- Swiss-German Churches

Prepare for Centennial in 1974

By William E. Juhnke

MOUNDRIDGE, EKAN.—Repre-
sentatives of eight Mennonite
churches in the central Kansas
area have begun plans to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the
arrival of their forbears oni Ameri-
can soil.

These churches, founded by a
Swiss-German immigrant group,
are Hopefield, First Church of
Christian, and Eden, all of Mound-
ridge; First Mennonite of Pretty

Prairie, Zion and Bethany 'of King- |

man, First Mennonite of Burns,
and the First Mennonite of Me-
Phersor.

At a meeting in the Pretty Prai-
rie Church on Sunday afternoon,
July 16, various committees were

mamed to get the plans rolling.

They are Memorial Marker, Immi-
grant House Replica, Fine Arts,
Recipes, Cultural and Practical
Arts, Clothing and Costumes,
Wheat, Fund Raising, Tours of
Historical Sites, and Publication

and Publicity.

THE GROUP AGREED to in-
vitel the participation of other in-
terested people. They also decided
to erect a memorial marker on the
site of the immigrant house near
the Hopefield Church, four miles
west of Moundridge. They are
working together with other
Swiss-German Mennonites, espe-
cially those from the Freeman and
Marion areas of South, Dakota.
Reuben; Goertz, a member of the
Salem-Zion: Church near Freeman,
was present at the meeting.

The forbears of these Mennon-
ites were swept out of Switzer-
land between 1671 and 1791, some
fleeing to the Palatinate and oth-
ers to Montbeliard, France, where
they lived for 100 years. Some of
the dissenters to state religion
come directly to Pennsylvania, but
these Swiss-Germans found their
way to Polish Austria and Russia
where they stayed for another
century. After Russian privileges
were withdrawn, they became a
part of the trek to America in
1874.

ANDREAS SCHRAG was the
Swiss-German member of a 12-
delegate group which explored an
American refuge from Russian na-
tionalism and militarism. This
survey covered the months from
April to September 1873. On May
23, 1874, Schrag brought the first
group of 11 families, arriving at
Yankton, S.D.

A second group of Swiss-Ger-
mans arrived in the Freeman-Mar-
ion area in September 1874. Some
members cf this grcup left South
Dakota and together with others
from central Kansas helped form
the First Mennonite Church of
Pretty Prairie 86 years ago. This
church now has 601 members.

The third group of these Swiss-
Germans came to Kansas in Oc-
tober 1874. Tt was composed of 73
families, with 14 of the familics
going to South Dakota. This group
was led by Rev. Jacob Stucky and
Rev. Jacob D. Goering. It is the
descendants of this group who are
spearheading plans for the centen-
nial cbservance in Kansas.

THESE EARLY immigrants
lived in an immigrant house fur-
nished by the Santa Fe Railroad,
located about four miles west of
what is now Moundridge. Socon aft-
erward there was a post office at
Lake View, about one mile further
west. The pioneer village of Chris-
tian was abandoned in favor of
Meundridge 12 years later, the
latter being one mile north of the
newly constructed Missouri Pacif-
ic Railroad.

The next meeting of the Swiss-
German Centennial Committee is
planned for 2:30 p.m. on Nov. 12
at the Eden Church near Mound-
ridge. Dr. Harley J. Stucky of
North Newton and Edwin R.
Stucky of Moundridge head the

‘planning group.




SWISS MENNONITE
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Twenty-six people representing the eight Swiss Mennonite churches met at the
Kingman Mennonite Church on September 16, 1973 at 2:30 p.m. The opening
prayer was led by Rev. Funk of the Kingman Church. The minutes were read and
approved. Harley J. Stucky, chairman, gave a progress report of the Centennial
activities.

Considerable discussion was given to fund raising and it was agreed that
donors should be recognized and special recognition should be given by desig-
nated categories. The chairman urged that donors be encouraged to give
through their respective church treasuries and then have it channeled to the
Centennial treasury. This is for both records and income tax purposes.

Treasurer's Report: Walt Goering, treasurer reported $2522.05 receipts,
$930.59 disbursements, and $1591.46 on hand. Report was accepted.

The Centennial Marker was discussed. Peter J.P, Schrag moved that we continue
with the marker until completed and that it be given high priority including
globe, cross, and plaques. This motion was seconded by Melvin Stucky and
passed.

Fine arts activities were next on the agenda. Some suggestions were as
follows:

1) Early Spring activities involving the children

2} Literary contest etc.

3) Special Sunday school devoted to Centennial activities on Jume 1

4) Swiss dialect play and the production Von Russland Auf Amerkica to
be given next Spring

5) Combine church choirs to give concerts on Thanﬂsolv1n Day at Mound-
ridge and Pretty Prairie,

Mrs. Kaufman reported 300 recipes collected and fine progress made with
the recipe book.

Wheat Committee: this committee is in the process of planting turkey wheat.
There is considerable activity in the planning stages--threshing bee, walking

plow, and team pulling ceontest next falls, nnr313<9 atc.

Publicity: Bill Juhnke is gathering material and publishing some excellent
historical articles on Mennonite history in the Mcundridge Journal.

Menno Kaufman moved that the Executive Committee be authorized to proceed
with program planning. Seconded by Waldo Preheim and passed.

Pete Kaufman moved that the Executive Committee secure insurance on the con-
struction empleoyees working on the Marker. Seconded by Melvin Stucky, passed.

Phil Goering moved that we meet again on November 4, 1973 at 2:00 p.m. at the
Hopefield Mennonite Church.

Adjourned.

Ed R. Stucky, Secretary



SWISS MENNGONITE
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE MEETING

November &, 1973

Eighteen people representing the Burns, Hopefield, McPherson, Eden, and
Pretty Prairie Mennonite churches met at the Hopefield Mennonite Church om
Sunday, November 4, 1973 at 2:00 p.m.

Rev. Andrew Shelly of the Hopefield Menncnite Church led in the opening
prayer.

Chairman Harley J. Stucky gave a progress report showing slides of the con-
struction of the Centennial Marker and other Centennial activities.

The treasurer's report was presented and discussed with some explanation
given concerning the money spent on the marker,

Projects approved thus far are as follows:

Commemorative Marker
Publications

Wheat activities

Costume displays

Practical arts displays

Fine arts activities--plays, etc.
Program planning

Considerable discussion was given to fund raising. It was suggested that
solicitation be continued and that some larger donations be sought.

Some consideration was given to the establishment of a host committee. It
was also suggested that a foods committees will be needed.

Motion made and carried that the following serve as committee members with
Harley J. Stucky to draw up the wording for the inscription to be placed on

the plaques. Those to serve with Harley J. Stucky on this committee are to

be Mennc S. Kaufman, Bill Juhnke, Roland Goering, and E.G. Kaufman. The final
draft of the inscription is to bereviewed by the Marker Committee, Executive
Committee, and finally the Centennial Committee. Moved--Ed R. Stucky, seconded
Menno S. Kaufman.

The next meeting is to be on December 9, 1973 at 2:30 p.m. in the Burns
Mennonite Church.

Ed R. Stucky, Secretary



The next meeting of the Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Committee
will be held at the First Mennonite Church, Burns, Kansas on December Dy

1973 at 2:00 p.m, Church is located 2 west and 1 north of Burns.

Several items have been suggested for the agenda. These include the

following:

A. Recommendation by the E xecutive Committee that each committee
consider all of the projects which were originally included in the
budget asimportant and to be completed. However, in view of the
fact that we have given highest priority to the marker we suggest
that each committee scek mecessary funds to complete the objectives

and projects assigned and undertaken by each committee.

B. Creation of a Foods Committee. The following names are recom-
mended: Mrs, Marjorie Stucky, Mrs. Evelyn Stucky, Mrs. Jake
Graber, Mrs. John W. Goering, and Mrs. Willis Voran. Would you

have any additional names to suggest to the committee?

C. Reports from the variocus committees including a suggested calendar.

D. Projects: In addition to the projects which were approved at the

ey Al A = 1 . ~
was adopted the following have been suggested--

tims that the budge
1)} matter of blacktopping the road from the west mile line to the

entranceway of the Centennial Commemorative Marker; 2) What should
be done with the remaining silverdale limestone? Should there be

a roadside sign either at an Interstate near Moundridge or Elyria

or should it be used for a roadside marker west of the present

Commemorative Marker alomg the blacktop? 3) Other projects.

E. Centennial needs-~display racks for articles. Standing bulletin
boards or glass cases would be helpful. Alsoc need display rack for

family pictures.

Did you know that the stonework on the commemorative marker is complete! To
complete the project, however, we need landscaping, walkways, globe and cross,
lights and plaques.



August 20, 1973 :
SWISS MENNONITE CULTURAL & HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION NEWS

PROGRESS REPORT
Work on the Memorial Marker has begun!

The footings and foundation have been poured. It will take
approximately 2 months to build the memorizl marker at the

present rate of activity.




PROGRESS EEPORT continued

Vernon Wedel (Jake Wedel's son) has been secured as a stone
mason to put up the memorial marker,

Seventeen tons of Silverdale Limestone for the memorial
matker has arrived and is on the ground. i

You are invited to drive by and watch-the progress or
lend a helping hand.

Incidentally, old square nails were found at the site of
the Imnigrant House during the time of the foundation
digging~--no doubt nails from the old Immigrant House.

irkey Red Hard Winter Wheat will again be planted in the
Horsas State University test plots. KSU ordered 21 bushels
of Turkey Red Hard Winter Wheat from the Wheat Committee
for this purpose,

Work is proceeding on the church histories and other mater-
ials. Many have submitted recipes for the Recipe Book.

t is hoped that a number of these publications will appear
this rfatll,

CALENDAR SUGGESTIONS: Dates to remember!

The celebration for the coming of the Swiss Volhynian
Mennonites will be held August 31, September 1-2, 1974,
Thusa days constitute the Labor Duy weekend of 1074 It

is now known that pecple are planning to come from as far
awav as Loulsiana, Maryland, and Pennsylvania.

tivities for the celebration include a
ashioned threshing bee, a walking plow
rations, pony and wagon rides, tours,
most au tHQPLlC“llV Gchsed man, womad,
chil
“beard and moustache', recognition for those who have
gone into the ministry, mission work, or MCC service.
There will, of course, be plenty of Swiss Volhynian food.

"City of Richmond" docked in New York om August 31, 1884,
A comemmorative service of this docking will be hﬂld on
August 31, 1974 in connection with the Centennial activi-
west of Moundridge.
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is the poppyseed Centennial, Prizes will be offered
il..3¢ who grow the largest poppyseed heads and excel
ategories. Also prizes will be awarded in a folk-
iting contest. Contests are open to those between

the ages of 6 through 18.
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The annual meeting of the Swiss Mennonite Historical and
Cultural Association will be held on February 3, 1974
at 2:30 p.m.

A TENTATIVE CALENDAR FOR CENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES FOR 1973-74

~has been prepared. Those in terested in the suggested cal-

ndar may cobtain their copy by writing to the President
or other officers of the association.

o

Sunday schoeol classes are encouraged to familiarize them-
selves with Swiss Volhynian Mennonite history and with

their own family genecalogies during the first quarter of
1974, Young people's groups are encouraged to be creative,
to write their own play or musical composition, and to

stage it for their congregation or groups -t wiithdm dt.

Women's organizations are encouraged to ba}a dition

food and sponsor traditional meals. During fiz

ter the Fine Arts Committee will put on the M f

lant auf Americka" and the Clothing Committee will
a style revue of authentic costumes. If you are

in sewing an authentic costume, we suggest you g z :
with Mrs. Luella Loganbill, Moundridge, Ks. §

The Centennial Committee needs art and crs
display and for sale in 1974, This 1 ]
one, especially our children, teen-agers, and
zens should consider seriously

4]
o
o D

The Centennial belongs to all of the descendants of the
Swiss Volhynian forefathers. It represents our effort-~
that is all of our efforis collectively--to comm
and express appreciation for the arrival of our
-0 years ago and fO? the faith and commitment w
«ted them. So won't you join us omn this festive occasion?
The Centennial will only beccme exciting as you give your-
self enthusiastically and wholeheartedly to some phase of

s
Centermial activity. Therefore the Centennlal can be
thing of a dud or it can be something really great am
something will depend on you and me and everyome else. You
can help to make things happen! Did you know that the oth

tay I received a tip about an old trunk which came ovel
RUSSld and the family was contacted and has given perm
to display it during our celebratiom. Someone has also
the chairman a tip on original passpotrts.

o N

The $18,000 budget includes money for memorial marker,
replica of the Immigrant House, Centennial publications
wheat and poppyseed centennial activities, drama, MuUsSic,
and a variety of Cemtennial programs.




A budget of $18,150 was approved for Centennial activit-
ies at the July 16, 1972 meeting at the First Mennoni
Church in Pretty Prairie. The committees are mow finding
that it is difficult to operate within the framework of
the hudget because it was prepared prior to the inflat-

P

ionary spiral and because

costs on

it did not include the labor
many items.

To raise the necessary Centennial funds, we need 6-10
families who will contribute $1000-2000 or more; 20-30

a hundred or more families who

. give $500-999;
will give $100 or more. The Centennial is an opportunity
-~-a rare one comes around only once in a hundred
years--to éxpress our appreciation.

1
that

The fund raising committee had suggested that memorials
wouid be accepted in the amount of $100 or more. Most
amilies, we believe, will want to establish a memorial
for their grandparents or great-grandparents who came
over on the "City of Richmond", r &

The Executive Committee in its
decided that it would recognize
five categories:
Memberships--$10-49.99
Boosters--550-99.99
Centennial Givers--5$100-499.99 (A minimum of a dol-
a year for a hundred years.)
cer Givers--5$500-999.69
mders-=~51,000 and above
ive generously to the Centennial
the courage and commitment of
en said that those who have
is only as we know who we

giving
foliowing
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SWISS VOLHYNIAN MENNONITE CENTENNIAL 1874 - 1974

1974 will mark the 100th Anniversary of the coming N
the Swiss Volhynian Mennonites to Kamsas.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. WHY A CENTENNIAL? WHY A CELEBRATTON?

1. To glesiay CEEy EHEESS thanks to Him for His mar=
velous leading and to recommit and rededicate ourselves to
Him as revealed to Jesus Christ, our Lord.

7. To re-examine our lives in the light of Scripture
and the faithfulness of our forefathers who settled here.

3, UTe Eive recognition and honor to God as He has led
our fathers from lands of persecution to this land of free-
dom, and He has blessed them because of their faith, in mani-
fold ways, giving us a heritage of faith and Christian values

ol coliliecitRarnia disseminate information on the spirit
ual, cultural and material history of the Swiss Menmonites.

5. To attempt to interpret and relate in a meaningful
way the faith of our Mepnonite forbearers, to the present
and future generations.

6. To establish or support scholarships or other means
of assistance at accredited educational institutions to
further the education of deserving students of Swiss-Vol-
hynian descent who intend to devote themselves to fulltime
Christian service.

7o o engage inl activities which will help us to undex
stand ourselves, evemn tO laugh at ourselves in drame and
thus to appreciate our heritage.

8. To help others, our neighbors and other non-Ms
o O snderstand us and our contribution.

e

TR

With the above purposes in mind, we are engaging in a vari-
ety of activities inciuding the erection of a memorial
commemorative shaft. We believe that such 2 memoTrial grow-,
ing out of the Mennonite faith and traditions would serve
as a visible symbol to Mennonites and non-Mennonites alike.
The shaft includes:

a. The symbol of the cross over the world which is in
tune with our history of suffering and persecution, and
faith, and befits our present asctivity of missioms, relief
and service ("Go ye therefore, and teach Al meEiEESc 00 )
"In the name Of Christ" all over the world.

b. A circle or world jdea which fits im with our com-
cept of brotherhood - of including people rather than shutt
them out of God's dominion. The world is also the field of
service and Christian activity.
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CENTENNTAL ACTTVITIES--PROGRESS REPORT

February 3, 1974

Farly Centennial Planning

ils

The
the

ane

November 1969--Hopefield Mennonite Church
created a Centennial Committee and encouraged
the idea of including others on it.

March 14, 1970--The enlarged committee organ-—
ized.

March 17, 1971--A letter was sent to all of
the churches inviting them to send represent-
atives in an effort to plan for the Centemnial.

: May 16, 1971--The first Centennial Committee

meeting which included representatives from
the 8 Swiss (Volhynian) Mennonites in central
Kansas met on Sunday afternoon at 2:30 at the
Hopefield Mennonite Church.

This group spent many meetings in planning
Centennial activities and working out a state-
g

.ment of purpose, and creating a committee

SjERUCETEER

July 16, 1972--The Centennial Committee meet-

ing at Pretty Prairie adopted:

a) a statement of purpose and objectives

b) approved the erection of a commemorative
_marker as drawn by the architect, Stanley
Regier of Wichita '

¢) adopted a budget of $18,500.

Centennial Committee cultivated and nurtured

Centennial plans and set an example of interest
organization which has been widely emulated by

other groups. The Goessel folks have also been
active for some time. The South Dakota Swiss es—
tablished their committees in the winter of 1972-73.
Other groups have also set up their committees in

the last year. The Tri-College Centennial Commitiee

was organized in March, 1973.

Incorporation

1. February 4, 1973--the Centennial Committes de-
cided to incorporate after much prayerriul
deliberation.

2, PFebruary 14, 1973--the Incorporation papers

were filed with bylaws declaring our fiscal




H

=

|

L

v,

year as running from February 1- —January 31.
Dale Stucky drafted the articles of incor—

poration.

3. Recognized by Internal Revenus Service. The
following material is a gquotation from a letter
received from the IRS: "based on the inform-
ation supplied and assuming your operation
will be as stated in your application, for
recognition for exemption we have determined
you are exempt from federal income tax....

’ donors may deduct contributions to you as pro—
7ided in section 170 of the Code beguests,
legacy, devisees, .transfers, or gifts to you
or for your use are deductible for federal
estate and gift tax purposes if they meet the

applicable provision of section 2055, 2106,

qd 2522 of 'the code.”" W.T. Coppinger

istrict Director

4. Corporation 1mcluaeb S5.D. brethren., "South
anota.Mennonltes have Jjoined with Kansas
Mennonites by becoming members of the Swiss...
Cultural & Historical Association, Inc,'—-—
Freeman Courier, January 24, 1974,

A

)tjm

Conducted an Agro-Cultural Tour from March 26 to
et a5 A7)

June ‘17, 1973—-Field Day sponsored a tour which /-
included the Alfa Mill, Warkentin Homestead, and
the field of growing Turkey Red Wheat near Newton.

June 24, 1973--Transfer of Tand and site dedication
ceremony. rthe Associztion received land from the .
Hopefield Mennonite Church for the purpose of

erecting a Commemorative Memorial Center. The As-—
sociation now has its own home

August 16, 1973--Ground broken and silverdale lime-
stone received on site, thus the work commenced on
the construction of the Commemorative Memorial Cen-—
ter. Vernon Wedel was secured as the stone mason

to erect the marker. Work continued on the marker
through September and October in spite of the Hal-

stead flood intoc November.

4=
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Mr, & Mrs. Xenneth Wedel, Moundridge
Antonio W. Wedel, McPherson

Willard Wedel, Pretty Prairie

Mz, & Mrs, Harry Whitse, McPherson
Eldon D. Zerger, McPherson

Mrs, Marjean Zerger, McPherson

BOOSTERS : ($50.00-99.99)

Esther Albright, Pretty Prairie

My & Vs, Jacob B, Albricht, Pretty Prairie
Mrs, Walter Foth, Newton

Mr. & Mrs. Elmer E. Goering, Moundridge
Mrs. Joe J. Goering, Moundridge

Mr. & Mrs., Marvin E. Goering, Moundridge
Rev. Reland Goering, Hillsboro

Me. & Mes, Jake Graber, Pretty Prairie
Linda Kaufman, Moundridge

Viola Kaufman, Moundridge

Mr. & Mrs. Varden Loganbill, Moundridge
Lorene Schrzg, Moundridge

e, Mrs. David Stucky, Burns

Mzl Mrs, Dean R, Stucky, Wichita

Mr), Mrs. Bd R. Stucky, Moundridge

am Mrs, Gilbert Stucky, Pretty Prairie
Mo Mrs., Herbert E. Stucky, Moundridge
M, Mrs. Jeonas L. Stucky, McPhersen
T, Mrs, Willard W. Stucky, Moundridge
Hulda Voran, Pretty Prairie

Mr. & Mes. Wm, Voran, Kingman

Lee M. Hrehbiel, Moundridge

R Bo B Re Reo Ro R

CENTENNTAL GIVERS: : : ($100.00-1499.99)

Mr. & Mrs, Ben J, Albright, Pretty Prairie !
Ldolph Goering, Moundridge }
Mrs, Chris Goering, Moundridge

Mrs, Ed E. Goering, Moundridge

Mr, & Mxs, Eric Goering, Moundridge

Mz, & Mrs. Jacob L. Geering, Kingman

Mr, & Mrs, Leland R, Goering, Moundridge

Milo B. Goering, Halstead

Mr. & Mes, P.J. Goering, Pretty Prairie

Mr., & Mrs. Theodore J. Goering, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Mr., & Mrs, Vernon Goering, Moundridge
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A

CENTENNTAT, GIVERS (Con't):

Mr. & Mrs. Walter W. Goering, Moundridge
Ida Graber, Pretty Prairie

Me. & Mrs. Walter W. Graber, Pretty Prairie
Carl Juhnke, Hutchinson

Mrs . Meta Juhnke, McPherson

Mr, & Mrs. J.J. Kaufman

Wm. . Juhnke, McPherson

M, & Mrs. Walde J. Kaufman, Moundridge
AN e ahbr el Pretty Prairie

Mr. & Mrs, Herb J. Krehbilel, Moundridge
Mr. & Mrs, Ray Lichti, Moundridge
Pretty Prairie State Bank

Mz, & Mrs, Herman J. Schrag, McPherson
Mr, & Mrs, John O, Schrag, McPherson

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Schrag, Kingman

Rev. & Mrs. Andrew Shelly, Newton

Chris L. Stucky, Moundridgs

Me. & Mrs. Henry S. Stucky, Pretty Prairie
Mr. & Mrs., Herb C. Stucky, McPherson

Mr. & Mrs. Lavern D. Stucky, Peabody
Luey Stucky, Pretty Prairie

Mr. & Mrs. Marion J. Stucky, Galva
Marlin R. Vogt, Moundridge

Mr. & Mrs. George Voth, Hutchinson

PTONEER GIVERS:

($500.00-999.99)

Mr. & Mrs. Menno S. Kaufman, Newton

Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Kaufman, McPherson

StanleyRegier, Wichita for architectural services

Peter J.P. Schrag, McPherson

Dale Stucky, Wichita for legal services

Mr, & Mes. Harley J. Stucky, Nerth Newton

Nathan Stucky, Bloomington, ILndiana , for services
rendered

FOUNDERS : ($1,000 and above)

? 7 7 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? i 7 ?
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V;;;’courage to stand up and be counted were drowned,

burned, bamished, or silenced. Nearly a century later P
after its beginning a priest cbserved that the movement 3
had finally b@EErushed and that the Angbaptists were

now the guiet in the land from whence comes our phrase

"Die stille im lande”, Undoubtedly many Burcpeans were

happy in the thought that the disturbing commitment of

the Anabaptists was no longer arocund to irritate or em—
barrass. You know the rest of the story. The Anabap—

tists were permitted to exist and allowed to continue

to farm here and there on the condition that they re-

main the "quiet in the Iand", Throughout their European
sojourn which include the sojourm of our owm forebears

they were restr

program of evan;

1a thel landl wa
of restraint un
iteed tollave,

So be¢ng tu, ”quiet
2 virtue but a condition
uxr forefathers lived or were

The ‘ time and conditions have changed and we now find |
ourselves living in a land of freedom which has accept—

ed the prineciple of separation of church and state and
which has extended a large measure of rsligious freedom

o |

©o Us so Ehalt we have been aULe o carry on a program

of missions, relief, and Christian service to the extent

of our ability durlng the past century. We have witness-

ed on peace and nonresistance and have made a ﬁﬁgnific—
thro

ant dmpact on the total society eught MEC MBS = and

edilcation and ether activities, 3

{ Today, we might well ask oursslves about the wisdom of
following the model forced upon.us through centuries of
persecution., Can we realhy be guiet or hide cur past
hneritage and present faith in 19747 Do we want to?

lESEld sociely label us as being ungrateful?

T say this seriously because 1974 finds us 'center stage
cn the Kanszs scene not because of our own evangelism

or our efforis to seek recognition, but simply becauss
we have made it our home and because this marks the cen—
tury of our coming and of our bringing Turkey Red Hard
Winter Wheat. So, here we are as Mennonites "center-—
stage'. Shall we recognize cur role and recognize that

-
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/@issjon of Mermonites in today's world and in the future.
1 B

%
-

,qitage——al

the spotlight is upon us for we are the actors and we are on
1 of us! Should we tell our story or should we

/ from the floodlights as though we had
semething to hj Should we leave the state in order to con~
form to the tradition of bging 'the quiet in the 1 nd o
many people this is a real dilemna and some find themselves
quite critical of all the Centennial activities, be they at
Hillsboro, Goessel, Freeman, S . Doy Ceianpbueyy TL, Hutehinson, or
here.

lide, sneaking awg

So e have the two models—-one that comes out of those early
years of enthusiasm and growth and the other from those
centuries which we were suppressed and restrained., I would
like to lift the model of the early Anabaptists and @it e
ecarly Christians who Tried to fulsailtllthiel greatt commissiocn
which Jesus gave...Go 76..0.teach all nations, baptizing
hems. .. teaching them to observe all things whiech [ have com—
manded,...lo, L am with you always' as the model for 1974,
his model of evangelical fervor is consistent with true :
Christianity and with carly Anabapt:'l_st—IVIem'mr:rj_tismn 1974 1s a
year of unusual opportunities, & year that welcemes our Wit—
ness in a most striking manner and 2 year that will help set
+the tone of the fubure——for years To come.

—

The Menmonite Festival in Century TT, the activities at the
Butchinson State Fair and the Cormemorative Memorial Center

e opportunities to witness to the present and future. Tia
Mucenorative Mariker 18 "Ein Denk Mal Mennonitische Massien'l —

-4 commemorative object that rrovides opportunity for reflect-

ive thought about the history, conteuporary activities, and
i

The Commemorative activities of 1974 is more than a 100 year
b ckaard look, its an opportunity ©o6 review our contemporary
sotivities and te re-evaluate our mission in today's world

ard in the future. There is 2 suggestion in‘the Bible that
Jesus was born in the fulness of time and in Beclesiastes a
statement that there is a time to weep, Hodle RteoRteyotecs
get married, etc., and L would submit that 1974 is a time to
give thanks and express appreciation and celebrate. The time
is zipet

The receptivity which we are receiving is almost beyond be—
1ieof. Newspapers have printed stories about the coming of

i

Mennonites which they would not normally consider as approp-




riate material for their readers. lews media is most
Er&cious in presenting news items dealing with the Cen—
tennial and coming of the Mennonites. Even the mass
media and the Kansas Legislature in passing resolution
71014 declaring 1974 as the Centennial of the Tniro—
cduction of Turkey Red Hard Winter Wheat and the Gover—
nor's declaration designating this year as the Centennial
Year,

Doors have been opened to us that may never open again
and I think that we should walk through them and witness
now while we have the opportunity. The other day a
local farmer told me that he attended the meeting of the
Kansas Wheat Growers in Manhattan on Jenuary 22, 1974,
He was pleasantly surprised that Tom Roberts, who is
President of the Kansas Wheat Growers Improvement As-
soclation presented slides and other materials on the
Centennial which included pictures of the Mennonite
churches in this area inciuding Alexanderwohl, Bernhard
Warkentin statue in Newton, Bernhard Warkentin house,
sas State Historiecal Marker at Walton, and the Swiss
n

ik
local farmer was pleasantly surprised to think
on-Mennonites in their mestings would Ery e
the Cenbemnial before a primarily non—Mennoni te
ence of wheat growers. I site this merely to sug-
t as evidence that 1974 finds us center stage.
either play.that role or we can try to sneak off ™
stage and hide. We can either rise up for the oc- '
asion and display our faith and our activities or we
hang our heads in shame.

-

74 provides us with an opportunity te review our own
story and hopefully to rededicate ocurselves to God,
and to those principles of Christian faith which come
through the revelation of Jesus Christ and to re-adapt
them to the world in which we live. It provides us with
an opportunity to walk inte the future with a sense of
conviction, a sense of God's presence and with a con- .
fidence that He will support us tomorrow and lead us in
the days to come even as we believe that He led our fore
fathers to come to this land.

HiSdiSk
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February 3, 1974
FIRST ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
SWISS MENNONITE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
Hopefield Mennonite Church, Moundridge, Ks,

Afternoon Business Session - 2:30 p.m.

Organ Prelude A e . . JMrs. Wayne Stucky
Hymn - "Holy God, We Pralse Thy Name” s 6 5 5 oiPeIg
Seripture . . o . . . Rév. Walter Neufeld, Eden Menn. Church
Prayer. . s . . . Rev. Peter Funk, Kingman Mennonite Church
Dhashie T eee e : o < .« « o « « oochweilzer EBnsemble
Welicome = -ta. = Rev, ﬁndrem Shelly, Hopefield Menn. Church
President's Reporu

Secretary Report — Treasurer's Report

Reports by Committee Chairmen:

Meriorial Marker Committee
Recipe Committee
Fine Arts Committee
Program Committee
Cultural and Practical Arts Committee
Wheat Committee
Fund Raising Committee
Tour of Historical Sites Committee
Clothing -Commitiee
L Foods Committee
Family Pictures Committes
Swiss Memonite Community Committes
Immigrant House Replica Committes
Promotion Committee
Executive Committee
Eost Committee
Promotion Committee

Report by Nominating Committee and Election

Cleosing Hymn — "Lsad On, O King Eternal. . . . . . . p.399

Closing Prayer and Benediction. . . . .Rev. James Gingerich,
First Christian Church

Traditional food and a time for visitation!




TENTATIVE CALENDAR--1974
Feb., 3 - 2:30 p.m.——Annuel meeting of the Swiss Menno-
nite Cultural & Historical Association at Hopefield N
Menncnite Church. A meal will be served at 5:00 p.m.
and a Centemmial program will be at 7:00 p.m. at Eden
Mennonite Church., The program will feature a panel
discussion on "The Centennial From My Perspective" and
a ladies trio singing the "Emigration Song'.

Feb, 10--Play entitled "Von Russland Auf Amerika' to
be given at the Pretty Prairie High School Auditorium
at 8:00 p.m. Admission is $1.00 for adults and 50¢

for children. ~ ~ ‘;-, W
’/éﬁug Qiiéftéé,ahu— é;1~4ﬂﬂﬁ}l%
@ i ﬁ}Jon Russland Auf Amerika' to

Flay entif]ied
se=pTiven at Moundridge High School Auditorium at 8:00
p.m.  Admission is $1.00 for adults and 50¢ for children.

March 10--Western District Centennisl Sunday. All con-
gregations te plan and develop their own programs.

March 23 and 30--7:30 p.m.—~-A chronological style re-
vue of garments wore at times of immigration to U.S. to
present time. Spongored by Committee on Clothing. To
be given at Pretty Prairie Grade School on the 23rd and
at Moundridge High School Auditorium on the 30th.

April 15-May 6--A 21-day Agro-Cultural Tour led by Dale -~
Stucky will visit Russia, Poland, and historic European
Mennonite centers.

June 2-—-Field Day. Visit to Alta Mill and various plots
of Russizn and Turkey Red Winter Wheat.

June 16-237—-During this pericd the Turkey Red Wheat
planted on the Hopefield Church sround--43 west and
= north--will be cut with a binder, shocked and hope-

fully some of it hauled infto storage for safekeeping.

Aug. 30--Evening parade and other activities at Pretty
Prairie, perhaps other special activities in Mound-
ridge, Newton, and Halstead vicinity.




Aug. 31--At the site of the Commemorative Memorial Marker
~— activities all day will include a young people's walk
frem Peabody to Moundridge; parade of horses, buggies,
wagons, and saddle club at Moundridge and Pretty Prairie
the day before; an old-fashioned threshing bee; "City of
Richmond!" docking service; traditional meal; walking plow
contest; demonstration of old grinder using horsepower;
and pony rides, wagon rides, and horse pulling contest.

Sept. 1 (Sunday)--9:30 a.m.--Worship services. All con-
gregations invited to a special worship service, Tradi-
ticnal meal at noon.

2:30 p.m.——A special dedicatory service of the Commem-
" orative Marker.

4:30 p.m.——A style revue will be presented.

5:30 p.m.——Traditionz]l Swiss Volhynian foods offered.

7:30 p.m.--Fine Arts Committee will sponsor scme one-
act plays.

(@)

Sept., 2--Miscellaneous activities, including tours to
some of the original farms, Peabody Cemetery, Halstead
Bernhard Warkentin Farm, Alta Mill, Mennonite churches of
the Swiss Volhynians, Adobe House at Hillsboro, Wheat
Palace at Goessel, Alexanderwohl Church, Gnadenau Village,
possibly Lindsborg Mill. Activities would probably be

e

o SO0 B n, e 5300 @

Sept. 11-17--Centennial activities at the Hutchinson State
Fair including a pageant at the Grandstand at 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 11-13-—Mennenite Festival at Century Il with specizl
programs in evening and on Sunday. The Western District
Conference will meet in joint session with other Mennonite
conferences on Friday and Saturday.

Thanksgiving, 1974—-"The Messiah" given at Pretty Prairie
and Eden Church, Moundridge by the Moundridge and Pretty
Prairie combined choruses.




CENTENNIAL PRCGRAM — 7:00 p.m.
onite Church, Moundridge, Ks.
Fe br nary 3, 1974

Orzen@bneliide i ST EE e Mrs, John Schrag
Hymn — "0, God our Help in AEEb ZEStY 5 6 o oo o Pl
(Verses 1.53.5.6)
"To God Be the Glory" \Verqes e e Be522
cripture., . Rev. Joe Chubman First Menn. Church, Burns
(Isaiah 4.24—28)*
Prayerda aw e e o s « . JRev. Frnest Porzelius
Flrst Mennonite Church, McPherson
Trmiitera tilon | Sonpk I e e Trlo Hillsboro
: ( LeOra Grunau)
Panel Discussion. . ."The Centennial From Yy Perspective!

Ed R. Stucky, Moderator

C.B. Goering representing the senior citizens

W.W. Graber representing the men

Hrs. John O, Schrag representing the womsn

Mrs. Ronzld Stucky (Ruth Ritthaler) representing youth
Brian Stucky representing youth

HmohcemcioichSe s S ¢ - . . o JHarley J. Stucky
O oo e e Jf.ertoqy prayer. . .Wm. Juhnke
Hyma - "God of Grace % God o GLEETY S 50 B oo o Bl
Closing Prayer and Benediction

*This passage of scripture was read on August 13, 1874 in
the last worship service on the European continent by the
Kotosufka Congregation at Paﬂburg, Germany.

4T

Ine“ladies trio is from ths M,B. church in Hillsboro
where Elder Jacob Stucky!'s Immlgration Socng was sung to

introduce the Centennial activitiss on January 6, 1974,




May 30, 1974

Dear Pastor:

On behalf of the Swiss Mennonite CGultural and Historical Association
(Moundridge area cemtermial organization) and the Tri~Collsge Centennial
Committee, I wish to notify you of the following tentative plan for
another centennial activity which would take place in late August.

There exists the pessibility of having a Mid-Kansas Mennonite Centen~
nial Train Ride/Hike which would involve all the communities and individuals
in. Central Kansas who are descendants of the Mennonite immigrants who came
from Russia in 1874<188Li. The plan presently calls for the running of the
Santa Fe or Amtrak train along the Santa Fe Railroad from Emporia to Hutch-
inson, and letting off appropriate groups at appropriate stops, such as:
Goessel and perhaps Hillsboro off at Peabody, Whitewater and Newton area
groups off at Newton, Halstead and Moundridge groups off at Halstead,
Burrton at Burrton, Haffnungsau (Inman-Buhler) and perhaps Pretty Prairie
off at Hutchinson.

These groups, after having ridden the train and been let off at their
historical stops, would then hike or ride horse & wagon 14-20 miles to the
site of their Immigrant House or other historical site where they would
perhaps hold a service and camp out overnight. Each community would be
responsible for their own activities after leaving the train.

The idea sounds exciting, of course. Since 14-20 miles is quite a
way to walk, we foresee that the only ones fit enough to attempt this might
be from ages 14-25 or so. This also falls into the age group of people that
we are trying to impress the idea of the awareness of the Centennial. Hopo-
fully, these youth will get a better idea of wvhat their forefathers had to
go through and what their heritage is, along with having a lot of fun and
mixing with other youth from the area. I would like to ask you to write
back to me and report the mood of your congregation after having done the
following:
1) Suggest to me a willing leader of your church's youth who would
be responsible for organizing the hikers of your church through me.
This person should be 18 or older., Send his/her name and address.
2) Suggest to me a willing leader of your community to act as "elder"
who would tie together the hiking leaders as the head of a committee.
This person could perhaps be a youth sponsor or of college age.
Send his/her name and address.
3) Announce this trip repeatedly from the pulpit and in the bulletin.
T will keep you posted on details as summer progresses.

T There may be problems in carrying out everything planned. For instance,
the running of the train is not certain, and to ensure it might take consid-
erable efforts, In the light of this, things are only in the preparation
stage and only tentative, Please respond by at least June 20 if possible.

If I have anything left unanswered, please ask or feel free to make
suggestions.

Sincerely,

Brian Stucky
Rt. 2
BS:dhs Burrton, Ks. 67020



