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Celebration!

The 1974 100" Anniversary of the Swiss Mennonite Arrival in
America as Recorded in Newspapers and Periodicals of the Time.

The 1973/1974 activities of the Swiss Mennonite Centennial were broadly covered in
local newspapers and Mennonite periodicals. In addition to the 100™ anniversary
celebrations, other activities included the Turkey Red Wheat Centennial, the recognition
of the Santa Fe Railway for moving 1 billion bushels of wheat in 20 months, the
beginnings of the Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association, and the
construction of a new monument.

The articles in this document were from newspaper and periodical clippings that were
collected by Harley J. Stucky in three scrapbooks. The scrapbooks were purchased at
an auction by an individual and donated to SMCHA.

The articles were scanned as graphic files, rearranged to fit on standard letter sized
pages and then assembled into PDF documents. As the papers were 40 years old and
glued into scrapbooks, there were yellowing, creases and crinkles to overcome. We
believe the articles are readable, although some may be more challenging than others.
In any event, it is an interesting look back at our history.

The articles were divided into three volumes for ease of assembly and for shorter
download times. The three volumes cover three time periods:

Volume 1 -1973
Volume 2 - January 1974 through June 1974
Volume 3 - July 1974 through December 1974

SMCHA Research Committee
Maynard and Marlene Krehbiel
Wayne Goering






Basis for Newer Varieties

LARGE HEADS of Turkey Red
Wheat are again waving in the
Kansas wind. The historic wheat
variety—the kind Mennonites
brought to the Great Plains from
Rimsia a century ago—is being
grown on a plot near Newton by
Harley J. Stucky in preparation
for the Mennonite centennial next

YEAr.

Stucky’s wheat field has a nwme
ber of varieties, including Centurk,
50 namexd for a4 century of progress
in the development of Turkey Red
winter wheat variethes,

The original Turkey Red variety
has exceptionally long heads and
tall straw and has retained its
rich dark green color throughouot
the growing season. According to
Stucky, it did not seem to be af-

Stucky of Morth Newton, owner of

and Raymond Lichti,

Moundridge, of the Swiss
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Historic Turkey Wheat
In Centennial Comeback

fected by plant and soil mosaic,
prevalent in many other varieties
during the wet spring months. i

THE TALL WHEAT straw was
an aszet in the days when farmers
wanted straw o bed livestock and
mulch fiedds Today, shorter straw
is preferred as insurance against
lodging,

Turkey Red is a later maturing
variety and farmers generally
abandoned it in the 1920s and 30s
becausze they wanted an sarly ma-
turing wheat. There is currently a
trend to plant some of the later
maturing varieties, so Turkey Red
Wheat is staging a comeback——at
least for another yvear or two,

A number of people plan to
plant Turkey Red this fall, reports
Raymond Lichti of Moundridee,
chairman of the wheat committee
of the Swizss Mennonite Cultural
and Historieal Association. The
field near Newton gives evidence
that it is a hardy variety.

- !- h
INSPECTING o five-ocre plot of Turkey Red wheat

neor Newton are (from left) Jack Bornes, Horvey
County agriculturol extension ogent; Harley J.

the acreage;

|

Mennonite Cultural
Seed for the plot waos obtained from Konsas State
University, Manhattan, where the original Turkey
Red strain has been maintoined for comparison
with newer varieties.

BECAUSE OF ITS superior mill-
ing and hakimg qualities, Turkey
Red Wheat suporseded the soft
wheat varieties amd became the
backbone of the hupe wheat indus-
try which vitalized every aspect of
the state's economy. And Turkey
Red continues to live on in the
newer varicties which trace their
origin to it

One of the prime reasons Men-
nofites settled in Kansas was that
the lamd and climate were shmilar
to thoee in South Russia, thus
making it possible for them to oon-
tinue growing wheat as they had
before,

The remarkable transition of the
virgin praivie during the 1870e and
Bls is noted by Andreas in his
“History of HKanzas™ Where a lit-
tle earlier buffalo and elk roamed
the almost uninhabited land, he
states that in 1874 1568 acres of
winter wheat were planted in Har-
vey Coamty, and this was increased
to 49,748 acres by 1882

and Histerical Associotion.



Kansas Legislature Proclaims Centennial Year
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Immigrants Brought Wheat
to Plains Region

By Dir, Cornelins Krakin

ON SEPFT. 28, 1872 Bembhard
Warkentin wrote tp David Goerz
in Russia about apricultural
fair in Minneapolis which he had
visited, He had just come [rom
Russia and was getting acquainted
with a new eountey amd its unlim-
ited possibilities. Excitedly and in
detail he described what he had
se¢n at the fair,

Among the fruits, vepetables amd
wheat he discovered a hard winter
wheat variely which could already
at that time have given him some
ideas for the Tuture.

As soon as he had helped the
Mennonites find places of settle-
ment he promoled the introdoe-
tion of Turkey hard winter wheat
from the Ukraine where the hen-
nonites  raised this wheat and
where his father had a mill, Soon
he built mills in Newton, introduc-
ing and promoting the hard winter
wheat industry,

NOW THE SANTA FE Railroad,
the state of Kansas and the Men-
nonites are preparing to observe
the centennial of the Mennonites'
coming to the praide stales and
provinces, A Santa Fe commercial
advertisement states that the
wheat which the Mennonites
brought from the Ukraine is now
being shipped back to the Ukraine,
referring to Russia's large-scale
purchases of wheat from the USs,

During our visit to wheat fields
in the Ukraine SUIMIMEr wWe
had an opportunity to examine
the present hard winter wheat
varieties in the fleld of a collective
farm. We picked some kernels,
which are now growing in Kansas,
Oklahoma and Nebraska

Heowever, T decided that it would
he good to obtain a larger quantity
of a number of varleties of scien-
titically tested wheat for seeding.
My request, sent to the proper au-
thorities in the USSR, received
Immediate attention, A ten-pourd
shipment in four little sacks with
four different varieties has arrived
They are ready to be seeded in fall
s0 that these varieties can be
digplaved at the time of the
tennial obseryvance in 15874,

lazt
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WHEAT FROM RUSSIA—Dr. Cornelius Krohn, Mennonite historian

il

agnd o notive of Russio, exomines seed wheot he ordered from the

MANY EFFORTS are under
way to observe this event in arcas
where Mennonites settled in large
numbers, such as in Kansas and
Manitoba and the states and prov-
inces in between. No group or
community should feel “left out”
but should plan to "do its own
thing” and join in the happenings
on & larger inter-Mennonite scale,
of which there will be many. It
should be a time of gratefulness
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expressed in self-examination and
a determined and steady look for-
ward.

Following is the text of a reso-
lution passed by the Kansas legis-
lature proclaiming 1974 as the cen-
tennial vear of the Introduction
of Turkey red hard winter wheat
into Karmas. The resolution was
introduced by Rep. W. W. Graber
of Pretty Prairle.

L] L







Mennonite Centennial Marker Site Dedication
Near Hopefield Church Next Sunday

Descendants of the Swiss
Volhynian immigrants who
arrived in this region from
Russia in 1874 and other in-
terested persons are invited to
attend a transfer of property and
dedication of a site for a cen-
tennial marker on Suonday
morning, June 24, at 11 a.m.

This event will take place two
and three-fourths miles west and
one north of Moundridge, at the
site of the ald immigrant house
near the Hopefield Mennonite
Church. The property was
originally given to the Swiss

Volhynian immigrants, led by
Elder Jacob Stucky and his
assistant, Jacob Goering, by the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad. It was to be used for
school and church purposes.

The Santa Fe erected an im-
migrant house there im 1874,
which served as a center of ac-
Livities for the new armrivals as
well as a place of worship and an
emergency housing unit.

At the June 24 ceremonies, the
Hopefiekd Mennonite Church will
convey the deed and title to the
acre and a half site to the Swiss

Mennonite Cultural and
Historical Assn. The Association
is= making plans to erect a cen-
tennial marker there as one
phase of its centennial activities.

During the site dedication Dr.
E. G. Kaufman, president
emeritus of Bethel College, will
give a brief historical sketch of
the Swiss Volhynians.

The Swiss Mennonite Cultural
and Historical Assn. includes the
Eden Mennonite, First Men-
nonite of Chirstian and Hopefield
Mennonite congregations of
Moundridge, First Mennonite of

Moundridge Journal
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Pretty Prairie, Bethany and Zion
Mennonite of Kingman, First
Mennonite of McPherson and
First Mennonite of Bumns, as well
as the Salem and Salem-Zion
Swiss Volhynians and their
descendants in South Dakota.

Harley J. Stucky of North
Mewton is president of the
association. Other executive
officers are William Juhnke of
MePherson, Edwin B. Stucky and
Walter Goering of Moundridge,
and P. J. Goering of Preity
Prairie.



At Hopefield Church

Dedicate Moundridge Site
For Swiss Memorial Marker

MOUNDRIDGE, KAN. — The
Hopefield Mennonite Church in a
special service Sunday, June 24,
transferred property and dedicated
the site for a centennial memaorial
for S"-'I.:I'-:"i- Volhynian Mennonite
JIIH‘.II.I.H,I. T ua who ar-
rived in lhe area in 1874

The Hopefield church, located
two and three-quarter miles west
and one north of Moundridge, is
considered to be the oldest exist-
ing Mennonite church building in
Kansas. Site for the marker is just
west of the church, where an im-
migrant house was erected by the
Santa Fe Railmad in 1874 as tem-
porary housing for the settlers.

Harley J. Stucky of North New-
ton, president of the Swiss Men-
nonite Cultural and Historical
Assn, was in charge of the momn-
ing service, which began inside
and concluded outdoors at the site,

DR. E. G. KAUFMAN, president
emeritus of Bethel College, gave a
brief historical sketch of the Swiss
Volhynians, tracing their migra-
tions from Switzerland in the 17th
century to South Germany and
France and later to the province
of Volhynia in western Russia,
from where nearly the entire
group left in 1874 to settle in Kan-
sas and South Dakota.

He cautioned the descendants of
the pioneers concerning the dan-
gers of too much acculturation,
especially in terms of materialism
and militarism, and urged Men-
nonites to live lives worthy of
their heritage.

TAKING PART in the service
were representatives of various
congregations of the Swiss Volhyn-

T —

Mennonite Weekly Review

28 June 1973

ian background, including: William
Voran, Bethany Church, Kingman:
David Stucky, First Mennonite,
Burns; a ladies trio of First Men-
nonite, Pretty Prairie; James Gin-
gerich, First Mennonite of Chris-
tian, Moundridge: Ed. EL_I?}
of the Eden Church, Moundridge,
and the Eden Men's Chorus.

In the outdoor ceremony, Wayne
Stucky, chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Hopeficld Church,
transferred the title of the site for
the marker to the Association.

Construction of the monument
is expected to begin in early fall
Focal paint of the memorial will he
n 40-ft. shaft topped by a globe
with landscaped walkways extend-
ing in four directions from the
marker's base,

:
1

-m ,ﬁ 1‘#‘?#}?’,1‘ fdﬁ_’*"
CHORUS OF EDEN MEMNONITE CHURCH SINGS AT DEDICATION OF THE SITE FOR A CENTEMMIAL MARKER AT THE HOPEFIELD CHURCH MEAR MOUNDEIDGE, KAN.
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300 attend site dedicafion near Hopefield Church

Three hundred people attended
the “Transfer of Property and
Site Dedication' at the Hopefield
Mennonite Church last Sunday
morning. Hepresentatives from
the congregations represented in
the Swiss Mennonite Cultural
Historical Association par-
ticipated in the services,

Chairman for the service in the
sanctuary of the church was
Harley J. Stucky, president of the
corporation. Congregational
singing, including both English
and German, was led by Donna
Goering Richert with Mrs. Arlene
Stucky at the organ.

Harley J. Stucky deseribed the
plans for the marking of the
centennial of the coming of the
Volhynian Mennonites to be held
August 31, September 1 and 2 of
1974. Plans include the erection of
a suitable marker on the spot
where the original immigrant
house stood. He pointed out that
twelve committees are at work
planning for the various phases of
the celebrations. He appealed to
the group present to assist in the
collection of historical and other
materials.

The scripture lesson was read
by Williarn Voran, representing
the Kingman church and David
Stucky, representing the Burns
church led in prayer. Special
music was provided by a ladies
tric from the Pretty Prairle
church. Ed R. Stucky, Mound-
ridge, explained the purpose of
the offering and led in the of-

fertory prayer.

Dr..E. G. Kaufman, author,
lecturer, and President Emeritus
of Bethel College, presented an
historic sketch tracing the
history of the descendants during
the 430 year period. Pointing out
that the idea of remembering is
mentioned 276 times in the Bible,
Dr. Kaufman appealed to all
present to gratefully remember
their heritage. Vividly he spoke
of the persecutions and sufferings
for 330 years. Addressing himself
to the young people present the
speaker said “‘yvoung people
remember your heritage and
carry on this tradition.”™

Concluding his  historical
sketeh, Dr. Kaufman raised the
question, *"How are you going to
remember? Sure by building a
memorial...but especially
remember it by living a life
worthy of inheritors of such a
tradition.”

The congregation next moved

land to the Association for the Noundridge Journal
permanent marker. Also in-
cluded was a tract of land to be <8 June 1979
used in connection with the
celebrations next year. Harley J.
Stucky, president of the
Association, received the deed on
behalf of the Corporation.
Rev. James Gingerich, pastor
of the First Mennonite Church,
led in the dedicatory prayer.
After the singing of “The Work is
Thine O Christ,” Rev. Andrew R.
Shelly, pastor of the Hopefield
Mennonite Church, led in the
benediction prayer.

out to the site, about 300 feet from e

the church, for the ceremonies

conveving the deed and title from 8

the Hopefield Mennonite Church

to the Swiss Mennonite Cultural

and Historical Association.
The Male Chorus of Eden

Mennonite Church opened the § %

outdeor session by singing two
numbers. Wayne

Trustees of the Hopefield Men-
nonite Church read the official

resolution of the congregation [

authorizing the transfer of the

Stucky, & oL L
chairman of the Board of g3

i s WL T By
PARTICIPATING INSUNDAY'S CEREMONIES at Hopefield
Mennonite Church were Wayne Stucky. Chairman of the
Board of Trustees and Harley J. Stucky, President of the
Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association. [Phote
courtesy Mennonite Weekly Review)
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MEMBERS OF THE HOPEFIELD CONGREGATION and marker will be erected. The site is approximately 300 feet
guests observe transfer of land to the Swiss Mennonite from the church. (Photo courtesy Mennonite Weekly Review)
Cultural and Historical Association where a Centennial

Page 2 of 2
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Turkey Red Wheat

(A Mennonite Weekly
Review Story)

Large heads of Turkey Red
Wheat are again waving in the
Kansas wind. The historic wheat
variety—the kind Mennonites
brought to the Great Plains from
Russia a century ago—is being
grown on a plot near Newton by
Harley J. Stucky in preparation
for the Mennonite centennial next

variety has exceptionally long

plant Turkey Red this fall,

reports Raymond Lichti of
Moundridge, chairman of the
wheat committee of the Swiss
Mennonite Cultural and
Historical Association. The field
near Newton gives evidence that
it is a hardy variety.

Because of its superior milling
and baking qualities, Turkey Red
Wheat superseded the soft wheat
varieties and became the back-
bone of the huge wheat industry
which vitalized every aspect of
the state's economy. And Turkey
Red continoes to live on in the
newer varieties which trace their
origin to it.

One of the prime reasons
Mennonites settled in was
that the land the clifiate were

similar to those in South Russia,
thus making it possible for them
to continue growing wheat as
they had before.

The remarkable transition of
the wirgin prairie during the
1870°s and B0's is noted by An-
dreas in his *‘History of Kansas.”
Where a little earlier buffalo and
elk roamed the almost
uninhabited land, he states that
in 1874 1,568 acres of winter wheat
were planted in Harvey County,
and this was increased to 49,748
acres by 1882,

PAGE TWO
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by Emily Siemens

The First Mennonite Church of
Christian, now located at 419
South Christian Avenue, Mound-
ridge, has been a part of area
history for nearly 100 years.

The name Christian has been
with the church since its
establishment. The original
location of the church building
was in the now-extinct village of
Christian, Kansas, located in
Garden and Alta Townships in
Harvey County, extending into
Mound and Turkey Creek
Townships in McPherson County.
Christian and Daniel Krehbiel,
Christian Hirschler and Christian
Voran bought the land and laid
out the town site in 1874. The town
was named after the three
“Christian” founders.

The First Mennonite Church
began with thirty settlers of
South German stock that made
their home in and around
Christian and Halstead on land
bought from the Santa Fe
Railroad in 1874. Five days after
their arrival, a church service
was held in the schoolhouse in
Halstead. Reverend Christian
Krehbiel stated at the service,
“We came to Kansas not merely
to enjoy God's creation, but we
desire even more to serve Him
and build His Kingdom." Im-
mediately a church was

Moundridge Journal - 23 August 1973

First Mennonite Church - oldest
of Christian - Moundridge Churches

organized, a constitutuion drawn,

and deacons, elders, and
ministers ordained.
Since the settlers were so

spread out from Halstead to
Christian, two churches were
built, one in each town. They
were known as the north and
south churches. Cooperation
between the twn existed for a
while but due to location they
eventually both became in-
dependant.

Valentine Krehbiel was the
first minister of the north church,
in Christian. In the beginning the
church had 65 members and 146
people attending. The Sante Fe
donated money for educational
purposes to both north and south
churches for eight years.

Duties became overwhelming
for Reverend Krehbiel so John
Rupp and William Galle were
ordained. A Sunday School for
children or Christian Education
program was started, beginning
with a German reader for text
and progressing to Bible history
and then International Sunday
School lessons.

By 1880, a sixteen foot addition
was added to the Church of
Christian to accomodate the
swelling congregation but soon
that was not adequate. In 1884 a
new church building was
dedicated. The church was

Page 1 of 2

chartered under the name First
Mennonite Church of Christian
the same year. At that time there
were 225 members and 415
persons attending.

The  Eldorado-McPherson
branch of the Missouri-Pacific
Railroad established a station
one mile north of Christian in
'886. The station, named Mound-
ridge, became a new center of
development. Many of the
members of the First Mennonite
Church of Christian lived in the
new Moundridge area.

Reorganization of the First
Church took place after the new
building was in use. Conflicts
over the constitution caused the
“Garden Township” and ‘“West
Zion" churches to emerge.

In 1902 Valentine Krehbiel died.
For five years the First Church
had no elder. P. P. Wedel and
John C. Goering were then or-
dained as ministers. Rev.
Goering was elder from 1908 to
1917. Reverend Wedel became
permanent elder and pastor.

Because of needed land and
central location in a prospering
town, the First Church was
moved to Moundridge in 1908. It
stood at the same place it is
located today. A new school
building was erected in 1909.

Prior to World War [ services
were held in German only, but



First Mennonite Church - oldest of
Christian - Moundridge Churches

due to pressures caused by the
1.5, involvement in the war, the
church was foreed to modify this
policy. On August 28, 1918, a
typewritten notice was tacked to
the church door reading:
“Motice: no more German ser-
vices will be allowed at this
church,” Services were, in ac-
tuality, still in German.
However, twice a month a night
service was held in English.
Many other changes took place.
Vacation Bible School became a
reality in 15926. Public schools
were opened 50 there was no need
for a church-run school any
longer. A church library was
started as a result. Eventually,
services were given in English.

Cont. from Page 1

After World War II, in 1949, a
new church was built to replace
the 66-year-old one. The new
building was built on the same
grounds, where it stands today.
For future expansion, the church
was built with a 500-person
capacity.

Reverend P. P. Wedel served
the church for 46 vears before
resigning. He is still living at the
Memorial Home for the Aged
today. Rev. Wedel was replaced
by Rev. Edmund J. Miller, who
was with the church for eight
years. Rev. Ralph K. Weber then
became pastor till 1965, when
Rev. Robert R. Coon took over.

In 1865 First Church had a
membership of 237 and an
average attendance of 212 people.
By 1971 the membership had
increased to 273, however,

a;’;r&ge attendance decreased to
163.

In 1571 Rev. James Gingerich,
from Burrton became pastor and
holds the position today.

As of December 31, 1972, total
membership of the First Church
was 268, with an average at-
tendance of 165,

Worship service is now held at
9:30 a.m. Sundays. Sunday
Sehool i3 at 10:30 a.m. Active
organizations are youth
fellowship, junior choir, chancel
choir, sisters mission society,
mission study workers, board of
deacons, trustees, Christian
education, and Christian Service
and church council.

The First Mennonite Church of
Christian tells a story of the past,
and is a part of Moundridge area
history being made today.

PAST AND PRESENT, The First Mennonite Church of
Christian, The older structure was erected in 1884, Christian,
Kansas. In 1908, it was moved to it's present site, Moundridge.
The newer church, built in 1949, is used today.
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Ground broken for Swiss memorial marker

by Andrew Shelly

Ground breaking ceremonies
were held last Thursday moming
on the site of the construction of
the Swiss Memorial Marker to be
erected a short distance west of
the Hopefield Mennanite Church.
The prayer of dedication was
delivered by Rev. Andrew R.
Shelly, pastor of the Hopefield
-congregation.

Vernon Wedel, Halstead, son of
Jacob Wedel of the Moundridge
commiunity who is a resident of
Memorial Home, will serve as
contractor to construct the
twenty foot stone tower. Assisting
him on Thursday was Milo
Goering, member of Eden

Mennonite Church, son of Mr.
and Mrs. B. J. Goering, who
translated the history of the
coming of the Swiss Mennonites
by P. P. Wedel.

Twenty tons of silverdale stone
arrived during the morning
hours. The plot was laid out and
footings poured before evening.
One of the interesting discoveries
encountered during the digging of
the foundation was an old square
nail. It is assumed that this nail
was used in the construction of
the old Immigrant House in 1874,
The nail will be on display as a
link to the original house and
dwellers on the land.

It is anticipated that the initial
construction of the 20 foot tower

GROUNDBREAKING AT THE Swiss Mennonite Memorial
Marker site west of Moundridge included from left: Pete
Schrag, Pete Kaufman (both of the Hopefield Church), Harley
J. Stucky, President of the Association, Vernon Wedel, con-
tractor and Milo Geering, Eden Mennonite Church. (Andrew
Shelly Photo)

CHESTER KOEHN OF GOERING HARDWARE unloaded 20
tons of Silverdale Stone from one truck. [(Andrew Shelly
Fhotao).

will take about 8 to 10 weeks.
Next spring the 40 ft. monument
will be completed. The top half
will consist of two parts. A large
ten foot high seamless globe will
rest on the stone Llower,
representing our world. On top of
this will be a ten foot cross.

Harley J. Stucky, North
Newton, serves as president of
the Swiss Mennonite Cultural and
Historical Association, and
Walter Goering, Moundridge,
serves as treasurer. Chairmen of
committees are as follows:
Memorial Marker, Menno
Kaufman; Immigrant House
Replica, Melvin Stucky; Fine
Arts, Mrs. Elmer H. Goering;
Recipes, Mrs. Alice Kaufman;
Cultural and Practical Arts,
Herbert E. Stucky; Clothing,
Mrs. Varden Loganhbill; Family
Pictures, Mrs. Art Wedel; Wheat,
Ray Lichti; Swiss Community,
Ed R. Stucky; Fund Raising,
Menno Kaufman; Tours of
Historical Sites, Dale Stucky and
Promotion, William E. Juhnke.

Work this week is proceeding
with Vernon Wedel in charge of
construction and Jonas Flickner
in charge of landscaping.

The dates for the Swiss Cen-
tennial celebrations are Aupust
11 (the date of the docking of the
City of Richmond) and Sep
tember 1 and 2, 1974

Moundridge Journal
23 August 1973



Second in a series

Hutchinson News - 2 Sept. 1973
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Young men played

migration roles

(Ed. note — Kansas will celebrate
the 100th ANNIVErSary of the in-
troduction of Turkey Red Hard Win-
ter Wheat into the state in 1974, The
wheat was introduced here by Russian
Mennonites who migrlltd lo escape
Russian militarism and natiomalism.
In a series of copyrighted articles,
John F. Schmidt. of the Mennonite Li-
brary and Archives, North Mewton,
traces the history and background of
the Mennonite migration. )

(C) By John F. Schmidt
Mennonite Library

Having received documentary
assurances of their religious free-
dom and of their nonresistant
status from Catherine II and lat-
er also from Paul 1, Mennonites
in Russia were most reluctant in
1870 to consider migration. They
continued to think that a per-
sonal representation to the czar
was all that was necessary to
confirm all the ancient privi-
leges.

The work of Cornelius Jansen
was crucial in convineing them
that 1) the new laws would in-
deed alter their status and
threaten to undermine their reli-
gious position and 2) North
America was the only viable des-
tination in the consideration of
migration.

Two young men, who later
made significant contributions
to Kansas, played a vital role in
getting the migration under way.
David Goerz was a promising
school teacher and Bernhard
Warkentin was the son of a mill-
er. Their intimate friendship, as
shown by their correapondence
in the Mennonite Library and
Archives, began in 1861 when
Warkentin was 14 and Goerz
was 12,

David GGoerz

K new pnsition

By 1872 Warkentin was wel]
aware of the threatened position
of the Mennonites and the rising
migration fever, With two other
young men, Philipp Wiebe and
Peter Dyck, he embarks for
America in the late spring of
1872, It was a venture of three
young men who could afford to
travel but for Warkentin it must
have had definite exploratory
overtones.

The group visited Niagara
Falls, Chicago, St. Louis, and
then stopped at Summerfield,
I1l., where Christian Krehbiel
was the pastor of a Mennonite
church, The ohservant Warken-
tin took note of agricultural con-
ditions wherever ha went,

A few weeks later he wrote
from Brookville, west of Salina,
using the letterhead of the
Brookville House. He describes
the trip to Milwaukee, via Chi-
cago, through Wisconsin and
inte Minnesota. In Minnesota
they (with land agents) traveled
for five days by horse and buggy
thiough the open prairie.

; -

B. Warkentin

Winter too lon

Warkentin liked the black soil
and the abundant streams. He
does think the winter lasts too
lemg and the mosquitoes were
terrible. They proceeded
through lowa to Omaha where
they took the Union Pacific to
Cheyenne, stopping several
times to make horse-drawn trips
into the country. From Denver
they went to Central City and
then back by Central Pacvificto
Brookville. *'When we got to the
state of Kansas we noticed that
the whole prairie was filled with
buffalo skeletons. Once in a
while we saw buffalo herds in
the distance.”

Hefore the summer is spent,
Warkentin has decided to stay
in America while his two friends
plan to leave New York for Rus-
sia Uet. 1.

Warkentin now becomes the
guest of state and railway land

- agents. He has heard of wonder-

ful land in Oregon and Washing-
ton and already he is fearful that
land prices are rising as a result
of the migration westward.



Long letters

Meanwhile, back in the Uk-
raine, David Goerz, the
schoolteacher, writes vol-
uminous letters to his faithful
friend telling of the sentiment of
the Mennonites toward migra-
tion. When letters from Warken-
tin finally arrive Goerz is re-
quested to share the letter with
wthers. “People here want to
know very much about America
and your valuable letters from
the new world not only serve the
interest of our friendship but
also the interest of many, many
penple in this congregation.”

There is opposition to the mi-
gration in Russia while some
who had been in favor of migra-
ting to Palestine nowopenly pro-
mote America. Some congrega-
tions are preparing to elect rep-
resentatives to be sent on an in-

—wostigativeLtour »f Americ
Repeatedly, delegations are sent
to St. Petersburg to plead the
case of the Mennonites,

Goerz is fearful that their let-
ter writing activity would rouse
local or political suspicion. He
advises Warkentin that his re.
turn to Rusaia may be hazard-
ous. Later he tells Warkentin
that the printed materials sent
from America has evidently
filled the wastebaskets of the
Russian censors and border post
offices.
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He prepares

Meanwhile Goerz makes his
own preparations to migrate to
the new world. In October he
sells his small farm; in Decem-
bher he submits his resignation of
his school position for the follow-
ing vear. During the Christmas
holidays he visits relatives and
friends, always sharing informa-
tion from Warkentin's letters
and thus promoting the migra-
tion idea,

In March he is confident that
this will be his last month in
Huszia; he has given his final ex-
aminations, bid farewell to
school and friends, and proceeds
on a farewell visit through the
colonies. Then something hap-
pened to frustrate his plans.
With embarrasament and ex-
treme disappointment he writes
on April 23, "It is impossible to
indicate the emotions which
overwhelmed us as our loved
ones preceeded us to America
and we remained behind for an
indefinite time, and it is equally
impossible to explain the diffi-
culties which made our depar-
ture at this time unattainable.”

His passport seems not to
have been cleared. However, lat-
er in the summer he did leave,
for on Aug. 21 he and his family,
together with some forty-five
other Mennonites, arrived in
New York on the Holsatia.

Meanwhile, Warkentin at-
tended McKendrie College, in
Lebanon, Mo., spent some time
in Texas, and met some of the
delegates from Russia, accom-
panying some of them to Texas
and Kansas. The Goerz family
proceeded to Summerfield, II-
lingis where David became the
teacher of the parish school.



Too Warm

Hutchinson News - 9 Sept 1973

Mennonites nearly
passed over Kansas

{Ed. nate — hamsas will celebrate
the 100th .inni\rr'ur?. ol the im-
troduction ol l'urlr} Red Hard Win-
ter Wheat into the state in 1974, The
wheal was introdweed bere I)_n Buissian
Mennonites who migrated to escape
Hussian militarism and nmationalizm,
In a series of copyrighted articles,
Joha F. Schmidy, of the Meanonite Lis
brary and Archives, Sorth Newion,
traces the iin'lur:,. and h:rlgrnu.ru‘l al
the Mennonite migration. )

(C) By John F. Schamidy
Mennenite Library

Letters from America dis-
tributed by Comelius Jansen
among his friends in Hussia as
well as information shared by
David Goerz from letters by his
friend Bernhard Warkentin may
have been decisive in causing
the Mennonites to think of
America as the promised land.

However, most Mennonites
still expected more information
and there was some skepticiam
that the information available
wis not really official. Jansen
was not & ministerial leader and
Watkentin was a youth in a
society that was more trustiul of
age in such important matters.

The children of lsrael had sent
spies to the promised land to
evaluate the proapects and bring
back a report. This procedure
was not unfamiliar to the Men-
nonites in Russia. Prior to their
settlement in South Russia they
had sent two men, Johann
Bartach and Jacob Hoeppner,
from West Prussia to Hussia to
spy out the promised land.

Picked delegaies

Thus on February 11th, 1873
David Goerz writes to Warken-
tin that the migration idea has
become sefficiently serious that
several congregations have cho-
sen delegates who are to make
an investigation trip to America.
The delegates were chosen by
various communities and con-
gregations wherever migration
was a serious option. That the
delegation finally numbered
twelve was sheer coincidence as
the various groups of Men-
nonites acted quite indepen-
dently in selecting their dele-
gates,

Wilhelm Ewert

The instructions to some
of the delegates covered their
mission. They were 1w 1)
confact governmental
agencies in an alfempl to se-
curé assurances of religious
freedom, including ex-
emption from military serv-
ice, 2) look for land of good
quality and sufficient quan-
tity to meet their needs and
available at convenient
terms, 3] secure some gssur-
ance that they would be able
fo continue their church
services in their own manner
and in the German language,
and 4) secure reductions in
ransporialion  expenses  as
had already been affered by
Canada,

The delegates left in three
groupa and traveled indepen-
dently of each other in the early
stages of their journey. They
made contacts with Mennonites
in Pennsylvania and Ontario,
Canada and on the way to the
west stopped at Elkhart, Ind.
where John F. Funk, the Men-
nonite publisher, was the mov-
ing spirit in providing informa-
tion and guidance. All groups
met in Fargo, Dakota from
where they took a boat on the
h‘.ﬁ;d River for Winnipeg, Mani-
Lobha
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Tobias Unruh
Wrote memoirs

Several of these delegates, in-
cluding Jakob Buller who later
settled with the Alexanderwohl
congregation in southern Marion
County, and Leonhard Soder-
mann who settled at Whitwater,
left letters or wrote memoirs re-
counting their experiences.
Christian Krehbiel, then living
at Summerfield, [11., also wrote
memoirs in which he told of his
contacts with delegates, In addi-
tion, there are diaries by Tobias
Unruh who settled in South Da-
kota and Paul Tschetter, a lead-

{er of the Hutterites, who settled

jin the Dakotas.

some of he (mpressions
and abservations af the dele-
gates are noteworthy. obias
Unruh, for example, noted
*that, “fn America the people
do not live in colonies [ike we
do in Kussia. B e jind a lene
home here and another one
there,” This finding led 10 a
SJurther observation, "It s
our desire o sefile  collee-
tively on farms like in Hussio
and these iselated farmers
would hinder this.™

In Manitoba, Unruh observed
that it would be very good
country if “'ditches were pro-
vided that the low places could
be dramned.” All the delegates
were observant of soil condi-
tions, prices of farm produce,
and wages paid to farm labor.



Impressed with Canada

The delegates were enter.
tained at length in Manitoba
where William Hespeler, a rep-
resentative of his Canadian gov-
ernment, arranged land in-
spection tours and also in-
troduced them to the governor of
the province. Their impression
of Manitoba seems to have been
very favorable. However, after
several wagon tours in the
country Sudermann wrote
“Brother Buller and | came to
the conclusion today that the
fourteen townshipa designated
for us were insignificant and we
had better start back tomorrow
morning.” After over two weeks
in Manitoba they were back in
the states touring Minnesota
and the Dakotas,

After 180 more weeks in
in these areas they briefly vi-
vited paris of Lowa and Ne-
braska and then reconnoi-
tered at Summerfield, I,
where they found Christian
Krehbiel, the church elder,
busy stacking grain. Ex-
periences were shared unil
past midnight.

sSpeaking for all the delegates
Sudermann wrote “We now telt
that our mission in investigating
the various localities to deter.
mine the suitability for settle-
ment for our people to be about
finished although Kansas had
nit vet heen thought of, but
since the eastern part, which is
maost suitable all taken up, this
was_plac dismissed.'’ In his
memoirs Christian Krehbiel
writes, “That was a painful bit
of news for Warkentin and to
soften it for him [ ventured the
observation that...if their com-
mission was to find the best land
availahle, then they had not
fully discharged their mandate
for they had not seen Kansas or
Texas and could accordingly not
include them in their report,"”

Wilhelm Ewert who later set-
ted near Hillsboro agreed,
“Krehbiel ia right; [ am going to
make the trnip.” However, Suder-
mann chose to go east without
seeing hansas,

Kansas too warm

Krehbiel then tells of the trip
to Kansas by Buller and Ewert
escorted by Warkentin, Buller
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was convineed that Kansas was
too warm. Krehbiel argued that
in Kansas one required fewer
clothes, less fuel, less winter fod-
der, and farmers enjoyed a long-
er season to do their work, Buller
was not convinced. Krehbiel
continues, “Man proposes and
God disposes. Without any fur-
ther intervention on my part
Buller and his vast congregation
from Alexanderwohl, Russia
eventually did come to Kansas."

Before returning to their
homes the delegates again wvis-
ited Mennonites in Pennaylva-
nia whose material help would
later become very significant,
Some delegates visited the of-
fices of the MNorthern Pacific
Railway and a group also took
time out to see President Grant
in Washington, D.C. Early in
September the delegates were
back in Europe. However, they
already met some of the Men-
nonité immigrants and the mi-
gration was underway.

That so many of these immi-
grants chose to settle in Kansas
in the face of competition from
Canada whose offers could not
be duplicated on this side of the
border is truly remarkable. How-
ever, even as the delegates were
touring the Dakotas, Kansas,
and Texas, land had already
heen bought by Russian Men-
nonites in Morris and Marion
Counties. In future articles we
will ook at the machinery of mi-
gration and Mennonite encoun-
ters with the American 2
ment and the western railways.



WHEAT CENTENNIAL

preliminaries get under way as whole area
plans on Turkey Red Winter Wheat activity

Not long ago the Aberdeen
Angus people celebrated the cen-
tennial of the introduction of the
black cattle in the United States
at a little town ecalled Victoria
in north central Kansas. The
celebration was not very long,
but it made its mark on his-
toric dates.

We are coming up now on a
year, all of which has been de-
signated as *Turkey FRed Hard
Winter Wheat Centennial™ year
by a Kansas House concurrent
regolution No, 1014, passed by
the Kansas legislature and signed
by the governor,

Advent of Turkey Red Winter
Wheat to the Figh Plains area
iz one of the most important
agricultural events in the his-
tory of this vast, flat, semi-arid
ccuniry running from deep in
Texas north to the Canadian bor-
der. Turkey Red wheat is the hase
of a vast wheat production em-
pire in the High FPlains. [Not
much of the real, old Turkey
Red is left, but the genes of the
prowd old wheat live on in its
many descendents. Besides an
empire of wheat production,
based on the old Turkey Red,
a second empire of wheat
handling, movement, and pro-
Ccessing.

The cattle browight imto  the
High Plains to graze and grow
in the wake of the buffalo herds
that once roamed the Plains,
provided one major part of the
agricultural pleture. The winter
wheat brought into Kansas in
1874 by the Mennonite people
laid the foundation for a second
great agricultural empire in this
central United States.

A Kansas committes was
formed for the Centennial
at Hillshoro when a meeting was
called by HRobert Arnold, repre-
septing  Governor Docking, An
executive committee and an ad-
visory committee was formed to
work with the yvear-long cclebra-
Liomn.

On  the executive committes
are Harley J. Stucky MNorih
Newton, and Wesley J. Prieb,
gean of Tabor eollege, Hillsboro,
co~chairman: Robert A. Arnold,
Hillskboro, secretary-treasurer;
Dr. Floyd Smith, Kansas State
university; Tom C. Roberts, pre-

. Glenn Gottlob, assistant

High Plains Journal
10 Sept 1973

sident, Kansas Wheat Improve-
ment associetion,  Manhattan;
John M. Cranor, executive vice-
president, Kansas Grain and
Feed Dealers association, Hutch-
inson:; Byron Woeod,  assistant
director, Kansas Department of
Economic Development, Topeka;
BRCT-
tary, Kansas Department of Ag-
riculture, Topeka; John R. Duke-
low, Kansas Wheat Commission,
Hutchinson: and John Becker, re-
presentative of the Kansas As-
sociation of Wheat Growers, Syl
van Grove,

" The first thing the Centennial
committee did was to announce
a contest for a design or logo
to identify the year's celebration.
The design will be used on let-
terheads, billboards, publications,
and promotional material.

Anyone may enter the contest,

Prize for the winning design
is 3100, with second and third
prizes of $35 and $15.

Designs must be a minimum
of 8 by & inches in size, and
should be sent to the State
Wheat Centennial Office, 109 East
Grand, Hillsboro, Kansas 67063,
All entries must be postmarked
not later than Sept. 35, 1873,

Evidence and structares of the
savs 100 years Lgo when Turkey
Red Hard Winter Wheat was
brought into Kansas have been
slipping away with the years.
There are several projecis o
reconstriuct or restore some of
the -early buildings  connected
with people who were early pro-
moters of the wheat such 1]
Berphard Warkentin, a Menno-

nite miller of Halstead and MNew-

ton

O history there is plenty. Tur-
key Red, the wheat which chang-
ed Kansas farming, was brought
into Kansas by the Mennonites,
fleeing military conseription by
a Ruossian =ozar,

One of the members of the
advisory committee is Dr. Corn-
elius Krahn, professor emeritus
in ehurch history and German,
from Bethel college, North New-
ton, For many years, Dr., Krahn
served as  director of the
Mennonite Historical Library and
Archives in North Newton. Te-
day the records of the coming
of the Mennonites have been
well-preserved in these archives.

Similar information in the
state's  libraries and museums
will be wvaluable 1o those parti-
cipating in the Wheat Centennial,

We would like to see groups
all over the state of Kansas —
and in other states such as
Texas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Ne-
braska., Wyoming and North and
South Dakota, who benefit from
the introduction of Turkey Red
Hard Winter Wheat — ook
about them to see not only what
they have that is of historic val-
ue, but also what has grown from
those little grains of wheat the
Mennonites brought with  them
when they came to this country
seeking freedom. Then when they
have located and authenticated
their find, the local group needs
to shine and refurbish it, and
get it out so that people far and
near will pay attention.

We're all for a Wheat Centen-
nial. We hope wheat producers
make it work.
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STATE WHEAT CENTEMMIAL BULLETIN

This bulletin is designed to introduce you to the 18974 Turkey Hard Red Wintar Wheat Centennial
for the state of Kansas. The wheat centennial state olfice is located at 121 South Main Street,
Hillsboro, Kansas.

While the responsibilities and aclivities of this office are being defined at this time, we are
already responding to many inguiries about the goals and purposes of the wheat centennial, the
growth of the Kansas wheat industry, and the dates of the celebrations and festivities wnich will
take place during 1974, the cemtennial year. Future issues of this information sheet will announce
the plans for the state-wide activities and the local communities as they become available.

PROCLAMATION
BY THE GOVERMNOR
Executive Depariment
State of Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

TO THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS, GREETINGS:

WHEREAS, Kansas grows twenly percent (20%) of the whaal of the nation and serves as the
""Bread Basket of the World''; and ;

WHEREAS, most of this wheat originated from Turkey Hard Red Winter Wheat — the seeds
of which were brought by the Mennonites to the prairies of central Kansas from Southern Russia
in 1874; and

WHEREAS, wheat is essential to the health and welfare of millions, net only in the United
States, but abroad in many lands; and

WHEREAS, the waving fields of hard red winter wheal continue to contribute substantially
to the economy, growth and heritage of the State of Kansas:

MNOW, THEREFORE, | ROBERT B. DOCKING, GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF KAMSAS,
do hereby proclaim

1974 as the Turkey Hard Red Winter Wheat Centennial

and encourage every Kansas city or community and citizens fo participate in planning and sup-
porting appropriate centenmnial celebrations and activities during 1974, DOME at the capitol in
Topeka under the Great Seal of the State, this 17th day of September, A.D., 1973, BY THE GOV-
ERMNOR: Robert B. Docking,

Elwell M, Shanahan
iSecretary of State) Page 1 of 2



THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE TURKEY HARD RED WINTER WHEAT CENTEMNIAL

Co-Chairman Wesley J. Prieb, Hillsboro

Co-Chairman Harlay J. Stucky, Morth Newton

Secretary-Treas. FRobert A. Arnold, Hillsboro

Membaer Dr. Floyd W. Smith, Manhattan Kansas State University

Member Tom C. Roberts, Manhattan Kansas Wheat Improvement Assn.
Member Byron Wood, Topeka Kansas Dept. of Economic Dev,
Member Glenn Gottlob, Topeka Kansas Department of Agriculture
Member John R. Dukelow, Hutchinson Kansas Wheat Commission
Member John M. Craner, Hutchinson Kansas Grain and Feed Dealers
Member John Becker, Sylvan Grove Kansas Assn. of Wheat Growers

THE CENTEMNMIAL OFFICE STAFF

Shelda J. Harms Office Manager
Lollie J. Hayes Office Secratary
Raymond F. Wiebe Research Associate and Public Relations

WHEAT GROWING IN EARLY KANSAS

The story of winter wheat raising in Kansas is older than statehood itself. The Shawnee Indian
Mission, In Johnson County, reported sowing 100 acres of winter wheat in 1839. A Sac and Fox
Indian farmer sowed 40 acres in 1850 and members of the Osage Tribe were reportedly sowing
wheat in 1851. The early white settlers raised both spring and winter wheat of the soflter types,
together with a greater acreage of corn.

Wheat production increased in Kansas during these early years, along with the population gain,
as more land was opened for crops. Corn cccupied a major portion of the cropland. In 1875,
corn production was still almost six times as large as the wheat yield.

Wheat production statistics were separated into the spring or winter types lor the first time in
1870. That year spring wheat production was larger than that for winter wheat. But by 1872,
twice as much winter wheat was raised while spring wheat had declined. This trend continued
so that by 1886 winter wheat was harvested from 982,000 acres, and spring wheat was harvested
from 83,500 acres.

T. C. Henry, a self-styled- ""winter wheat evangelist'’, planted S00 acres east of Abilene in
1873. He sowed the Early Red May and Little Red May varieties of soft winter wheat. By 1878
his operation covered 10,000 acres in Dickinson County. (Much of the above information is
based on the article by Dr. Homer E. Secolofsky in MARKETING KANSAS WHEAT, 1958).

Eight vanguard Mennonite families from the Crimea and Molotschna areas of South Russia set-
tled In Marion County during the summer and fall of 1873. They were: Peter Funk, Jacob Funk,
Abraham Quiring, Johann Fast, Heinrich Flaming, Rudelf Riesen, J. J. Funk, and Henry Unruh.
In addition, Bernhard Warkentin (a single man) and Peter Wiebe, together with German Men-
nonites from Summerfield, lllinois, reserved land near Halstead in Harvey County during late
1873.

These small groups of immigrants were reinforced by hundreds of Mennonite families from South
Russia during the late summer and fall months of 1874. These 1874 immigrants brought small
amounts of many agricultural seeds with them including some Turkey Hard Red Winter Wheat,
They settled on Santa Fe Railroad land in Marion, McPherson, Harvey and Reno Counties.
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Mennonite Weekly Review - 20 Sept 1973

Grain Brought by Mennonites

Kansas Governor Proclaims
1974 Wheat Centennial

total,

‘The centennial year was initiat-
ed by the 1973 Kansas Legislature
with the passage of House Con-
current Resolution 1014, intro-
duced by Rep. Walter W. Graber
of Pretty Prairie,

NAMED IN THE resolution to
participate in implementing the

of Agriculture, Kansas State Uni-
versity, the Kansas Association of
Wheat Growers, the Mennonite

Tc--plm and coordinate centen-

Steinbach Observance
To Mark Arrival of
Immigrants in 1874

Steinbach, Man—July 31, 1974
has been designated “Steinbach
Day" for special celebrations com-
memorating the arrival of the [irst
Mennonites in Canada 100 years
ago, according to a declaration of
Mayor A. D. Penmer.

i
!
§
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nial activides, Governor Docking
requested Robert Arnold of Hills-
boro to convene a planning session
in July, which resulted in the for-
mation of the Kansas Wheat Cen-
tennlal Committee. Executives of
the committee are Harley J.
Stucky of North Newton and Wes-
ley Frieb of Hillsboro, co-chair-
men, and Robert Ammold, secre-
tary-treasurer.

The commitiee established a
state centennial office in Hillshoro
in response to an offer by the
Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce
to provide staff and facilities. The
ollice stall includes Shelda Harms,
office manager, and Ray Wiebe,
research and public relations con-
sultant.

FOUR FROJECTS have already
been initiated through the Hills-
boro office:

—A centeénmial stamp to be is-
sied by the U.S. Postal Service;

—A wheat centennial car tag
for 1974;

—A contest to create an official
wheat emblem;

the designation of

—Promoting
.mﬂ,n!U.S.H.ighmmlrm

The committee plans to promote
a five-county area in central Kan-
sas as “Turkey Red Country,”
focusing on historical sites in com-
munities such as Hillshoro, Goes-
sel, Newton, Moundridge, Hal-
stead, and Buhler-Inman area. A
trail linking the sites Is to be plot-
b,

THE WHEAT Centennial Com-
mittee is cooperating with the In-
ter-Mennonite Centennial Commit-
tee, which is planning a major fes-
tival in Wichita's Century IT cen-
ler in October of 1974,

The event Is to include a page-
ant-drama, a male chorus (estival,
arts and crafis exhibits, music
concert, ethnie foods, and celebra-
tion through worship. The page-
ant-drama, now being written by
Urie Bender, will later make a
tour of varicus communities.
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Mennonite history

Hutchinson News - 23 Sept 1973
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Special travel plans

(Ed. note — Kansas will celehrate
the [00th anniversary of the in-
troduction of Turkey Red Hard Win-
ter Wheal into the state in 1974, The
wheat was introduced bhere by Kussian
Mennonites who migrated o escape
Russisn militarism and nationalism.
In & series of copyrighted articles,
John F. Schmidi, of the Mennonite Li-
brary amd Archives, Morth Newton,
traces the history and background of
the Mennonite migration. )

John F. Schmidt
Mennonite Library
(Fifth in & series )

One of the assignments given
the Mennonite delegates on
their investigation tour to Amer-
ica was to negotiate with trana-
portation companies in order to
secure favorable rates and con-
cessions on lands these com-
panies had at their disposal.

A group of the delegates did
confer with officials of the
Morthern Pacific Railroad and
secured from them pmpunl;
which offered land in the Da-
kotas at an average price of 33
per acre, with seven yvears credit,
free land for church and schoal
purposes, and favorable trans-
portation rates from New York.

Although this was good as far
as it went, American Men-
nonites soon realized the need of
an organized effort in dealing
with steamship and rail lines
and in gathering and dishursing
funds to aid in financing the mi-
gration, Before the close of 1873,
two committees were formed in
the States and one in Canada to
deal with the migration, The
work of the Mennonite Board of

Guardians, headguartered at
Summoerfield, 11l., was most ef.
fective in aiding the migration to
the plains states.

tifficers of the Mennonie
Board of Guardians were
Christian Krehbiel, presi-
dent; David Goerz, secre-
tary; fohn Funk, treasurer;
and Bernhard Warkentin,
business ageni. Funk was a
publisher ar Elkhare, Ind,
The other members belonged
to the church at Summer field
and in the following year
were jo migrate to Halstead,

Circulars to Russia

The BHoard of Guardians set
for itself the goal of making it
possible for every Mennonite
whao wished to do so to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to
migrate to America, Circulars
were at once sent to Russia ex-
plaining the mechanics of the
plan. The Board solicited gifts
and loans of money and in turn
made the money available as a
gift or loan. Arrangements were
immediately made with steam-
ship companies to secure favor-
able rates and to secure their co-
aperation in honoring credit cer-
tificates issued by the Board
which passengers would present
in lieu of cash for ticketa.

In order to secure special
rates for Mennonites, avail-
able only to Mennonites,
each family was identified by
a certificate signed by the el-
der of the church. The cer-

tificate further stated, “not
having the means to pay his
way, he may, upon present-
ing this certificate, apply for
the necessary means, te the
Aid Committee of Needy
Mennonite Emigrants in New
York, for the journey from . .

It was expected that those
with means would pay their way
and help their needy brethren. It
was also expected that some
would require help from Ham-
burg while others would need as-
sistance from New York only,
Since the estimates of the num-
ber migrating was at first placed
as high as 50,000, the Board
feared that its resources might
be consumed too speedily if the
poor people were allowed to
come in too great numbers,

Help from Quakers

Funds were solicited all over
America and Canada. Quakers
in England also contributed to
the immigration fund. The mi-
grants also formed mutual aid
corporations in the various con-
gregations through which those
who were able contributed or
loaned money to & common trea-
sury for the benefit of those who
were destitute.

Another phase of the work of
the Hoard was that of meeting
the emigrant ships, giving the
emmigrants an introduction to
America and eapecially guarding
them from being victimized by
charlatans and unscrupulous
land agents. The astute Hern-
hard Warkentin discharged
this task very ably until he felt



made migratio

.....

gation, who settled near Inman, came (o Amer-

forced to withdraw because of
suspicions raised against him in
Hussia that he has using his fa-
ther's money to promote the mi-
gration.

Steamship and rail lines were
vving with each other to get the
burgeoning migration business.
The Board of Guardians con-
tracted with the Inman Line for
oceéan transportation while the
Executive Aid Committee of
Pennsylvania closed a contract
with the Red Star Line whose
steamers landed at Phila-
delphija.

J. §. Abbott of the Erie Rail-
way (. and agent of the Inman
Line wrote to Warkentin, April
17, 1874: I am sorry to_learn

that some of the Mennonites in
Pennsylvania prefer the Red
Star Line. The accounts of the
disasters that are befalling their
steamers will not be encouraging
{to your people in Europe to come
[by that line.™
- £35 for passage
Rates were so attractive that
passage could be booked from
Hamburg to Atchison for $35.00.
In fact, non-Mennonites heard
of some of the arrangements of-
fered the Mennonites through
the Board of Guardians and of-
fered to pay their way if only
they could come under the Men-
nonite “umbrella.” :
Once in America the emmi-
grants still needed help. It was
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n easier

ica on the Teutonia. (Photo courtesy The
Mariners Museurm, Hrwpﬂrl News, Va.)

the plan of the Board to find e
ployment among the Ameri
Mennonites for all emmigran
needing money and able to w
Bernhard Warkentin, for ex
nmple.rcarriad with hir
uests from congregations an
F:::i;miliea for emmigrant worker;
which he tried to honot when by,
met the incoming ship. A fey
young men stopped in Pennsy!||
vania or [ndiana to earn mone}
fell in love with their employe
daughter and never joined the-|
relatives in the West. .
Records of the Board shol|
that it expended some 341,008
However, its aid in advisi
counseling and directing »
perhaps the most significant
pect of its work, -
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Arrival in America

(Ed. note — Kansas will celebrate
the 100th anniversary of the in.
troduction of Turkey Red Hard Win-
ter Wheat into the state in 1974, The
wheat was introduced here by Russian
Mennonites who migrated to escape
Russian militarism and pationalism,
In a series of copyrighted articles,
John F, Schmidi, of the Mennonite Li-
brary and Archives, North Newton,
traces the history and background of
the Mennonite migration, )

By John F. Schmidt
Mennonite l.ibn.rr

(Sixth in & series)

A migration sets the stage for
high expectations as well as for
deeply felt emotions. Some
members of a family circle leave
and some remain. First impres.
sions are deeply etched. This
was particularly true of the
Mennonite migration of the
1870,

In one instance a few families
remained to collect the money
from the sale of their land. This
was necessary because they had
not been able to sell their land to
fellow Mennonites. One of these
writea to friends in America,
“Your leaving drew me and my
wife to Hochstadt to see the last

in off. There we experienced
what parting means in this
woitld, as brothers, sisters, rela-
tivea and friends took leave."

‘A dead silence’

Of the first Sunday after the
migration he writes, “There
were few people in the church. It
was like a dead silence com-
pared to former times. O, when [
recall the farewell sermons of El-
der Buller and all, yes all, of the
other ministers, and now th
are all gone, as well as all of my
loved ones,”

In another letter there are
guestions, “The wagon you have
bought, has it iron axles? The
hay vou have made, is it like
ours that we have in the shed? Is
the butter high per pound? Cof-
fee and tea, is it expensive per
pound? When we come will
there be land for us to be had
near you, of will we be as far
from you as we lived here?"

Of those who wrote of their
first encounters with American
ways, none wrote in greater de-
tail or more observantly than H.
R. Voth who was nineteen at the
time of the migration.

Barracks in Nebraska

For some time the group in
which Voth found himself was
quartered at Lincoln, Nebraska,
in temporary barracks while the
leaders investigated railroad
lands. “Here," he says, “1 had a
golden opportunity to put into
practical use my English which [
had learned in books in Russia
and which | cherished very
much.”

After serving as translator for
the immigrant groups at Lin-
coln, the group later transferred
to Topeka, choosing land in
Kansas in preference to Nebraa-
ka. As Voth tells it,

“AIII"" we were housed
in a u.r;e empiy factory,
King's Bridge g f r;-
peka, near the rﬂlrmd aml
the river. The entire floor
had been covered with new
boards and the immigrants
were then shown itheir
places, family by family. In
the center I once counted
129 kitchen stoves in a row.
There the people cooked,
baked and did their washing.
The railroad supplied the

necessary fuel. As soon as
one freight car of wood had
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didn’t end problems
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OLD KING'S Bridge Building, Topeka, was a temporary shelter for migrating Mennonites.
rain, only wind, dusty and

south of Hillsboro, gives us the
burden of those with major re-  very hot, all this fell over me,
sponsibilities, He had selected 30 [ could not help myself
land and while waiting in Peabo-  but leave my tears free
dy for the families to follow, he floae. ™

been consumed, another

loaded one would be rolled
into the building. ™

After the settlement areas had

things and asked questions
but nobody understood
them; then they would be
showon to the spot where our
family camped where they

been chosen, the Santa Fe pro-
ceeded to build immigrant
houses at the various locations
chosen for settlement. The needs
of the Mennonites were an-
nounced in the newspapers and
aoon, Voth says, “our home was
the center of a large farmer's
market.”” Here his translation
service was again used from
early to late. He tells us further,

were not a little surprised
that I could answer them in
English, which no doubt was
miserable enough, never-
theless did yield some recog-
mition, ft remained wnforger-
table for this yvouth when a
visitor clusped his shoulder
and sand, 0, vou will be o
senalor some tme, vou will
be a senator some time!' a
prophecy which uniil this
time (1929) has not been
Sulfilled.”

Voth's reaction was that of a
young man with few presaing re-
sponsibilities. The response of
Elder Jacob A. Wiebe, leader of
tha Gnadenau group aettling

“On Sundays many visi-
tors from the city and the vi-
cinity wsually came to the
Kings Bridge Shop to see the
immigrants whe twere en-
camped as a herd of catile on
the boarded floors. Many

were curtous about various

meditated,

“The great responsibility
of having selected a place af
settlement for se many poor
people rested heavily on_me,
In my great grief I sat down
on the steps, I thought of the
poor families with their chil-
dren, we had ne provisions,
no friend in the new world,
the winter was nigh at the
door, we were wanting of
diwellings, provisions, agri-
cultural implements and
seed, everything was high in
price, some of ours were old,
weak and sick, the fulure
seemed wvery gloomy, there
were also ne prospects of

Wiehe was consoled and told

it would rain. On a Sunday
maorning he took his family in hia
wagon and rode out to the settle-
ment location.

“I had loaded some lum-
ber and utensils and my fam-
ily an top. S50 we rode in the
deep grass to the little stake
that marked the spot [ hod
chosen. When we reached
the same, | siopped, my wife
asked me, Why do you stop?
I said we are to [ive here.
Then she began to weep.”

Wiebe and Voth and the oth-

ers lived to see happier and more
prosperous times,



{Bv Karen Sipes)
Recreating the style of nearly a
century ago, John Voth, Moundridge,
demonstrated recently the process of
threshing wheat with a flail.

Made by his grandfather to thresh
his first wheat harvest in this eountry,
the flail, as in ils initial harvest was
again used on wheat grown from seed
imported from Russia.

In conjuction with the preparations
for the 1974 Kansas Wheat Centennial,
Dr. Harley Stucky, North Newton, co
chairman of the centennial com-
mittee, began his efforts te obtain
Russian wheat in 1971 with letters to
the Dept of State and the Russian
Embassy.

Dr. Stucky, who is also executive
director of the Tri-College Centennial
Committee and president of the Swiss
Mennonite Cultural and Historical
Assn., received only discouragement
at first,

Told in February, 1972, thal a
quarantine for flag smut made im-

tation seed impossible, Stucky

owever, eventually, received a
shipping label from the Agriculiure
Dept. allowing him to continue his
efforts.

Designating President Nixon's visit
lo Moscow in May of that year as the
ice-breaker, Dr. Stucky finally
received 2 varieties, a total of about 13

unds, of Russian hard winter wheat
rom the All Union Institute of Plani
Husbandry, Leningrad, USSR.

ra
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Threshing wheat with flail revived

With the boxes which had contained

the wheat at this feet, Dr. Stucky said

shipment was made directly from the
U.5. Embassy in Moscow.

Clearly emblazoned with Nieman-
Marcus insignia, the boxes, Dr.
Stucky surmised, evidently came
from the famous Texas department
slore.

He described the wheat as having
unusually large kernels and being
exceplionally productive. It is the
type of wheat which is grown in the
Ukraine,” Dr. Stucky noted, “and
represents the best in Russian hard
winter wheat."

While a wagon loaded with the
harvest from that seed waited to be
flailed, Stucky, Voth, and Herbert
Stucky, Voth's cousin discussed the
tool's history and use as told them by
their fathers and grandfather.

Confident thatl the wheat which he
had planted on 4 acres purchased
from a homesteader near Moundridge
would yield a crop, their grandfather
made the tool that winter, the
grandsons related.

Having arrived at Moundridge in
Octlober, 1874, the elder Stucky and hs
3 sons planted the wheat wil wooden
peg harrow and a team of mules on
the land which had already been
plowed by the homesteader.

Made from 2 pieces of wood pur-
chased from a family at Halstead and
leather bowght at Lehman Hardware,
Newton, the flail was used throughout

the following winter to thresh the 80
bushels harvested from that first
crop, the heirs reported,

Telling how the fail works, Herbert
Stucky explained that the impact
knocks the grain from the head. The
siraw is then lifted with a fork. Wind
blows the chaff away from the ker-
nels, he said, as it is dumped from a
SCOOP.

Recalling earlier days, Voth
remembered threshing rye with the
same flail. “We borrowed it from
grandfather,” he said,

Also used in that first harvest was a
seythe with a cradle which, Voth
noted, is also still in the family.

Other links to those first settlers
also remain,

In addition te wheat, immigranis
brought with them from their mother
country other favorite seeds and
planis

“Our grandmother told us she
brought sugar peas, beans and poppy
seeds with her,” Voth added.

A peony plant, brought to this
country by his wife's elders, still
grows on the home place east of
MNewton, Herbert Stucky revealed.

He also has kept alive, with help
and advice from a nursery in Topeka,
an apricot tree which had been
brought to this country by his grand-
father

The past, in some cases, still lives in
the present.
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Flall Using a flail made by his grandfather in the winter
of 1874, John Voth, Moundridge, demonsirates the
process on wheat grown from seed imported from

EIDEI’t Russia. (Photo by Karen Sipes)
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Demonstrates forefathers” method
of harvesting wheat by hand

Recently John D. Voth, Mound-
ridge, demonstrated the wheat
threshing process employed by
area Mennonite immigrants
almost one hundred years ago.
The demeonstration took place on
land owned by Dr. Harley J.
Stucky, North Newton.

The harvest tool used in the
demonstration was a flail, made
from two pieces of wood and
leather, and constructed by Mr.
Voth's grandfather in 1874. It was
first used to harvest 80 bushels of
wheat from a 4 acre plot located
on land purchased from a
homesteader near Moundridge
that same year.

The wheat harvested in the
demonstration was Russian hard
red winter wheat similar to seed
brought to this country by the
Mennonite immigrants. It was
obtained from the All Union
Institute of Plant Husbandry in
Leningrad, USSR, due to the
efforts of Dr. Harley Stucky,

North Newton. Dr. Stucky is co- |

chairman of the 1974 Kansas
Wheat Centennial Committee.
The quest for the Russian wheat
began in 1971, and approximately
thirteen pounds of 2 different
varieties were finally received by
Dr. Stucky after lengthy
negotiations with the U.S. State
Department and the Russian
Embassy.

Herbert Stucky, Voth's cousin,
also of Moundridge, discussed the
tool's use and history, as related
by their respective fathers and
grandfather. He advised that the
flail is used to knock the grain

from the wheat heads. The straw
is then lifted with a fork, and the
wind blows the chaff away from
the kernels as they are dumped
with a grain scoop.

Stocky also told of a peony
plant brought to this country by

Moundridge Journal
11 October 1973

his wife's elders, which is still
“alive and well” on the family
home place near Newton, and an
apricot tree brought over by his
grandfather, which he has
managed to keep alive through
the years.

Using a flail made by his grandfather in the winter
of 1874, John Voith, Moundridge, demonstrates the
process on wheat grown from seed imported from
Hussia. (Pholo by Karen Sipes)
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Santa Fe agent lured
emigrants to Kansas

(Ed. note — hansas will celebraie
the Db anniversary of the in-
troduction of Turkey Ked Hard Win-
ter Wheat into the state in 1974 The
wheat was introduced here by Russian
Mennonites who migrated 1o escape
Russian militarism and nationalism,
In a series of copyrighted articles,
John F. Schmidy, of the Mennonite Li-
brary and Archisves, North Newton,
traoes the history and background of
the Mennoniie mi.;r:liwl,j

(L) By John F. Schmidt
Mennonite Library
(Seventh in a series)

The Mennonite migration of
the 1870s materialized at a mo-
ment in American history when
land similar to the steppes of the
Ukraine was most available.

In 1862, Congress had pasaed
the Homestead Act to hasten
gettlement of the vast areas of
prairie land. s~
sizaippi.

A policy of granting land to
railroads crossing the plains was
to wield the Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe nearly three mil-
lion acres, The land lay in alter-
nate sections ten miles on either
side of the railroad right-of-way.
Since no land was left for the
Santa Fe east of Emporia other
land was granted so that the
Santa Fe received approximate-
Iv a forty mile swath between
Cottonwood Falls and Spear-
ville.

Catalyst needed
Since the sale of this vast
acreage of land and the Men-

nonite migration seemed to coin-
cide, only a catalyst was needed
to trigger the proper reaction
and fill the void in central Kan-
SAs.

This catalyst appeared in the
Santa Fe land agent, especially
in the person of C. B, (Carl Ber-
nhard) Schmidt who in January
of 1873 went to work for the San-
ta Fe Hailroad. He had come to
America from Germany in 1864
and in 1868 became a grocer in
Lawrence, then later an imple-
ment salesman.

As a correspondent for
several (eermaon newspapers
he knew of peaple whao wish-
ed o migrate o America, He
hﬂ'd. I'i'l fu:'.!. r'ﬂju}'i-d CHArree-
spoadence with Cornelius
Jansen and when some af the
Weanonite delegates visited
hansas, Schmidi aceom-
panied them gs General For-
eigft A gend ol the Sanm Pr,

Mo doubt Schmidt learned a
lesson from the first sale of land
bw the Santa Fe in the summer
of 1873, A, E. Touzalin, Land
Commissioner of the Santa Fe,
learned of two Funk brothers,
Peter and Jacob, lately from the
Crimea and now looking for
land. Christian Krehbiel sensed
the importance of the occasion
and advised Touzalin to sell the
brothers some good land at a low
price in order to get the first
Mennonite settlers from Russia
on Santa Fe land. Touzalin's
successor, A, S. Johnson, took

the Funk brothers and Krehhiel
to 2ome lands in central Kansas
where the brothers chose land
near Marion Center,

Bargaining session

In closing the deal at Topeka,
the Funks were offered two sec.
tions at 34.00 an acre, They
counter-offered at $2.00 an acre.
In the bargaining session that
followed Krehbiel reminded W,
H. strong, president of the San-
ta Fe, that his company would
do better to make the Funks a
present of the two sections in
question rather than let the men
go to Mebraska, Minnesota or

elsewhere for they were sure to
be joined by considerable num-
bers of other immigrants. In the
end the hrothers got the two sec-
tinns for $2.50 an acre and paid
for the land in cash. This did
help to turn the migration tide
toward Kansas.

Towzalin meanwhile
shifted fraom the Sanmta Fe to
the Hurlington and Missouri
in Nebraska while Johnson
hired €. B, Schmidr as for-
CIgn  IMFLEEralion commis-
staner, Schmud? and {ouzalin
were now fo confront each
other in bidding for the Men-
nonites. A large group was
dpuartered at Lincoln and was
offered land in Nebraska
along the Burlingion and
Missouri {later the (. H.
and (). ). However, the Men-
nonites had also promised
Schmude thart ne decision on
land would be mode wntil
they had seen Kansas. A
cammiillee soon retlurned
from Kansas and announced

its decisinn — hansas.

Touzalin then made offer after
offer for the Burlington to all of
which Schmidt replied that the
Santa Fe would do the same.
The price of land was drastically
reduced — Schmidt countering
each offer. When Touzalin of-
fered the land free Schmidt said
nothing. He now saw that the
Mennonites would come to Kan-
aas even though they would have
to pay something for the land.
Later Schmidt admitted that his
instructions had been: *You
bring the Mennonites at any
cont.™

Schmidt was now in his hey-
day. On October 15, 1874, the
Topeka Commonwedlth report-
el

“Uhne of the largest bong-
fide land sales ever made in
Hoansas, perhaps in America,
has just been concluded by
the Sama Fe Railroad (o,
with the commumnity of Kus-
sian Mennonites who landed
in Vew York in Seplember ..

The land purchases amownt
tor abour 100,000 acres. ™

It was the vear of the big
grasshopper invasion but the
Mennonites outstayed the gras-
shoppers and continued to buy
land. Ther terms still seem most
generous: 83,50 an acre, seven
per cent down with the halance
in eleven years with seven per
cent interest,

In February, 1875, Johnson
sent Schmidt to Russia to re-
eruit more Mennonites for Kan-
sas. Among the Mennonite vil-
lages of the Molotschna Colony
he was received most cordially,
He shared letters and news from
friends and relatives in America.
Snon, however, he discovered
that his activities were not ap-
preciated in Russia and he left
secretly and hastily. More Men-
nonites came to America in 1875
and the succeeding years, By
1885 some 12,000 had come to
America with the majority of
these settling in Kansas.
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Mennonite ‘villages’
were spread over miles

(Ed. note—Kansas will celehrate
the 100th anniversary of the in-
treduction of Turkey Hed Hard Win
ter Wheat into the state in 1874, The
wheat was imtroduced here by Russian
Meanonites who migraled to escape
Russiam militarism and nationalism.
In a series of copyrighted articles,
John F. Schmidt, of the Mennonite Li-
brary and Archives, North Newton,
traces the history and background of
the Mennonite migration. )

(C) By John F. Schmidt
Mennonite Ll'bur_y
}Ei{iﬂh in & series)

The first home many Men-
nonites enjoyed in Kansas was
the communal home of an immi-
grant house erected for them by
the Santa Fe. Hastily built to
provide shelter until their own
houses could be built, the com-
munal homes were long narrow
buildings without the con-
veniences that we associate with
a home and without even the
minimum of privacy.

The women were kept busy
with the laundry, baling and
taking care of the children while
the men spent their days at the
locations chosen for their future
homes erecting the shelters
which were to be their homes in
the early vears,

GNADENAU VILLAGE, in 1887

In some communities, no-
tably in Alexanderwohl, the
preseat Goessel community,
Mennonites continued (o
think of the village patiern as
the anly viable one for a
commurnity. From six to ten
houses would front a one
mile sireet. Since Mennonites
had bought alternate sections
af land, the village pattern
was often interrupted by a
mile af no houses,

Village names used for gener-
ations in Prussia and Russia
were now used in Kansas;
Blumenort (Place of Flowers),
Gnadenfeld (Field of Grace),
Gnadenthal (Valley of Grace),
Hochfeld (High Field), and Blu-
menfeld (Flower Field).

An advantage of the village
style of life was that the village
herd boy could take all cattle
out to the commonpastures for
grazing. Only a few vears after
the arrival of the Mennonites
did barb wire become common.

Common roof

The houses of the Mennonites
also were often patterned after
the ald country style in that
house and barn were sheltered
under the same roof. Noble
Prentis, in a contemporary ac-
count describes the house of El-

der Jacob A, Wiebe, ""He took us
over the structure, a maze of
small rooms and passages, the
stable being under the same roof
with the people, and the gran-
aries over all, the great wheat
stacks being located at the back
door.™

This type of structure was
taken by the Mennonites
from the Netherlands to
Prussia, then to Russia. [t
may still be found among
some of the conservative
Mennonites in Canada, Mexi-
eo and Paraguay.

Upon closer inspection one
eould find variations in struc-
ture and materials used. Houses
in the Gnadenau village, for ex-
ample, resembled the contempo-
rary “A" house with the ends
made of prairie sod, eut in brick
form and dried in the sun. The
roof, which started from the
ground, was composed of poles
thatched with grass,

, was typical of Mennonite communities.






Pedication Sunday at
Moundridge site

MOUNDRIDGE — The
Hopefield Mennonite Church
will transfer land 3% miles weat
and a mile north of here to the

“‘ T

Swiss Mennonite Cultural and
Historical Association during a
apecial 11 &.m. service, Sunday.

The Association plans to build

| Bwws photo by Stan Thisesen

TITIS MONUMENT near Moundridge will soon be replaced

by a larger monument to commemorate the arrival of Men-

mamites in this area.

a centennial marker on the site
to commemorate the arrival of
Mennonites in this area. The
fate of an existing monument
erceted in 1943 18 uncertain at
this time.

“This is sort of the center of
the Mennonite community,”
said Harley Stucky, president of
the Azssociation. “'We will eréct &
rather big. rather impressive
monument there, about 40 feet
tall,”

Dedication of the site will oc-
cur during the service and Dr. E.
(3. Kaufman, president emeritus
of Bethel College, North New-
ton, will give a brief sketch of
Mennonite history,

The Swiss Mennonite Cul-
tural and Historical Association
includes the Eden Mennonite,
First Mennonite of Christinn
and Hopefield congregations,
Moundridge: the First Men-
nonite Chureh, Pretty Proirie;
Bethany and Zion Mennonite
congregations, Kingman; and
First Mennonite Church,
MecPherson and Burns,

It also includes the Salem and
Salem-Zion Swise Volhynians
and their descendents in South
Dakota,

Hutchinson News
24 October 1973
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Until Turkey Red came,

By John F. Schmidt

Mennonite Library
{Last im a series)

The year 1974 ia the cen-
tennial year of the in-
troduction to Kansas of Red
Turkey hard winter wheat.
Historiana on the subject do
point out that some French
settlers in Marion County
were growing hard winter
wheat prior to the coming of
the Mennonites. However,
only very small plota of hard
winter wheat were grown and
Hugh Coultis, reporting for
the Kansas Board of Agricul-
ture in 1905, reports that Ber-
nhard Warkentin, who had
built a water-power mill on
the Little Arkansas river at
Halstead, was mmp-l!-lll!nd to
ship wheat from Atchison to
supply his mill,

Before many wears had
passed, Warkentin had a
good supply of hard wheat
available from the farmers of
central Kansas — Marion,
Harvey, Heno, and
MecPherson Counties. There
are many stories, some of
which have passed into the
realm of folklore, telling of
how the Mennonite children
were ocrupied in the spring of

mills lacked ample wheat

WARKENTIN MILL ground imported wheat from Ruassia.

1874 in hand picking the best
wheat kernels to be placed in
a small jug or bag for the trip
to America. We do know that,
being agriculturists, Men-
nonites did expect to contin-
ue their life style in the New
Waorld and accordingly

BETHEL COLLEGE threshing stone.

Among the trees

brought along a great variet
1 brought from Rbssia were

of seeds as well as tools and
even some farm implements.  the Russian olive and the
Flowers, trees mulberry, the latter espe-

In transplanting & way of ciolly for the leaves which
lifs, Mennonites took it for were fed to the silk
granted that they would need worms,
vegetable gardens, flowers, Since they brought along

MWW Towers, vegetables, trees and
yards. MNohle Prentid ®om-—he implementa to cultivate

ments on the well-kept flower  heir crops, the Mennonite
gardens he found among the armers would naturally have
Mennonites in 1875, Visitors hought about the necessity
also commented on the de- .0 bring along wheat, the
licious watermelons grown on freat commercial crop grown
practically every farm, the along the shores of the Black
geeds of which had been Sea and the Sea of Azov,

brought from Russia. The Mills in Ukraine

Mennonites of Swiss back- Th.e hard rad winter wheat
ground, living in the Moun- 4 b,ocome popular in South
dridge and Fretty Prairie gusis in the middle of the
areas, would have certainly o, century, so that by 1874
":’“‘““'“ along pﬂppy.md:._ anm“g exported large
Small plota of poppiea are quantities of wheat from the

still being grown to supply e
, port of Berdsmansk and
the seeds for the local tradi- enterprising Mennonites, in-

tional pastry, the poppyseed | 4ino the father of Ber-
roll. nhard Warkentin, had estab-
lished flour mills in the Uk-
raine to mill the high quality
wheat. Before long, Men-
nonites had establizhed im-
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plement factories and were
producing wheat -farming im-
plements.

Mark A. Carleton, cerealist
in U, 5. Department of Agri-
culture, atated in the USDA
Yearbook of 1914 about the
Mennonites: “Each family
brought over orboshel oF mone

*of Crimean wheat for seed,
and from this seed was grown
the first erop of Kansas hard
winter wheat.”

Spread slowly

The good qualities of Red
Turkey wheat were not gener-
ally appreciated and its
spread at first was slow. The
contribution of Bernhard
Warkentin, Mennonite miller
at Halstead, is most signifi-
cant in popularizing the
growth and use of this wheat.
In 1877 Warkentin changed
from water power to steam
and from stone burrs to steel
rolling mills. In 1886, after he
had established his milling
interests in Mewton, Warken-
tin imported several thou-
sand bushels of wheat from
Hussia. Carleton, armed with
letters of introduction from
Warkentin to tﬁiﬂmnﬁ
farmers in the e,
‘imperted many ﬁ'ﬁ:iei of -
Hussian hard winter wheat in
1898, Later, Warkentin im-
ported more of this wheat,
firmly establishing Kansas as
the leader in the plaina states
in the production of hard
winter wheat,

The Mennonite threshing
stone, quarried and hewn
from solid rock and now the
emblem of Bethel College,
gymbaolizes this Mennonite
relationship with wheat. Very
likely mever used to thresh
wheat, the threshing atone
still symbaolizes pioneer in-
tregity and new world aspira-
tions.
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PROGRESS REPORT

The stone work on the Commemorative Marker is complete.
Now we need landscaping, walkways, globe and cross, lights,
plaques, gravel and grass and culvert for entry.

Congratulations are due to the Recipe Book Committee, part-
icularly Mrs. Alice Kaufman, McPherson and Mrs. Ruby Stucky,
Murdock and the rest of the committee, and all those who
contributed, The 192 page "Centennial Treasury of Recipes"
is available for Christmas giving. This will make a beaut-
iful Christmas gift and long remain a memorabilia of good
food--53.00. Also Martin Schrag's "European History of
Swiss Mennonites from Volhynia" is at the press with a pub-
lication date of January 15, A Tri-College publication
"The Centennial History of the Coming of the Russian Menno-
nites" is also available for Christmas giving.

Cur South Dakota brethrem are planning Centennial activities
on May 26, July 4,3,6,7 and on Thanksgiving Day, 1974,
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TENTATIVE CALENDAR--1974

Jan. 13 - 7:30 p.m.--Panel review "Reasons for Leaving Rus-
sia" at First Mennonite Church of Christian, Moundridge.
Panel will consist of members from the Swiss Mennonite
churches.

Feb., 3 - 2:30 p.m.--Annual meeting of the Swiss Mennonite
Cultural & Historical Association at Hopefield Mennonite
Church. Also a meal (?) at 5:30 p.m. Slide presentation
at 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 16--Play sponsored by Fine Arts Committee--dialect
play "Von Russland auf Americka" or other one-act plays.

Mar 10--Western District Centennial Sunday. . All congre-
gations to plan and develop their own programs.

Mar. 23 & 30 - 7:30 p.m.--A chronological style revue of
garments wore at time of immigration to U.S. to present
time. Sponsored by Committee on Clothing. To be given at
Pretty Prairie Grade School on the 23rd and at Moundridge
High School Auditorium on the 30th. '

June 2--Field Day. Visit to Alta Mill and various plots
of Russian and Turkey Red Winter Wheat.

June 16-237--During this period the Turkey Red Wheat plant-
ed on the Hopefield Church ground--4% west and k north--
will be cut with a binder, shocked and hopefully some of it
hauled into storage for safekeeping.

Aug. 30--Evening parade and other activities at Pretty
Prairie, perhaps other special activities im Moundridge,
Mewton, and Halstead vicinity.

Aug. 31--At the site of the Commemorative Memorial Marker
activities all day will include a young people's walk from
Peabedy to Moundridge; parade of horses, buggies, wagons,
and saddle club at Moundridge and Pretty Prairie the day
before; an old-fashioned threshing bee; '"'City of Richmond"
docking service; traditional meal; walking plow contest;
demonstration of eold grinder using hersepower; and pony
rides, wagon rides, and horse pulling contest,

Sept. 1 (Sunday)--9:30 a.m.--Worship services. All con-
gregations invited to a special worship service. Tradi-
tional meal at noon.

2;30 p.m.--A special dedicatory service of the Commem-
orative Marker.

43:30 p.m.--A style revue will be presented.
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5:30 p.m,-=-Traditional Swiss Volhynian foods affered;
7:30 p.m,-=Fine Arts Committee will sponsor some one-act

plays.

Sept. 2--Miscellaneous activities, including tours to some
of the original farms, Peabody Cemetery, Halstead Bermhard
Warkentin Farm, Alta Mill, Mennonite churches of the Swiss
Volhynians, Adobe House at Hillsboro, Wheat Palace at Goes-
sel, Alexanderwohl Church, Gnadenau Village, possibly
Lindsborg Mill. Activities would probably be from 9:00 a.m
to 5:00 p.m.

Oct. 11-13--Mennonite Festival at Century II with special
programs in evening and on Sunday. The Western District
Conference will meet in joint session with other Menncnite
conferences on Friday and Saturday.

Thanksgiving, 1974--"The Messiah" given at Pretty Prairie
and Eden Church, Moundridge by the Moundridge and Pretty.
Prairie combined choruses.

HONOR ROLL

We recognize in submitting this Honor Roll that some indiv-
iduals whose financial resources are limited have given
gencrously and sacrificially of themselves in thought, time
and energy in the promotion of Centennial activities., The
following Honor Rell reflects the kind of brochure which
will be prepared for the annual meeting in February and again
for the Centennial days, August 31-Sept, 2, 1974. For want
of space, this list does not include those who are entitled
to membership by virtue of the gift of $10.00 to $49.99.

Boosters: {550.00-99,99)
Elmer H. Goering, Moundridge Varden Loganbill, Mdridge
Marvin E. Goering, Moundridge David Stucky, Burns

Wm. Juhnke, McPherson Herbert E. Stucky, Mdridge
Linda Kaufman, Moundridge Jonas L. Stucky, McPherson
Viola Kaufman, Moundridge Willard W. Stucky, Mdridge
Centennial Givers: ($100.00-499,99)

Annonymous=--for services rendered
Mrs., Chris (Marie) Goering, Moundridge

Eric Goering, Moundridge
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