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PREFACE

In presenting this booklet to its readers the
author has a two-fold object in view. Primarily to
familiarize the present generation of American-
born Mennonites with the history and achievements
of their ancestors and the price that was paid to
establish them in this privileged land of the New
World, and secondly to place before their neighbors
a brief statement of facts concerning the Mennonite
Church. Since the year 1924 rounds out fifty years
of continuous and uninterrupted residence by these
people in this community and only a very few of the
pioneers who can still tell the story abide heee th
eleventh hour for recording their tales has struck.

If this work shall succeed stirring this generation

to a better appreciation of their Americanism and t
enlighten the public in a measure on the histoy an
mission of the Mennonite Church then its
publication shall be fully justified.

JOHN J. GERING

Marion, S. D., August 6th, 1924.
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THE HEROES OF 1874.

On the “wild and wooly” prairies
Where the howling coyotes roam,
On the hills and in the narrows
Our dear fathers sought a home.

Tho the winds were cold and blowing
And with snowdrifts stalked the land,
Naught but danger near-by roving;
Onward moved this hero band.

Facing hardships, hunger, sorrow,
Sleeping 'neath the mantled sky;
Waiting anxious for tomorrow,

Thus passed many long nights by.

Locusts, floods and prairie fires,
Blizzards, drought and summer heat,
Road-less plains and treacherous mires

Could not force them to retreat.

Soon they made a habitation
Where the cold wind’s howling roar
And the coyote and the Indian
Could not harm them any more.

Now the sod-house and the shanty
Have departed from the plain,
And they live in peace and plenty
Safely roofed from storm and rain.

Where the Indians in their tepees

By the sparkling waters dwelled,
Now stand churches, homes and cities

And school-houses unexcelled.
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On the hills in peaceful slumber
Rest our loved ones pure and true,
Many of their silent number
Having toiled for me and you.

“Wild and wooly” thou hast prospered
Ever since our fathers came,
From a few and humble homesteads,
Thou hast grown to wealth and fame

“Wild and wooly,” Western garden,
May thou ever prosperous be,
May thy loved sons be thy guardian
And thy daughters garnish thee.

May the Stars and Stripes: “Old Glory”
Ever wave unfurled o'er Thee,
And their message be the story:
“Home of Brave and Land of Free!”

—J. J. G.



CHAPTER I.

EUROPEAN WANDERINGS AND
PERSECUTIONS

The history of the people referred to in this
booklet is so closely identified with their churittat
they are far better known by their church affiloati
— The Mennonites — than by their true nationality.
So in attempting to find a starting place or point
of beginning for this narrative, it is necessargto
back to the beginning of the movement which
eventually became the Mennonite Church.

In thefirst stages of this movement the reader
will look vainly for the term “Mennonite.” History
speaks of this movement as “Anabaptism” and its
followers are termed “Anabaptists.” The Mennonite
denomination was named after Menno Simon, one of
the early leaders in this movement, altho not & th
strictest sense its founder. The movement sprung
into existence during the Reformation period when
so many different and distinct attempts were made
to revive ancient Christianity and to re-constiitict
in accordance with the doctrines of the New
Testament.

Europe was just going thru a period of storm
and distress, experiencing a social, political and
religious turmoil that threatened its very exis&nc
but at the same time was full of opportunity. The
corruption of government officials, the oppressodn
the poor, the decay of civilization and the
indifference of the churches furnished ample ground
and justification for this movement to correct and
better existing conditions. The clash between civil
and ecclesiastical authorities, due to the effbthe
church to also control governmental affairs, was
likewise a great factor in the founding and progres
of this movement.
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It was in this movement to bring order out of chaumsace
out of strife, freedom from oppression and to di&thb
Christianity on a basis of brotherly love that Mennonite
Church was born.

The little Alpine country of Switzerland was the
birthplace of the Anabaptist movement and its @y
were somewhat limited to the north central cantufrBern,
Zurich and Basel. The language spoken in thes®igais
almost exclusively German, which accounts for grent
“Swiss-German Mennonites,” which shall be considere
the official name of the people whose history el
reported in the following pages.

Due to the radical departure of the founders of the
Anabaptist movement from the form, dogma and practi
of the state churches of that day, they becaméé#tistof
abuse and contempt in the hands of their officidlseir
number was naturally small in the beginning buirthe
growth was rapid considering the strong and extheme
unfriendly attitude taken towards them by the stétarch
of Switzerland. .

No reform of any kind is ever brought about without
difficulties of some character. So, as indicatetbke, this
Anabaptist movement soon became an object of Jospic
and its followers exposed to certain restrictionfrat and
later to punishment. A persecution of their meraliben
followed in the land of their origin which has soally an
equal in the history of Europe. Beginning aboetykar
1500 the persecution continued until 1815, by whiicte
the faith was nearly annihilated in every part wit3erland
except in the settlements of Canton and Bern. €hand
state united in their bitter and relentless at@ckhese
helpless people, confiscating their property, arfigr
rewards for information leading to their arrestcing
them to attend the state church and to have thédren
baptized there, condemning them to serve as gsideys,
casting them into filthy prisons for life, banisgin
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them to foreign lands, inflicting the death penalhd
subjecting them to almost all known methods of ityuend
torture.

While Switzerland was the birth place and original
home of the Anabaptists, it was not long beforg thade
settlements in the Netherlands where they wererdedo
the best of treatment and as a consequence thereof
experienced a healthy growth. When news of the
persecution of their brethren in Switzerland reddine
Anabaptist settlement in the Netherlands in 164¥ th
immediately took steps to investigate the matteran
delegation was sent to Bern for the purpose ohlagr
more about it and to give them such aid as they lneayn
need of. This delegation was also prepared tatabsEm
financially. Upon reaching Switzerland, they tablap
with the government officials pleading with thenn fo
leniency, but received no consideration or encoamaant.
They were even prohibited from extending any finalnc
aid to them. Having failed with the Swiss governm¢he
delegation returned home and asked their own govenn
to intervene. They succeeded in getting the Slateeral
of the Netherlands to dispatch a note to the gawent of
Switzerland in which he made a strong plea fordeay to
these stricken people and spoke at length of Hemless
character, good citizenship and economic valuego h
country. But the Swiss reply was that they woubkkeano
concessions and could not tolerate them withirr thei
borders. So the future in their native land wakelaand
more uncertain than ever.

About the year of 1670 there ruled over the Padddin
(Rheinpfalz) the noble Count Karl Ludwig. The Tir
Years’ War had left its usual and terrible marks of
devastation on his land and this official was aogito
have those lands re-habilitated. He knew of the
Mennonites and their thrift so he extended a hearty
invitation for them to come and make their homekig
dominions. About 100 families responded
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to this invitation and wandered into the Palatirateying
their small belongings on their backs. A mostfpitsight.
Men, women and children, people 80 and 90 yeaag)ef
stripped of all their holdings with decades of pergion
and suffering stamped on their faces, sadly analglo
wending their way from their native land to seeklsdr
among strangers. The Relief Society, formed byDthieh
Mennonites was a great help to them. The City of
Mannheim became a veritable distributing center of
Mennonites. From here they were located on fammds a
hired out as laborers. This was the beginnindnef t
emigration from Switzerland.

When this first group of Mennonites left Switzediib
seemed for a while as if the lot of the remaining®
would improve somewhat, but only for a short tinfeew it
became worse than ever. Why a land like free &wédnd
with its old civilization and record struggle fae€dom
from oppression should inflict such torture andeurig on
a religious sect and eventually force them to leseams
inexplicable. But upon close study of those tirtiessfact
is revealed that some of the heads of the RefoiShai
Church there were mere politicians, criminally fifelient
towards the other churches and their difficultas] that
their acts of permitting and ordering these persens to
go on were not in harmony with the voice of the seas
So group after group the Mennonites began to leave
Switzerland, some going to Germany, others to the
Netherlands and still others direct to North Amaric
settling in Eastern states, largely in Pennsylvania
According to the best information obtainable the
forefathers of the Swiss-German Mennonites of Tiuamel
Hutchinson Counties, South Dakota, emigrated from
Switzerland to Einsiedel, Austria, about the ye&dd, and
seven years later into Russia-Poland.

In closing this chapter it may not be amiss to noent
the fact that due to the hardships the Mennonite
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Church endured in the three centuries of religious
persecution in Switzerland, it never made a complet
recovery therefrom. Driven into the remotest cosrad the
cantons and keeping themselves in hiding places the
opportunities for prosperity were limited and testday it
seems that the members of the Mennonite churchairas
prosperous in Switzerland as in the other countviesre
they have settled.



CHAPTER Il

IN THE LAND OF THE CZAR

The circumstance which eventually led to the
Mennonite immigration into Russia dates back toyiear
1697 when Czar Peter the Great made his histdoaalof
western Europe, and remained for some time in the
Netherlands. It was here that he learned of theiit and
skill along agricultural lines, altho he had knowfrthem
before in as much as his private physician was a
Mennonite. This young ruler had learned by congmari
that his people were half-barbarous and was alsoeaof
his own inferiority to the rulers of western Euro#o in
undertaking this prolonged trip and residence uess of
these western countries his sole object was to/stud
conditions away from home and then apply some®f th
lessons learned in the development of his own domBut
there is no evidence that any invitations were niadbe
Mennonites to come and settle in Russia duringelmn of
Peter.

In 1762 Catherine Il., ascended to the throne &siRu
She commands little respect as a character buksse
much credit as a ruler. During her reign the b ad
Russia were extended to the Black and Caspian skers,
carrying on several successive wars with Turkegsgéh
regions were at least in part inhabited by halfhzed
wandering bands of Turks and Tartars and largensgof
this conquered, undeveloped territory became crlawa
desirable for settlement and which she was anxious
develop. She herself was of German blood and when
looking around for desirable settlers for this uwreleped
tract of land she turned to Germany and other akatr
North European countries. It seems that she magpeaal
bid for the religiously oppressed
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people of those countries in that she offered thpetial
inducements. On July 22, 1773 she issued an ialperi
edict for the Mennonites in which they were grarftdt
religious freedom, exemption from military servened
from taxes for a period of ten years, the rightwmn and
hold property and permission to use their own lagguin
their churches, schools and local government, avited
them to come and settle in her kingdom.

When the terms of this decree were first annoutived
Swiss-German Mennonites were still living in Switaad,
then the land of persecution for them. The attaaitrof
these people to their native land was remarkalide an
particularly so in view of the fact that they haditations
to settle in neighboring countries where they vassured
religious freedom. They remained in Switzerlandlun
1790 and then emigrated to Austria. Very litti&mown of
their living in Austria but the mere fact that thayly
remained seven years would indicate that they wete
entirely satisfied with conditions there. Anotheason for
leaving Austria so soon was no doubt the factttat
Russian offer was tempting to them. In 1797 theylen
their next move landing in Russia-Poland this time.

Here they were at last in a land to which they were
invited and which assured them the very thingsifioich
they suffered untold hardships for generations in
Switzerland. Eduardsdorf was founded here nanted af
Count Eduard, a very warm friend of the newcomés.
large tract of land was leased and like beavenswhent to
work, felling trees and converting the woodlandd aaste
into a beautiful and thriving community. While a
considerable part of their number remained hefewa
families moved about seventy miles north-west i87.,8
leased land and founded the village of Horodischill
later, twelve more families went some ninety meast,
bought land and founded the little village of Waddh.
Other villages founded by these people were
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Kotosufka, Dubroka, Futor, etc. In most caseddahd was
leased but in Waldheim, one of the smaller villagiesas
owned. About all of the land bought or leasednd a
around the villages was covered with a heavy graith
timber. This required years of toil to clear anake fit for
cultivation. But, given an opportunity to work atinekir
long hoped for religious freedom, they never shirkgask
or faltered in the presence of a difficulty in theffort to
build homes in the land of their adoption.

It will be noticed that in Russia they lived inlaijes
exclusively. This custom of a few families banding
themselves together in groups and settling in sildges
instead of on isolated farm homes was brought from
Switzerland and was a result of their persecutioitsey
found it advantageous to live in groups for mutugp and
protection. It was also more convenient for church
attendance, which was always very strong amongethes
people. They also required school attendancd dieif
children who were able-bodied. These villages were
exceedingly picturesque. They were built on badles of
a roadway and the buildings were far enough ajpatthat
each house was surrounded by a large fruit orchard,
extensive and well kept gardens and flower bedse T
entire village was generally surrounded by hedgalbr
forest trees. The village school and church bogdiwere
located at a convenient place near the centered®h side
of the road or street running thru the center efitilage
and between each home were nicely constructed atid w
kept up wooden board fences. The buildings wenplsi
constructed and all built on the same style, b&nger or
smaller as the means of the family would permiteyl
generally consisted of a dwelling house, a barnaaladge
granary. The granaries had to be large for mo#tefrain
was stored in them in fall and threshed duringwirger
months inside with the old fashioned wooden flgihand.
There was no common ownership of property in the
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village except the church and school. Each fahmlgl its
own land, live stock and machinery, but they wéweags
helpful to one another and particularly so in cafse
sickness or misfortune.

The local government of the village was largelyha
hands of the moderator known in those days as “1&’hu
who was elected at the annual meeting of the church
society. It was his duty to see that order is kegitle
disputes arising between individuals, look after poor
and to represent the village in all legal or poétiaffairs.
The size of these villages varied from as few agasnilies
to as many as fifty or more. Church attendancestrastly
required of all members and their larger childred a
attendance at the village school was also compulsar
strict church discipline was observed and ex-
communication was often enforced. Preaching sesvic
were held on Sunday forenoons and the sermons were
usually read from a book. Preachers and teachenes w
selected from their own midst by a vote of the meralof
the church. In the village schools the young peeyre
given instruction in the German, Russian and Polish
languages and the curriculum was limited to reading
writing, arithmetic and bible. Farming always ctiged
the chief occupation of the Mennonite settlementshere
in Russia they were also widely known for theircssful
dairying. From Switzerland they brought their cde2and
butter making skill and their product found a reatgrket
in all of the larger neighboring Russian citieno8 after
their settlement in Russia they began to plantcatidvate
fruit trees and within twenty-five years after thairival on
these woodland wastes they could show some ofribstf
orchards of the kingdom. Their gardens also dt#thwide
attention as did their bee culture.

About their only near neighbors were the Russiafs se
or peasants who were at that time nothing less dleves
of the capitalists and landowners. They were extig
ignorant and superstitious and
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the majority of them illiterate. These were théyavutside
people the villagers came in contact with excepaivittie
visiting was done between villages which was rather
infrequent due to the distance, roads and meatna\a|.

In this fashion there dwelled and prospered in the
domain of the Russian Monarchy these privileged
Mennonite villages, communities to which the goveemnt
pointed with pride. Their wonderful developmentiod
wastes and woodlands into veritable flower gardéres,
clean streets and well kept houses, the attragives and
fruit bearing orchards, their large dairy herds aod
growing grain fields, their peaceful living and &yhurch
and school attendance attracted the attentioneoCiar
himself and high government officials paid frequeistts
to the villages. This prosperity continued unmtaddor a
period of sixty years.

Just before the close of the Crimean War, Alexatider
was elevated to the throne of Russia. This wastabe
time of the beginning of the great European clasggle
between its nobility and peasantry. This feelipgead
rapidly and Czar Alexander was aware that it was
over-running his country. He was a careful stucerat
close observer and soon felt that in order to qioetn this
spirit of unrest and revolution in his kingdom iasv
necessary for him to make some move or attempetae
more equality between the nobles and serfs. Hefibre
issued the great Emancipation Code of 1861, thegtia
Charta” of the Russian Serf. This was one of tlbgtm
remarkable documents ever issued by a ruler andf@ron
Alexander a place among the immortals of histdriius,
by a single stroke of the pen he emancipated ®Ry-
million serfs. But even this failed to accomplishat was
expected of it. Despite the emancipation, thesserf
continued to remain poor and falling into debt lmeedhe
victims of heartless usurers. In addition to this
upheaval in church affairs brought boundless
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misery to the new ruler. Finally the old troubleh the
Turks were beginning to renew themselves and a war
between Russia and Turkey seemed inevitable. 4t wa
during these times of unrest that the privilegasmded to
the Mennonites in 1873 by Czarina Catherine and
reaffirmed in 1800 by Czar Paul were brought into
question. It is more than probable that complaieéshed
the Czar and he was finally persuaded to yieldraodll
the edict containing these privileges, which plaited
Mennonites into the military ranks of Russia.

When the news of this new decree first reached the
villagers but little attention was paid to it. Bag new and
conflicting reports were received from time to tithevas
finally agreed to send a delegation to St. Petegstn
ascertain the real facts concerning these rumbhgs
delegation consisted of Rev. Jacob Stuckey and R#.
Unruh, who visited the Capital City in 1871. They
remained there for some time and made repeatedmdisma
to get interviews with officials of the governmdnit were
given short and evasive answers. They faileddmle
anything certain about this matter but the meretfaat so
much secrecy was evident gave them sufficient piioatfit
was serious. Disappointed they started back to tioenes.
On their return trip, when a little ways out of thitage of
Ostrok, they met a small party of government odi€iwith
whom they formed a speaking acquaintance. Frosethe
officials they learned the principal contents asthew
decree recalling the edict of 1773. It recalled eancelled
all of their principal privileges including that ekemption
from military service and gave all Mennonites wie a
unwilling to submit to this new decree ten yearsiich to
emigrate. If they fail to emigrate within this tgear
period, they become full subjects of Russia andver
surrendered their rights to passports. The purpbse
keeping this secret was to let the ten year peuadoy and
thus automatically make them full subjects of Raisfr
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Alexander disliked very much to see these peoplgrate.
With this information the two delegates hurriedlbaxthe
villages.



CHAPTER IlI.

THE DEPUTATION’'S JOURNEY

Having satisfied themselves of the withdrawal @ith
exemption from military service by the Russian
government, the question of what course to punsiled
future became paramount with the villagers. Anesbp
was made to St. Petersburg for a modification isf decree
but the response was not very encouraging, altbceaus.
Memories of their ancestors’ wanderings from coytr
country were still with them. Emigration seemeemviable
but the question of a new location was a vexing ohe
number of meetings were held among the neighboring
villages where this matter was discussed freelyfaltgl It
was almost the unanimous opinion of the participant
these gatherings to emigrate as soon as a sulitalalion
could be found. The mention of North America reed
very little applause at first as it was considdsganost of
these people merely a place for adventure wherevooéd
have to carry a revolver in his hip pocket all timee to
protect himself from the savage natives. Austnaba also
considered but received even less support. Thasew
European country to which they could go and bektteir
condition thereby.

After long deliberation the villages of Molotschna,
Mariapol and of West Prussia came to the conclysion
the spring of 1873, to send a deputation to NorteAca.
The sole purpose of this venture was to make g sitid
conditions and locations in the New World with thigect
in view of a settlement over there. The villagés o
Horodisch and Waldheim, from which most of the
Swiss-Germans came, were represented by Mr. Andrew
Schrag and Tob. Unruh. The entire deputation ctetsisf
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twelve men representing the villages and congregatof
South Russia and West Prussia. Their names ware: W
Ewert, Jacob Buller, Tobias Unruh, Andrew Schragpb
Peters, Henry Wiebe, Cor. Bour, Cornelius Toewsjida
Claassen, Paul Tschetter, Leonard Sudermann amghz.or
Tschetter.

This deputation sailed from Hamburg, Germany, May
14th, 1873, thru the North Sea past the fortredgdtend
and along the coast of the Netherlands to Haviemde,
reaching there on the morning of May"16About noon of
that day they left Havre, sailed thru the Englista@nel
and were soon out on the Atlantic arriving at Nearky
May 22nd, 1873. At New York they were met by
representatives of the Northern Pacific Railwayeré
the party separated and Mr. Schrag with one of his
traveling companions went to Philadelphia wherg there
furnished with a guide and continued their jourteey
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Duluth, Minnesc4.
Duluth they observed a large, well equipped immigra
house erected for the comfort and convenienceeof th
landseekers and they were very much impressedtath
scenery of Lake Superior. Duluth was then fouryedd
and had a population of 5,500. From Duluth they
continued their journey westward to Dakota. Thgdat
part of the country between Duluth and Dakota was
wilderness and not until they approached Moorehead,
Minnesota, were there any signs of settlers. ldere
Moorehead they crossed the Red River and spemighé
at Fargo in the Northern Pacific Hotel.

The next day a special train with an official oéth
Northern Pacific took them west of Fargo over thiei
where they viewed a large open prairie well adafiied
settlement. The soil appeared rich and seemeddp the
moisture well as they observed a large number aflsm
lakelets, but only a very few and far scatteretiesst
They spent the night on the Cheyenne River, 66smifest
of Fargo
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and returned to Fargo the next day in the forenadren
they decided to continue their trip northward i@@nada.
No railroad was yet running north from Fargo soyttook
the only avenue of travel open to them which wheat
trip up the Red River. They left Fargo on a srfiatl
bottomed river steamboat, named “The International”
which belonged to the Hudson Bay Company, with
Winnipeg, Canada as their destination. The bahkseo
river were lined with trees which afforded someuidal
scenery but the river was full of curves and tralelv. On
June 16th they arrived at Pembina, only a shotaulce
south of the Canadian line. The vicinity of Penabmade
a very favorable impression on Mr. Schrag and an hi
return home he recommended it to his people for
settlement. Late in the evening of June 17th tkaghed
Winnipeg.

Here they were given the very best of treatmentaand
strong efforts were made to induce them to selspioh of
this country for settlement. High officials of tReovince
of Manitoba invited the deputants to dine with thamal
painted wonderful word pictures of the opportusitig
there. They emphasized their rich soil, coal sypphber
lands, lakes and mining possibilities. Nearly tweeks
were spent traveling thru and viewing Manitoba aoohe
very inviting spots were seen. They met settleese who
were very enthusiastic about the country but av@nned
them to keep away because of the long and coldevant
They left Manitoba just as the roses were in fldbin
while grain fields were growing and bushes clothing
themselves in a wonderful green. Returning theesaay
they came, over the Red River by boat, they arrated
Fargo July 6th. From Fargo another expedition nvade
into the Dakota land and again they viewed somg ver
promising lands. They took particular notice o tich
native grass and here and there a small potatb.p&tom
Fargo they went on to Breckenridge, Minnesota, from
which point they looked over some
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Minnesota lands under the supervision of the Miotees
land commissioner, continuing on to Wilmar, St.dPet
Mankato, Mountain Lake and Worthington. Leaving
Worthington, they traveled south-west to Sioux Gityl
Council Bluffs, then crossed the Missouri into Omah
where they viewed some Nebraska lands, stoppingtoff
Fairmount, Columbus, Kearney, Red Cloud, Plattsimout
Hastings, Lowell and Lincoln. In Nebraska theyeatsd
a variety of changes in the soil and crop condgioA lot
of Buffalo Grass was seen with numerous buffalak an
antelopes grazing on it. The question of travethng
Kansas and Texas was also raised but only twoeop&nty
decided to undertake it as reports were that teelards in
both of those states were already taken. The reteaof
the party returned to Elkhart, Indiana, by way bfL®uis
and Chicago. Their purpose of stopping at Elkiveass to
become acquainted with the old Mennonite settlesent
Indiana. On August 15th the two deputants whoetie
thru Texas joined the other ten at New York where
preparations were made for the return trip to Eerop

The date set for their sailing was August 2énd they
were just packing their trunks at Castle Gardennithey
met with the most agreeable and unexpected surpiribe
entire trip. It was the meeting with Mr. Daniel tuh, who
had just arrived with his family and a small pdriym
Crimea, Russia. Mr. Unruh was well known to Mrcala
Buller, one of the deputation, as they were oldrfds and
neighbors from Molotchna before Unruh moved to @am
They only had a few hours together but this shisit v
established a friendship between Mr. Schrag and Mr.
Unruh that continued thruout the period of theies.
Before parting they knelt down in prayer and expeesthe
hope of meeting again. The deputation saileddhgt
while Mr. Unruh remained in New York a few daysgith
went on to Elkhart, Indiana, where he left his fignfor a
few
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months while he toured the country for a locatidter an
absence of nearly two months during which time he
traveled thru most of the middle and western stdtes
Unruh finally decided to locate in the vicinity ¥ankton
of what was then Dakota Territory. He viewed |lavest of
the present site of Menno and was within a few snile
where he homesteaded the following spring. Hedinou
his family to Yankton about October, 1873, and ¢her
rented a house for the winter. During the winteblught
a large number of oxen and wagons and all spaeevias
spent in breaking the oxen for duty in spring. Mnruh
was a man of considerable means and a very desirabl
neighbor. Without him the poorer settlers woulgtda
suffered much more for he gave them financial v
they could not get any elsewhere.

On the return trip the boat in which the deputatias
traveling encountered one of the most violent and
destructive tornadoes on record in the annals oitima
history. Some 250 boats were reported lost and the
experience of the passengers and crew on thisshaggers
description but it was eventually saved by a meadhey
finally reached their homes safely during the fiwsiek in
September. En masse the villagers turned outetet dvr.
Schrag and multitudes of questions were addredd@cha
The curiosity of his people was unbounded whenuikeg
out from between the pages of his bible pressecdtteaf a
cedar tree.



CHAPTER IV.

THE EMIGRATION

The return of the deputation from their tour of thor
America, with a favorable report, not only fullytised the
guestion of emigration but also the further andenor
difficult question of a location. The next tasksathat of
making preparations for the journey which includeel
disposition of their property holdings and the saayof
passports.

Before they made any efforts to dispose of theidla
holdings a committee, consisting of Jacob WedefrAn
Gering and a Mr. Foss, was appointed with instamstito
proceed at once in the matter of securing passpots
committee took it up with officials at St. Petersipbut
received only discouraging and evasive repliexirfgethat
this task of obtaining their passports would benevere
difficult than they at first expected, they engagjesl
services of a Russian Lawyer, named lliasiewicassist
them. After giving this matter considerable ati@mtheir
lawyer finally made an application to the goverabthe
Province or state of Volynia. Here they succeaded
obtaining an interview with an official and thestir
question this official asked them was where thay ha
learned of the recall of that decree which annuilhesr
exemption from military service. This they answeere
truthfully and without hesitation. He then adviskdm
that he would take it up with the war officer at St
Petersburg but that it was first necessary for tteem
prepare a petition at once in which they had tostine
date of their entry into Russia, the reasons angedents
for coming, their nationality and religion, whabperty
and property rights they have enjoyed while living
Russia, their reasons for leaving,
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their number, their destination, etc., etc. Thastpn was
prepared during the night and presented to thergovéhe
next morning. From then on repeated demands for
additional information were made on them and theyew
getting uneasy because of the delay. At last #ssgorts
arrived in the spring of 1874. They guaranteed fre
passage across the line and permitted the takamy aif
personal belongings and money. Their cost amounted
the sum of nearly $50.00 each and was considered
excessive until they learned that it was necedsautheir
lawyer to offer tips to certain under officialsonder to
assure the presentation of the applications tevtre
officer.

It was getting late in the Spring of 1874 and nudst
the families were not ready to start as they hddewen
disposed of their holdings yet. This was due ®ltmg
delay in the issuing of the passports. So Mr. &ghvith
ten other families, who were ready, decided tolggad of
the rest and took their departure for the new wabldut
April 10", 1874. They traveled thru Austria, Germany and
across the channel to England from where theydéole
New York. Their trip was not marked with any seso
delay or extraordinary difficulties and they ardvat New
York, about May 20th, 1874. Here Mr. Schrag was
apprised of the fact that Mr. Daniel Unruh had @mothe
vicinity of Yankton for settlement so the Pembiegion,
which Mr. Schrag had selected on his trip the yedore,
was dismissed from their program and the partyg@ded
on to Yankton, arriving there about May 27th, 1874.

At Yankton Mr. Schrag made arrangements for
temporary quarters for his party and with a feweottmen
hired a livery rig to take them out to the Unruktisenent,
of which they already knew. Upon their arrivalriaéhey
found that Mr. Unruh had already erected a comiibeta
dwelling and had considerable breaking done. This
country made a very favorable impression of Mr.r&gh
and his associates
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and the further fact that they were anxious tdesetbse to
Mr. Unruh was sufficient inducement for them to raban
their Red River and Pembina plans and they at once
decided to remain here. Hurrying back to Yanktoayt
bought oxen and wagons, loaded their families, bggg
and a few boards of lumber and started for théesedint.
Some of the oxen were not well trained and witreout
traveled road the trip was slow and weary-some.th@n
third day after leaving Yankton they reached theubn
settlement, which was on the same spot where Mn Jo
Unruh, a son of Daniel Unruh, still resides. Mofthe
land neighboring to Unruh was already taken bugeheew
comers succeeded in buying out the homestead g e
settlers and a beginning was made. They stareskinyg
and built up dwellings from the sod and even sutedéen
raising a little Welsh corn and some potatos takht f

About the time Mr. Schrag’s party left Russia
preparations were going on for the second and rfargler
party who were trying to get away at the earliestgible
moment. Some 53 families made up this band andake
of their departure will never be forgotten. ThesRan
peasants who had been their neighbors for neasg th
quarters of a century assembled in large numbetsvapt
as they bade them farewell. The people who botingnt
land took the entire party to the railroad stabbislavuti, a
Russian city about 50 miles from the Austrian bordgere
they took the train and in a few hours were cragsie line
into Austria. The Russian border city was Raze\alhd on
the Austrian side was Brodde. The line was crossed
without difficulty and they were not required todemgo a
physical examination but had to exhibit their pastp

An incident here at Brodde proved a bitter expeen
for the entire party and particularly to one famigeter
Graber, a member of this group incurred the ill oila
real estate dealer in Russia before leaving timetieat he
refused to swear to a
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falsehood in connection with a land deal. A suasw
started against him and officers were sent fronsRu®
intercept him and bring him back to face these gbsr
This was bound to take a few weeks of time anchg w
impossible to hold back the entire party, so hallyn
decided to go back and his sickly wife with two #ma
children went on with the group. The agony of {er
wife and mother to continue the trip alone with the
constantly painful thought of her husband’s fatiotkeher,
Is almost beyond imagination. But Mr. Graber krieav
was innocent and preferred to make the sacrifiggofg
back and obtain his acquittal, rather than to perdce
fugitive from justice, for he was beyond the Rusdiarder
and could not be compelled to return. Upon hisrrehe
was promptly acquitted and a few weeks later heejbi
another party who were destined for Kansas anddaem
the trip with them as far as New York and soon agein
united with his family.

The party spent about two days at Brodde sleeping i
the depot at night and on the third day left opecgl train
for Lemberg. Another stop of nearly two days waslmat
Lemberg and during that short space of time a fethe
group fell in love with the place and decided tcate
there. The rest of the party continued the triBteslau,
Germany. At Breslau they were offered accommodatio
at the City Park during the day and at night sie@in
annex to a big saloon. This was a very trying hagthey
had no beds and only their baggage for coversrand i
addition to that they were annoyed and insultedinad
night long by the late patrons of the saloon. Glddey
stepped on the train the next morning which to@thhru
Berlin during the night and the following day the@ached
Hamburg. Nearly a week was spent at Hamburg where
they were taken care of in the emigrant house|ldibg
specially constructed for this purpose. The
accommodations were fair here and they had a nice
opportunity
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to rest up a little and also to take in the sigtitdhat
important city. From Hamburg they were taken agitbe
English Channel on a small transport boat to Htrigland.
At Hull they took particular notice of the big, vya
English draft horses. One lonely horse hitcheal l@rge
transfer vehicle hauled most of the baggage offthrsy
from the boat landing to the train. They now conéd
their trip on the train to Liverpool. Here theydemwent
a physical examination and a few families who wetand
to be afflicted with some eye trouble were forcedtay
behind for a few weeks while the rest of the pargnt on.
This too was a bitter experience for the unfortarfatv
who had to be separated from their associatesy Whee
picked up a few weeks later by another group ofyeamts
from Russia, some of whom they knew, destined for
Kansas and they traveled together at least as fidew
York. This was the same group with which Mr. Grabe
came.

It was about the first week of August when thistfir
party left Liverpool on a boat belonging to the Bmmline.
Due to lack of sufficient funds they were compelied
travel third class so their accommodations on tied lvere
not the best. Colored cooks and waiters were eyaglo
exclusively. One interpreter was furnished bylibat thru
whom they could make their wants known and from nvho
they could obtain such information as they needéte
ocean voyage lasted about two weeks and was fokkwof
experiences for all of them, but ended without s@ryous
mishap except the death of one small child whick wa
buried at sea. They also traveled a very roughmezd
hours bouncing the boat around like a toy and oausi
much sea-sickness but the following morning theveas
calm again and continued calm to the end of tipe tAt
last they were nearing New York harbor, a sightenee be
forgotten and the opening of a new epoch of thnessl
The largest and most perilous part of their
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journey was now left behind and they were privik¢e
step on American soil. The large boat was anchared
small distance from the wharves and was met bylsmal
transport boats who picked up passengers and their
baggage and unloaded them at Castle Garden. higre t
entered the large immigrant house.

Here they were given a rigid physical examination,
their passports were carefully studied and whi Ithoney
they brought over was exchanged into American DPalla
During their stay of several days at New York
representatives of various railway and colonization
companies were busily at work among them. Befoeg t
started on their trip from Europe the party sel@dtev.
Pete Kaufman, Chr. Schrag and Chr. Kaufman as their
leaders so these agents directed their effortsantéred
their attention largely on them. Among the variagents
was Rev. David Goertz from Kansas, who extendeera v
cordial invitation for these people to settle imiral
Kansas but very few of this number went there. Gtrertz
later became one of the leading figues of the Maitao
Church in North America and won distinction as the
founder of Bethel College, Newton, Kansas, a Meitaon
institution of learning of collegiate rank and Beith
Hospital at the same place. His mission to NewkYoas
merely to offer his services to the newcomers and t
apprise them of the opportunities Kansas had ter aiff
that time but he was very courteous and used ey |
persuasion. Kansas then contained quite a nunfiber o
Mennonite settlements and a few of this party dsti
locate there. But the largest number of them were
determined to follow that smaller party of theinkiho
had preceded them under the leadership of Mr. §cmd
had already located at Yankton, Dakota.

A special immigrant train was made up at New Yark t
transport this party to Dakota and the equipmedt an
accommodations offered on this train
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were one of the most disappointing features oktiitee
trip. Plain, hard, wooden benches were the only
furnishings in the coaches. No provision madesfeeping
on the train, no tables and no comforts of any kihd
addition to that the train crew was criminally ifidrent
towards the welfare of the passengers. The traunadv
only stop to replenish its fuel and water supplg aften
refused to wait long enough for the passengertef s
down and buy the most urgent food supplies. Tipadok
them thru Buffalo and they could see Niagara Hedis a
distance. A fire broke out in the baggage carsand
considerable part of their baggage was destroyed at
Buffalo, but the railroad company paid them forlafises.
From Buffalo they continued westward until theyaiead
Chicago. This was just a short time after the g@acago
fire and the City was almost in ruins yet. Leavitigicago
they kept moving westward, the train crew stilushg to
stop long enough for them to be able to buy foadiehen
it reached Sioux City the men stepped off and dikearmy
walked down the street buying something to eate Th
engineer whistled and whistled but they paid nemdibn to
it so the train started but they ignored that tdbe train
moved on a little ways out of town then backed gaia
and by that time they were back and ready to pahcééis
was the last run and they reached Yankton thatrefts.



CHAPTER V.

ON THE DAKOTA PRAIRIES

The first night at Yankton was spent under the open
sky with their baggage used as beds as the nundsesav
large that no accommodations could be found. Ex¢ n
day quarters were secured in a building owned leyReter
Seydel which was built for a store. They were vanch
crowded here but it afforded shelter. In this thuidy they
were able to prepare some meals and also do tlasiing,
A delegation was then sent out to look over thentgyuand
to find the Schrag-Unruh settlement. They went agmof
Yankton and upon reaching the Turkey Creek valley
discovered the comfortable dwelling of Mr. Unruldahe
small huts and sod shanties of the Schrag comp&hg.
land looked good to them and they were ready tteset
down here. Returning to Yankton they ordered out a
surveyor and had their homesteads located. #idsthat it
was a custom among the Swiss to look for a smiedl ta
stream and then pick a claim near by. As soon as a
satisfactory claim was found he would drop his aratat
there as a warning to others that that particu&@ancis
taken. All who could afford it filed on lands antbved
out with their families, while a few who were tooqy to
pay the filing, locating and expenses of buildinghanty
remained in Yankton and hired out as laborers. Whe
everything was ready they bought oxen, wagons ants
lumber and with their baggage and families staotetheir
trip across the prairies. The oxen were slow amdesof
them barely broken so progress was slow and thesred
only about half of their 35 mile trip to the settlent that
day traveling from early morning until late in teeening.
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They spent the first night near a small lake slegin the
ground with such shelter as they could provide whtkir
baggage and the few boards they brought with th&m.
few of the young people who had along their oldhfased
muzzle loaders tried their skill on some ducks wiere
spending the evening on that little lake with tasult that
they tasted the first wild game in their new locatthe
next day. Early the next morning the trip to tbé&lsment
was resumed and late in the afternoon they arae¢e
Turkey Creek valley. How glad they were to be agai
united with those who had gone ahead and were now
already settled down.

Having arrived at the spot that was to be theinreit
home they went to real work to provide shelter for
themselves. Most of the families spent almosbfhat
little money was left from their trip to buy oxend
wagons. Now it remained for them to build dwelbngith
the least possible outlay. The few who could afiibrd it
built small frame huts while the majority dug holet® the
ground and then built up walls from sod. A fewqgaie of
timber were laid across the top and then cover¢a sad
for a roof. It was getting late in the season &y had to
crowd themselves to get their shanties up. Imibantime
they kept a look out for work as there were settieithe
neighborhood of Swan Lake and south towards Yankton
who had been there a little longer or were of largeans
and glad to give employment to the new comersay th
were in need of help. It was too late in the sedsqut in
any crops as there were already frosts at nightwitney
came.

That same fall the settlers experienced their firatrie
fire, one of the most dangerous and dreadful means
destruction that the newly settled regions are sggdo.
The unending open prairie with the large dry gradall
was a fertile field for the devouring flames. Frarfong
distance the smoke of the approaching fire coulddas
and with
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spade and plow the new-comers rushed out to prdivale
breaks around their buildings. The rising cloutisrooke
from the flames eclipsed the sun and the heat evafic.
Some sought shelter in wells, cellars or dugoutsaan
number of settlers lost their homes with all belogg.
Several lives were reported lost in this fire althis
particular community escaped with only the loss of
property.

Some sixty families of the Swiss-Germans were now
settled in this vicinity, most of whom filed on ldm the
neighborhood of Turkey Creek and a few miles noanh.
few families were still in Yankton working out aiging
to save up a little money so that they could hoessktoo.
Still others rented places in the neighborhoodvwéis
Lake. The family names represented in this groapew
Albrecht, Fliginger, Gering, Graber, Kaufman, Mee|l
Preheim, Ries, Schrag, Senner, Stucky, Schwartz and
Waltner.

Other Mennonites who settled in 1874 in this viini
were the four Ortman brothers, Karl, Heinrich, Brieh
and Christian, hailing from the village of Adelhafthe
Russian province of Kalish, who arrived at YanktomMay
and settled north-east of Silver Lake along thet @& of
the Vermillion River. About that time the first Herische
Mennonites arrived, coming from the village of Huthal,
New Hutterthal, Johannesthal and Hutterdorf in the
province of Taurien, South Russia, and located aegt
south-west of Silver Lake, bringing the names oféfo
Tschetter, Wipf, Stahl, Gross, Wollmann, Waldnegliaf,
Kleinsasser and Mendel. Paul Tschetter and Lorenz
Tschetter represented the Hutterische Mennoniteken
deputation the year before. The present Wolf Creek
Colony settled on the East side of Silver Lakehm early
summer of 1874 and built up five large houses. yTied
on land but only spent one winter there and insfhréng
they sold out to the Karlswalder settlement whewise
left Russia in 1874 under the leadership of ReterPe
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Becker, but most of their number spent the winfer o
1874-75 in Newton, Kansas, and a few in Pennsya/ani
Among the Karlswalder group the names Buller, Unruh
Becker, Koehn, Boese, Nickel and Deckert are not@d.
disposing of their interests east of Silver Lake futterite
Colony moved to and settled on the James Riveobott
where the Wolf Creek empties into the river, and
thenceforth were known as the Wolf Creek Colonheil
object moving to the James River valley was totiget
use of the river’'s water power for the purposewfding
and operating a flour mill.

Just a few weeks after the arrival of the second
installment of Swiss-Germans from Russia anotheagr
of Mennonite immigrants from the same place stemjitd
the train at Yankton and located just north of tbrener
settlement, west of the present site of Marionesehwere
a division of the Molotchna group of South-Russid a
represented the Regier, Tieszen, Schmidt, Bergs&go
Buller, Vogt, Peters, Ratzlaff, Dalke and Nachtigal
families, under the leadership of Derk Tieszen, \elter
won considerable renown as a bonesetter. Thenfoltp
year most of these joined with the Karlswalderlsetént
and still later the Bethesda Mennonite Church wasded
and Rev. Peter Becker was their elder. The EWeahrt,
Schartner and a few other families came a littlerlaA
small Mennonite settlement was also started in Bon
Homme County in 1874 by Ewert, Ratzlaff, Schultzkb,
Boese and Unruh families, coming from the village o
Heinrichsdorf, Russia.

All of the above Mennonite immigrants came to this
country under the identical circumstances as the
Swiss-German Mennonites, and for the identical psep
that of founding a home in a free land and escapa the
throes of European militarism. They came fromediht
villages and communities, bringing along slightlifetent
customs and dialects, and were not all relateddydobut
were one
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in purpose, one in hopes and one in aspirations.

Then followed their first winter, that of 1774 -1
and a bitter experience it was for most of themoltonly
came sooner than they were ready for it but washmuare
severe than they expected it would be. When tinsty f
arrived at this spot they were so thankful thay thiel not
locate at Pembina, near the Canadian border, vich
Schrag had selected the year before for theiresetiht.
They heard so much of the rough winters in the iNand
and were glad to have come South. How disappoield
overcome they were when the snow began to fly bed t
thermometer dropped below the zero point. Crowded
their small, hastily constructed sod houses witbrlyo
fitting doors and windows, without heaters and dhky tall
grass twists to burn, with a poor supply of clothed
bedding, they were exposed to untold suffering ftben
cold. Snow fell for days and the genuine old-tidekota
blizzards, like howling lions, swept over the bprairies
laying siege to the little sheltering places of sleétlers as if
bent on annihilating them. Some could not leae# th
shanties for days on account of the immense drffssow
blockading their openings. Food supplies becararcec
and some families were compelled to live on coealr
and water. Entire families remained in their beast of
the time to keep from freezing and the only water
obtainable was by melting snow. This is just atfarord
picture of the experience of these settlers ttst Wnter
and is still fresh in the memory of the survivinges.

At last spring was on the way. The sun went up
higher, the days became longer and the snow begaelt.
But there was little to encourage the settlergeradvent
of spring only brought them relief from the coldit bheir
plight for food was worse than ever. In their pexgy
they appealed to the Mennonite Committee of Relief,
which was an organization made up of the older Meite
settlements
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of Indiana, Ohio and Pennsylvania for the purpdse o
assisting the needy church members and particulzolse
in new settlements. The Committee’s prompt aneréb
response was most commendable and literally sdneed t
settlement. Two representatives of this reliefaoigation,
a Mr. Yoder and Mr. Nafziger, arrived at Yanktomatth
spring with money enough to buy 2000 sacks of ffour
distribution among the most needy ones. A local
committee consisting of Andrew Schrag, Daniel Unaund
Derk Tieszen, was appointed to make a survey ohéeels
and thus assist the men in the distribution of flloxsr
supply.

As soon as the frost was out of the ground théesett
went in with their breaking plows, and started ingthe
sod. The work was slow and difficult. The oxeil Im@t
recovered yet from their near starvation suffidiett
stand up under this heavy work. Except in the kmal
bottom lands of the Turkey Creek the ground wasysto
and it was often necessary to hitch four oxen ® gow.
Since most of the families of small means only bad
yoke of oxen each, it took the combined power af tw
families to run one single plow. From one halthcee
quarters of an acre a day was about the averagerdrob
ground one rig could turn over. As soon as alpthtch of
ground was ready they sowed rye, wheat, planteakqed
and some Welsh Corn. There was plenty of moisince
sunshine and their crops began to grow. How grbteéy
were for every tiny sprout that broke thru the grdand
with what care and diligence they watched overrthei
growing fields which went up like walls betweennihand
starvation - their first crop.

But the plights of the pioneer are many and this toi
and hopes of weeks and months may be wiped outén o
solitary flying hour and fall a prey to the elem2niA
grasshopper cloud came up from the northwest ologrur
the sun for a while, then settling down like inditguests at
the very tables of
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the struggling settlers. Panic-stricken and hskpltaey
stood and watched these miserable locusts deveiur th
promising fields. The grasshopper visit was onlgfand
with another northwest wind they raised up and voéire
again. Only a little of the crop was saved. Thagested
some potatoes, a little wheat and made some hakdar
oxen and for fuel. Wherever possible the needgone
looked around for some work where they could edittl@,
and this was often 10 or more miles away from home
which distance they had to walk, and 75 cents andesy
considered good pay for the hardest work.

Then came the second winter for the settlers amd th
year 1775 soon belonged to history. Again it ptbieebe
a rough and extremely cold season but the sufferirtige
settlers was not quite as severe as the winteréé&bo the
reason that they were a little better preparedtfofrhe
shanties were patched up in every respect and every
possible provision was made for fuel. Food wascgca
again and only by practicing the utmost economytlaey
survive the winter.

But seasons come and go and the cold North Wind
carrying Jack Frost on its wings must give wayhi® t
breezes from the South and the gentle sunshinarlyf e
spring. As nature awakes in the spring time ardgks in
a new robe, so human nature revives and with fresh
courage and new hopes begins to move about. So the
settlers tried to forget their hardships and proret of the
first two seasons at their new home and begangjpgoe
the ground for another crop. The oxen were alittl
stronger than the spring before and considerabie ne
breaking was done. By generous sharing with ono¢han
and with what little credit they had at Yanktorgyh
succeeded in collecting enough seed to put in Heziond
crop. Again the grain began to grow and assureuh ttinat
their soil was productive. Harvest was only a fegeks
away and every one was of good cheer. But theiefiop
were to be shattered
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again. About noon one day, on the crest of a gtron
northwest wind the grasshoppers returned, whiraimg)
whizzing thru the air in numbers so immense thay th
virtually overshadowed the sky. They settled dand
proved more numerous and destructive than the year
before, and again the settlers were helpless aspukdate.
To make their plight worse the wind changed the dey
and for fully two weeks blew from the South. This
prolonged the visit of the locusts as they maderstyv
attempts to leave but could not move against thisng
South wind. At last the wind changed to the noastand
the grasshoppers went with it leaving want and sta@n
in their wake. The crop was destroyed completaety all
they saved was a little grass to make hay. Thedbgheir
second crop was fatal to the settlers and theydftoe
future with dread. They were discouraged and many
longed to return to their old homes but they hached
their bridges behind them and were now destindsrécor
die on the frontier.

The fall and winter following the second grasshappe
plague saw much misery and want among the settiers.
was next to impossible to get any work or earnlangtas
practically the entire settled area was impovedshea
result of the grasshoppers. In addition to thatvwinter
was a severe one. Reports were that in some hibvenes
were compelled to break up and burn most of theitiure
in order to keep a fire. At Yankton it was learriedt a
party on the Nebraska side of the Missouri was ilogpkor
workers to fell trees and cut them up into kindhmgod to
be sold. So after New Year a party of nine memfthis
settlement crossed the river at Yankton and hitgdabthe
rate of 75 cents per cord for felling the treedticg them
up and splitting it into kindling wood. They fould
deserted Indian block house in which they made
headquarters and in which they also found an olddro
burning stove. They spent about six weeks hené unt
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about the middle of February when the cold weather
suddenly yielded to a warm South wind and the saow
ice began to melt. Fearing that the river mayfresze up
again and knowing it would be a long time befolmat
could go, they decided to take chances on walkongss
the ice. Each man took two long canes using theskials.
The ice was so thin in places that it cracked aeg tvould
quickly retreat and try another direction. Theptkinis up
for some time and after changing their course agath
again, they reached the other side safely.

When spring was near an inventory of the seed grain
on hand was taken and the discovery made thage lar
number of the settlers were without a kernel ofrgiia
their possession. During the cold winter days tpeynd
up what was intended for seed in their small cofféés
and used it for bread. Others had no equipmeit witich
to put in crops. So Mr. Schrag and Rev. Jos. Gralagle
a flying trip to the east for a personal intervieith the
Mennonite Committee of Relief and see if they cayedl
help. They succeeded in raising the sum of $7i4@ash
for which they had to make themselves personally
responsible and then came home and loaned it cortigm
the settlers on notes drawing 6 per cent interébtsuch
security as they could get. This averaged abod® $D
per family and gave the settlers another chance.

The summer of 1877 they succeeded in raising a smal
crop and for the first time in their new homes witrey
able to provide their own food. The grasshoppamse
back again this year but not in large enough numtwedo
much damage. But the cultivated area was so ymtdhat
one settler reported eight farmers hauling theiirerop
to a threshing machine several miles away andnggitti
threshed in one day. Straw was very scarce angbh in
those days and often hauled for ten miles by fasrimethe
winter time for feed. The only
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market towns were Sioux Falls and Yankton, 40 &@nd 3
miles distant. The water problem was a rathepasrone
with those who settled any distance from Turkeye&re
The surface water in the shallow, dug wells wasrelmble
and when that gave out it became necessary tatHfaamn
the Creek in barrels while those still further indnad to
get it from Silver Lake. This was especially difflt in the
cold winter months. A few settlers who filed oaiaohs on
the nice level lands north of Turkey Creek abandahem
and moved back to the creek bottom preferringvi® din
the rough and stony land and be assured wateretire y
around.

The religious meetings in the settlement were held
private houses until 1880, when the first exclusiiarch
building was erected on Section 34 of Rosefield fislvip,
on the site of the present Salem-Zion Church. al$ w
known as Salem Church in those days. Another aase w
built on Section 7 of Childstown Township just eafsthe
present home of P. J . Kaufman and was called ithe Z
Church. These two united about 1895 under the rdme
the Salem-Zion Congregation, and they still mamthat
name. In 1902 a storm destroyed the Zion Churddihg
and it was never built up again, but in the yedi618 new
one was built in the north-east corner of Sectién 1
Childstown Township, and is known as the Salem €inur
The pioneer ministers who came with these settlers
John Schrag, Peter Kaufman and Jos. Graber, afhom
were quite old. In the year 1878, Chr. Kaufman @hd.
Mueller were ordained as ministers of the Salem
Congregation at the wish and request of the elGeaber
and Kaufman who were anxious to retire becauskef t
advanced age. At the Zion congregation Jos. Kaufamal
Jacob R. Schrag were elected and ordained atdoestof
elder Schrag. Rev. Kaufman served as ministeeédet
uninterruptedly until his death in 1906. Rev. C.dMer
continued his work until 1910 when he retired dwue t
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sickness and advancing age and was succeeded b Rev
Hege. He died at the ripe old age of 81 year$9R:.
Rev. J. R. Schrag moved to Oregon in 1897 and tater
Washington where he died in 1922. Rev. Jos. Kanfina
the sole survivor of the four and is at this wigtim
delicate health residing at Freeman and his woskidegn
taken over by Revs. Alfred P. Waltner and JohA.J .
Schrag, ordained in 1907. Rev. Tob. Unruh, who avas
member of the deputation of 1873, served as a ramis
the North end of the settlement before the foundiie
Bethesda church but died a few years after higarhiere.
He was succeeded by Rev. Peter Becker and Abremall
Other pioneer Mennonite Ministers of this vicinitgre
Rev. C. Ewert of Bon Homme County, Rev. Johann L.
Wipf of Hutchinson County, Rev. Derk P. Tieszen and
Rev. Jacob Schartner of Turner County.

As soon as the settlers were beginning to raisesdro
sufficient quantity for the market the need of aselr
market place became apparent. Sioux Falls andtgank
at distances that required three to four days tfavene
trip, were too far. Rumors were current that tinec&go,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry. would extend its line from
Algona west and thru Swan Lake Town. These news we
too good to believe but the day soon came when the
surveyors were at work. The survey was made and
construction work commenced soon thereafter, kit th
route selected by the surveyor was nearly fiftedasn
north of Swan Lake. The building of the railroaal/g
employment to a large number of settlers and lafgrie
the rails were laid little towns sprung up whichreva great
help to the settlement as they could buy someef th
necessaries nearer home. Before the year 1878Wed
off the black, whizzing monster made its first thru this
new country and the towns of Parker, Marion anckfan
were placed on the map bringing the market frora ftv
fifteen miles of this settlement.
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Altho the building of the railroad was the greatest
factor in the growth and eventual prosperity o$ ttounty,
it dealt a death-blow to the hopes and aspiratdr&van
Lake around which so much of Turner County’s early
history is woven. Here nature did a wonderful pie€
handi-work as the lake was a beautiful sight ther ye
around. A bathing resort in summer and a skafimgin
winter. A fisherman’s paradise and a hunter’'sgigli The
scene of Indian wigwams and trapper’s huts. Bwii$ not
only because of nature’s charms that this place was
frequented. Swan Lake was the administrative caitde
county. Here was located the land office, thé firs
newspaper, the general store and post office antalhing
place for the Sioux Falls-Yankton stage. One by e
few buildings were moved from the lake to Parket ance
more quiet reigned on its shores. Swan Lake lishstie
and fast developing into a popular summer resdritbu
ambition to become a city and county seat are mere
memories.
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CHAPTER VI.

PIONEER EXPERIENCES

When Mr. Unruh and Mr. Schrag arrived at the Turkey

Creek valley for settlement in the spring of 18héy
found a few settlers already located and estaldisieng
the bottom land of the creek. Mr. Jas. A. Chilfer
whom the township of Childstown was named, with his
brother settled here in 1871 and lived on the mtedehn J.
Waltner place. A few more followed and as Swand_ak
was the only post office, they made applicatioegtablish
a new one a little closer by. The following yeE8/2, this
application was granted and the post office wasatam
Childstown while Mr. Childs was appointed postmaste
The mail was brought by stage from Yankton to Swalke
and by carrier from Swan Lake to Childstown anovest,
giving only weekly service at first. Mr. Childsldaut in

1877 and moved away and Mr. Andr. Schrag was named

his successor and continued to fill his trust fpeaod of
seventeen years. All the settlers who came hdozdoe
1874 were eventually bought out by the new-comers.

The spring of 1875, following that first and tetab
winter, found a few of the settlers with empty fidains,
face to face with hunger. So the head of one edeh
stricken families made a trip to Yankton in whatféared
was a vain effort to buy flour on time, as he wiasdadutely
penniless. The oxen had barely survived the wiznter
were extremely poor so that only very little praggevas
made. He spent two nights on the way and on i@ th
day, when only three miles from Yankton, they gaue
again and compelled him to unhitch. Stopping resmall
farm he was invited by the farmer to come and spad
night at the house, which he gladly did. In the
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morning he was offered a light breakfast and owitgathe
house the farmer demanded fifty cents for his lnggind
meal. The poor traveler, not being able to usedtglish
language, turned out his pockets to prove he hadarey
so the farmer took his overcoat and started fohthese.
The traveler hitched up his oxen and with a heaarth
started for Yankton when the farmer called himat hnd
returned the coat. Arriving at Yankton he walkesii
store to store trying to get flour and was abouttarn
empty when he discovered another small store winere
found a German storekeeper, who proved to be C.
Buechler, who later became a prominent citizen and
business man of Freeman. Mr. Buechler trustedwitina
nice supply of flour and some other groceries dsd lent
him fifty cents to pay his benefactor on the wagkia

That same year the glad news reached the settlement
that a physician was locating at Swan Lake. Ornbef
settlers who was renting a farm near the lake wgaged
by this physician to haul a load of lumber up frgankton
with which to build an office. He made the tripdoand
on his return when within a few miles of Swan Labee of
the oxen dropped down and was dead. Being unable t
carry on his farm work with the one ox and not hgvhe
means to buy another one, he was forced to seqlli,
farming and work out on wages.

When these settlers located here there were hangly
Indians left and the few who were still abiding wéiving
near Swan Lake. There were larger Indian settlésnen
along the James River and also along the Misspeai;
Yankton, but they were some distance away and dause
very little fear in the immediate neighborhood.t Bwe
year 1876 will long be remembered as it broughtaram
that the Sioux Indians were preparing for a fimad a
destructive struggle against their white intruderbe
excitement did not reach its climax until the nefs
Custer’'s massacre at the Big Horn River became
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known. That same message also bore the apperadithtn
Indians were on their way to this part of the state
plundering and murdering as they went. Many gsttle
abandoned everything and toftight to Yankton where a
large fort and stockade was erected for protedtimm the
Red Faces. A distant light at night was takerafor
campfire of the savages and a little move in tlesgat
night sufficed to drive an entire family into hysos.
Neighboring families went together at night for onalt
protection. It happened one night when a number of
families were gathered at one house that the regula
War-whoop, “How”, “how!” was heard. The house was
located near a small lake and the cry came fromstartte
at first, but with every yell, was nearing the @ad
glance thru the window of the darkened room re\cetie
outline of several horsemen with feathers in thair
moving about thru the yard as if getting ready ttkena
charge. While the majority of inmates were tremdphvith
fear one brave settler mustered up sufficient apaita
open the front door a trifle and discharge hisrolgsket
into the dark mantle of the night. Silence reigfmca
moment and immediately the sounding hoofs of ratrga
horsemen were heard. No one left the house tght and
in the morning tracks were discovered to and froenytard.
The alarm continued until news reached the setti¢that
the government had intervened and that all dangsr w
over. Those who went to Yankton returned and went
work again. Later it was learned that the horsewlen
scared the settlers were disguised pale faces.

Late one night, a pioneer was walking across the
prairie to a somewhat distant neighbor for he hadaut of
tobacco. The night was dark and a light wind wasvimg.
Suddenly he spied a light a little distance ahdadr.
The first thought that came to him was that it rhaythe
beginning of a prairie fire and he hastened towdrtdking
his coat off hoping that he could extinguish thenea



-44-

As he came nearer he noticed that it was movirgnKing
it may be a lantern carried by some one he wasajustit to
address this unknown party, but before he coulet @it
word, the light suddenly took a leap of about tweysdrds
to the right of where he first noticed it. By thiime the
poor pedestrian was a little startled for he natitteat the
light was flickering as tho it was about to exparegetting
ready for an explosion. Terror seized the pio@er he
took to the opposite direction never looking bankluhe
reached his shanty. He did not miss his tobactibthe
next morning. A number of other pioneers repothed
same experience with Will-o’-the Wisp.

To illustrate the many disappointments of pionder |
an old settler reports this experience: He anavifes were
renting a farm for two years near Swan Lake antBin6
he filed on a homestead near Marion. They werkling
their sod house working on it hard, early and lakehole
was dug in the ground about two feet deep and Hils w
and roof made of sod. For rafters he bought alifghw
pieces of lumber at Yankton and then packed it ZW&@ath
sod so it would be warm and waterproof. They hied j
finished their sod house and went back, expecbngadve
in the next morning with the furniture. During thight a
heavy rain came and when they reached their hoenedkit
morning a pile of dirt was there to mark the spaheir
labors. The weight of the roof saturated with naater
was too heavy for the light rafters and broke thra,roof
dropped down and the walls caved in. He built heot
house in fall which was partly a wooden structurd a
made a very cosy home, but the day after Christtnas
burned down and they were obliged to spend theawint
with generous relatives.

The great flood of the Vermillion River of July, 19,
was an appalling experience for this settlementarne
about midnight during a heavy thunder
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and lightning storm as a result of a cloudburghfarup
the river. The local rainfall was not particulangavy but
the river kept rising steadily. The families otdh Gering,
David Ries and Jacob Goosen were living on the $aihk
the stream and were awakened that night by thenstor
Looking out thru the window at the moment of a Hilad
lightning, they saw the river out of its banks and
surrounding their houses. Quickly they dressedleftdhe
house. The Gering family saw their home already
surrounded with water and fearing to wade it hehi@t up
his team and started from the yard with the famonythe
wagon. Being dark and the waters already readhiag
wagon box, another wave came and swept them ieto th
flood. His wife, one son and two daughters, twibdcan

of the David Ries family and Jacob Goosen werdezhrr
away and drowned. Mr. Gering saved himself when a
feather comforter floated by him in the dark andyheesped
it. The bodies were all recovered, the last oillg &ight
days after the catastrophe. A number of otherlfami
living on the river bottom saved themselves but hogst
all of their property.

On October 15th, 1880, the settlers experiencedbne
the severest blizzards that ever raged over tletsoseof
the country. Coming so early in the fall, it catigiost of
the farmers unprepared for the winter and suchasuat
of snow fell that travel was about impossible. lfar the
winter the flour supply with most of the familieavg out.
For a while they tried to grind wheat on their dncaffee
mills, and in a few instances where they had noditee
mill, they were just compelled to boil their whead live
without bread. The nearest flouring mill was a& Wolf
Creek Colony, nearly twenty miles away, and awgs
considered a useless attempt. At last six farmecgled to
try it. They took six teams and each one loaded taw
sacks of wheat. One team would break the frozew$ar
about half a mile at a time, then the next one, the
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third, fourth, fifth and sixth one, until the firehe’s turn
came around again. This way the teams dividedh&ine
work which one could never stand and the trip wagen

About the year 1880 the settlers experienced auplag
similar to that of the Egyptians in the days of falo&, only
it was of shorter duration. The settlement aldregEurkey
Creek bottom was literally covered with little flagThey
came and hopped on from the South-west into a
North-easterly direction, continuing their processfor
about three days when they were by and gone again.
Thousands of them were killed on the roads ancstyses
by live stock and driving teams. It was hardly gibke to
walk across the yard without stepping on a fewhef.
They did very little damage as they were quite sima
were extremely annoying for they were everywhei:the
large number of them killed on the roads was a most
offensive sight.

An event that recalls more terror in the mindshef t
pioneers of this community than perhaps any othére
storm of 1888. The morning of January 12th dawmita
no unusual signs of an impending disturbance in the
atmosphere. About ten o’clock snow flakes begdiyto
and the wind whistled louder and grew strongerorSibe
houses began to tremble and the snow fell so #mckfast
that any one a few rods from the house could reamfly
with difficulty. All the remaining hours of thatag and
night it seemed as if the very elements of heavereun
revolution. The mercury dropped almost out of sighhe
children who went to school that day failed to retu
When morning came and the storm was still raging, t
father of a child who went to school the day befaue
failed to return for the night, plowed his way thhe snow
to the school house, only to be informed by theheathat
five pupils strayed away into the storm the evernafpre
while trying to reach a farm house only fifty roalsay.
The report spread over the community
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like wildfire and a search for the lost ones beginich
lasted for several days. On the fourth day afterstorm
the frozen corpses of five boys were found on ld fiéhich
proved to be the missing school children. Thredhars,
John, Henry and Elias Kaufman, Peter Graber and Joh
Albrecht were the victims of this storm, and thegrav
found together kneeling in the snow.

Prairie fires were frequent. occurrences in this ne
settlement and particularly so during the earlgairg.
Much as they dreaded and with all the care anchptems
the settlers took, they still recurred at intervalne of the
last and most devastating of these prairie fires ngaorded
April 2nd, 1889. It is said that this fire wasrséa from a
burning straw stack west of Silver Lake and trag¢tethe
South-east leveling with the ground nearly evengtthat
came into its path. A large number of farms wetally
destroyed and all efforts to stem its tide werertiitt
fruitless. The storm was so violent that the flamere
carried thru the air and over every fire breakf #iswere
only a yard wide. The smoke and heat were so $etémat
one could not see ahead one rod. People pickd#ukeup
clothes and ran out on the large plowed fieldhaswas
about the only place of safety. In her flight fromms fire,
Mrs. Ratzlaff ran into a fence where she got hesslr
tangled up in the wire and before she could releasself
the flames were over her. She was so badly scottla
she died the following night. The fire continuedwith
unabating fury until it reached the railroad tratkhe
Running Water branch, where it died down. This feft
the settlers who were in its path in a pitiablediban.
What stock was saved had to be taken away wheoziidl
feed and people had to seek shelter with neighbdarghis
fire Elder Peter Becker hid the family’s clotheslather
articles in a dry well to save it from the flameslahey
fled from the house. When the fire was over it was
discovered that by some miracle
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the house was saved while the things hid in the wetke
burned.

After the grasshoppers ceased their destructivé& wor
with the crops of these settlers, they harvestedyeyear,
with some variation, except once. The exceptiaedavas
the season of 1894 when the entire crop was Iiyeral
burned up because of a continued drought througheut
growing season. Great black clouds would fornhi t
west alive with thunder and lightning with evergication
of an approaching rain storm, but would disappegaira
from the horizon in a short space of time as if/tivere
merely a fog. Hot South winds would blow for daysl
the corn, grain and vegetables dried up completéhis
total crop failure was a severe blow to the settéex it left
many of them without wheat for flour and withoueddor
the next season. The following spring it becaneesgary
for the County Commissioners to buy seed and supely
ones who had none in order to make it possibléhfem to
put in a crop at all.

A number of very destructive hailstorms visited the
north edge of the settlement at various intervats b
ordinarily these only covered a narrow strip ofitery so
that if one farmer even lost most or all of hisggrbis
neighbor saved his and together they were assuneda
start the next season.



CHAPTER VII.

THE RELIGIOUS LIFE

The Mennonite denomination is credited with being
one of the three oldest of the Protestant Churahdan its
struggle for existence has suffered more than psrhay
other denomination. This was largely due to italtamable
belief in the doctrine of civil liberty and religis
toleration, which was then novel but has sincelbdistaed
itself as a fundamental requisite of civilizatioBeing one
of the smaller denomination it is not as populartyg well
known as some of the larger ones.

The Mennonite Church was named after Menno
Simon, a native of the Netherlands born in 1492 wias
ordained to Roman Catholic priesthood in 1520. He
became attached to the doctrine and practicesahtich
despised Anabaptist sect so in 1536 he withdrem fite
Catholic Church and the following year he was réizag
and joined the Anabaptist movement. He was soon
thereafter ordained an Anabaptist minister andgbaiman
of more than ordinary training, experience andigie at
once became a leader in this movement and hiddiskt
was to unite its scattered members of Germany and
Holland.

This Anabaptist movement, whose followers became
the Mennonite Church of today, sprung up in central
Europe during the activities of Zwingli and Luthahout
the year 1520. They demanded a more radical depart
from the system of that day than either Luther Zwthgli
finally adopted. It was a demand for a strictlgiependent
and voluntary church with only one object in vidghat of
religious worship and the carrying into practicelod
teachings of the New Testament. They stood for a
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complete separation of the Church and State, oeigyi
toleration, a study of the bible and interpretatioareof by
the individual. The Sermon on the Mount virtudlgcame
their creed and love the ruling force in all degdiramong
themselves. Believing that the church should dentary
they did not encourage tithing or church taxeslaeid that
political force could not and should not dictateetigious
matters. They held it was wrong to take humanuifder
the New Testament doctrines, whether it be undbtamy
force or under judicial process; that baptism stidnd on
confession of faith only; that a Christian shoudd take an
oath; and that the church should be kept pure byibg or
ex-communicating unfaithful members.

No doubt the outstanding doctrine of the Mennonite
Church is its attitude towards war or the takindnoman
life. This doctrine is as old as the church itsled first
written record of same dating back to 1527, anddess
respected by virtually every civilized government
throughout this period of time in that certain ex¢ions
from actual military service were granted to itsnnivers in
good standing. In the late World War the Mennande
the training camps were assigned to the Quarteemast
Medical and Engineering Corps only, the same hale®n
designated by the President of the United States as
noncombatant branches of the service. Perhaps/nine
per cent or more of the young men who were mentders
the Mennonite Church and were called to the trginin
camps under the Selective Service Law signed upwdok
in the said three departments and made creditabteds,
winning promotions to first class privates and sarg in
some instances. While it is true that there wefexna
instances where Mennonites refused to perform any
military service whatever and had to be furlougbatto
farm work or even stood court-martial and were secgd
to terms in the federal prison these cases werexteption
and not the rule and their number only a
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very small percentage of the total number inducted
enlisted. Then these cases were matters of inciVews
and not the result of any encouragement or orders the
church. The fundamental principle of the anti-@actrine
of the modern Mennonite Church is not a mere efiarthe
part of its members to seek easy tasks behindrthg fine
and let the other fellow face the cannon’s mouthtbe
voice of a war-weary world, a sincere desire toighavar
entirely. The calling of the disarmament confeeeat
Washington, the resolutions of the National Educeti
Association, the Student Volunteer Conference drad o
number of the largest churches within the last geang

on record against war are ample evidence of theciress
of this doctrine. Disputes among nations shoulil @uld
be adjusted across the table before a fair andrirapa
tribunal as justly and readily as differences betve
individuals are settled in a court of justice. \WWeyalizes
and encourages among nations what is consideredgamo
individuals as the most serious crime and carriés ivthe
most severe penalty known to civilized societyf tifa
homicide. But war cannot and will not be abolishedil
the majority of the people of the world demand its
abolition. The Mennonite and Quaker churches alone
cannot do it. All preparations and demonstrati@nsvar
must be discouraged. The experience of Germathein
late World War should be a lesson to all advocates
preparedness. There must be sentiment againdirstar
and then legislation will follow.

The Mennonite Church is a firm believer in orgadize
government and its attitude towards same can lgest b
expressed by quoting from the Mennonite Article§aith,
viz: “- we hold ourselves in duty bound towards @wful
government to regard the same as God’s servagbfua,
to honor it with due reverence, to be obedient o all
things that are not in violation of God’s Commandiseor
of one’s good conscience, to pay cheerfully anthfaily
all
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proper taxes and assessments, and to devoutlyfqray

After the entry of the United States into the WAN@r
the Mennonite Church urged its young people tostegi
for the Selective Service, encouraged its memigers t
provide for the soldiers in buying their allotmeftoonds
and particularly to support the Red Cross, Y. MAC.and
Salvation Army work. Where individuals in isolatealses
failed to do their bit in this respect, it was vath the
sanction or encouragement of the Church. In thig ea
stages of the church its members were discouraget f
functioning in their rights as citizens but thiagtice has
long been outgrown and today the Mennonites can be
found voting, serving on the jury, holding officedain all
other respects perform their full duties as citzehaw
obedience has always been encouraged by the candch
all Mennonite communities have as a rule given@dgo
account of themselves in this particular.

Not only was the Mennonite Church one of the estrlie
organizations to recognize the wrong of taking haiiife
and to voice its opposition thereto, but it wa® als
forerunner in thdight for the abolition of slavery. The year
1688 was made memorable in the history of thelittl
Mennonite Community of Germantown, Pennsylvania, by
Issuing the first public protest ever made on toistinent
against the holding of slaves. These pioneer atesmf
universal liberty, seeing that even their Quakeagmeaors
seemed to wink at and in some cases to be guilty
participants in the traffic of slaves, promptly emtd an
earnest protest thus starting a little rill whicleyy into a
mighty torrent and less than two centuries latex@vthe
accursed institution from the soil of this fair tanThis
document was signed on the 18th of April of thatryey
Gerhard Hendricks, Dirk Op den Graeff, Francis Bhni
Pastorius and Abraham Op den Graeff and emphaticall
declared that slavery was wrong and that the



-53-

participants therein were on a level with the bipddrks.

The leaders of the Mennonite Church have long
maintained that education was necessary to builaup
effective and useful church membership, so theghav
always supported schools. Even during the tim&eif
persecution they maintained schools in secret. |aNilring
in illiterate and superstitious Russia they kepaupllage
school at their own expense in which not only biledy
was carried on but their children were taught #mglage
of the land. During the early years of their sstiént here
poverty prevented them from giving the young pedipée
opportunity for an education, but as soon as tleeaime a
little prosperous they founded Freeman Academy lwisc
today a Junior College, offering two full yearscotlege
work with a Normal Department accredited by théestand
strong bible and musical courses.

Church and Sunday School attendance were always
urged among the Mennonite Denomination, and only in
case of bad weather or poor roads is the ministigexd to
preach to empty benches. Musical concerts ardaegu
features at their churches and much time is deviotetioir
and orchestra practice. Foreign and domestic amssi
receive hearty support from the Mennonite churchesur
young people from this immediate vicinity are misgries
in far away China today.

The entire membership of the Mennonites of North
America is estimated at approximately 100,000,d#di
Into seventeen separate groups. This dissensiongits
members is one of the greatest weaknesses of tinehch
and is due largely to slight differences of opinion
practice on the part of its leaders. The commimestiony,
known all over the state as the “Mennonite Colofiegh
their common ownership of all property and uniform
method of dress, is not and never has been a éatur
doctrine of the Mennonite Church. It is simply a
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practice followed by a small number of one of the
seventeen groups of the Mennonite Church. Lessdha
percent of the members of the church live in these
communistic colonies. The Swiss-German Mennorites
their neighbors to the north are members of thee@én
Conference group, the second largest and in msgeots
leading division of the church.



CHAPTER VIII.

IN CONCLUSION

In the preceding pages the writer has attempted to
narrate the story of his people and their chursharge
part of the material used herein was obtained foensonal
interviews with the few remaining pioneers of 18dose
love for peace and freedom drove them across tlaamtid
fifty years ago to build their hearths and homea irew
land. They built better than they knew, and ticawice of
a new country was a wise one indeed.

Half a century has passed into history and theiksa
have been reduced to a. mere handful, now bentagi¢h
and wearing silvery crowns. With faltering foofstehey
still ramble about their yards and with tremblirends will
they peruse these leaves. Their work is done aiiddane
and they are only waiting for the return of theeticEvery
change of the season adds new marble and granikersa
to the city of the silent and soon the bells vall the
departure of the last one of their number. Butstiogy will
not end with the toll of the bells. Their name#hvihose
of a thousand more who came from other countries an
climes to brave the wilderness in an effort to fdinomes,
are enshrined in the hearts of the present geogeratid
inscribed on every building and growing tree thahtwp
as a result of their toil.

For the privilege of being Americans today this
generation owes a debt of gratitude to the pioneei874
that cannot be repaid in gold and silver. It idomger
necessary to make the tiresome oxen trips to Y andaal
Sioux Falls, nor are they required to live in sadi$es on
corn bread and water. No longer need they be exose
blizzards without
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heaters and to build fire breaks for protectiomfnorairie
fires. Comforts and conveniences of every natacke a
description are at their disposal and while enjgytimem
and countless other blessings, may they cherishehtage
from their fathers and prove themselves worthyt byi
living a life of purity, unselfishness, honesty kvgratitude
to God and loyalty to their country.

“Our fathers’ God to Thee
Author of Liberty,

To Thee we sing.

Long may our land be bright
With Freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by Thy might,
Great God our King.”
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EIN AUS-WANDERUNGS LIED

(Gesungen bei der Angelegenheit der Abfahrt unsrer
Eltern von Ruszland nach Amerika.)

Jetzt ist die Zeit und Stunde da
Dasz wir ziehn nach Amerika,

Viel Tausend Seelen gehts dort gut,
Dasz troestet uns und macht uns Mut.

Jetzt ist die Zeit und Stunde da
Dasz wir ziehn nach Amerika,

Die Wagen stehn schon vor der Tuer
Mit Weib und Kinder ziehen wir.

Jetzt ist die Zeit und Stunde da
Dasz Wir ziehn nach Amerika,
Die Pferde stehn schon angespannt
Wir ziehen in ein fremdes Land.

lhr all die mit uns verwandt

Reicht uns zum letzten mal die Hand;
lhr Freunde weinet nicht zu sehr

Wir sehn uns nun und nimmermehr.

Seid all maennlich und seid stark,
Macht uns den Abshied nicht zu hart,
Wir ziehen ja nicht aus der Welt,
Auch da ist Gott der uns erhaelt.

Wenn unser Schiff zur See einschwimmt
Dann werden Lieder angestimmt;

Wir fuerchten keinen Wasserfall,
Der Liebe Gott ist ueber-all.
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Und kommen wir gen Baltimore
Dann heben wir die Haend empor,
Und rufen laut “Victoria!”
Jetzt sind wir in Amerika.

Wilkommen fremdes Vaterland

Wo sich mein Herz hat hingewandt;
Du Land wo ich geboren bin

Musz meiden und musz weit dahin.

Leb wohl du altes Vaterland,
Lebt alle wohl die uns gekannt;

Wir werden uns einst wieder sehn
Dort wo die Friedens-Palmen wehn.



COMBINATION HOUSE AND BARN BUILT OF CLAY BY EARLY
MENNONITE SETTLERS.

{Courtesy Parker New Era.)



HALY'T S4VAL KLALA

A FARM HOME IN 1874

(Courtesy Parker Mew Frn )
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