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SMCHA Mission:

* Collect and dissemi-
nate information con-
cerning the spiritual
and cultural history of
Anabaptists of Swiss
Volhynian origin.

* Offer scholarships to
qualifying college and
seminary students.

* Relate in a meaning-
ful way the faith of
our Mennonite fore-
bears to present and
future generations.

* Maintain the
Hopefield Cemetery
and Swiss Mennonite
1943 Marker and

Centennial Monument.

2017 Membership dues

Schweitzer Salt

Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association

September 2017

SMCHA Banquet Thursday, October 26, 2017

0Searching for a Usable Pasto is the topic of Dale Schragd presentation to
Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association (SMCHA) Banquet at
Eden Mennonite Church, rural Moundridge, on Thursday, October 26, 2017
at 6:00 p.m. He will focus on the essential role the Mennonite Library and
Archives played in helping Mennonite seekers to find a usable past.

Dale Schrag recently retired (2014) from a position as director of church
relations and campus pastor at Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas. Dale
graduated from Bethel College with a de- ___
gree in history in 1969. After two years
of voluntary service in Arvada, Colorado,
he taught high school history in McPher-
son, Kansas. He served as a librarian in
various capacities at Wichita State Uni-
versity, Wichita, Kansas, for nine years
(during which time he and his family
were active members of Lorraine Avenue
Mennonite Church). He came to Bethel
College in 1984 as director of libraries.

In 1992 he was appointed director of
marketing and church relations. From
1996-2002, he served part-time as secre-
tary of the Higher Education Council of the General Conference Mennonite
Church.

In addition to his bachelor& degree from Bethel, Dale holds a Masterd of
Library Science from Indiana University, and a Master of Arts in history from
Wichita State University. His historical focus is on the sixteenth-century
Anabaptist movement. Dale lectures frequently in area churches on topics
related to Anabaptism.
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Dale is married to Margaret (Margo) Loewen. They are members of the
Bethel College Mennonite Church. They have two adult children and seven
grandchildren, all of whom live within twelve miles of North Newton, Kan-
sas. Dale says, oOLife is good.0

Reservations for the sausage supper (cost $20 each) including specialties

$20/year or $100 for six bohne beroggi and poppyseed cake prepared by Eden volunteers are to Bar-

years.Sc h we i & a list

sent to members.

bara Stucky (620-345-8367 or bstucky39@mtelco.net) by October 19.

Moundridge Community Foundation Match Day is Thursday, November 2, 2017

Another opportunity for friends and supporters of SMCHA to add to the Fund that insures the care and
maintenance of the SMCHA Cemetery and properties and also makes possible carrying out various pro-
jects determined by the board and members. More information coming. Start saving your dollars.
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Another contribution was volunteer programs where
COs were the *human guinea pigs for medical research.
They allowed themselves to become infected with ma-
laria, pneumonia, hepatitis, and other illnesses to test
how various medicines worked. Some volunteers par-
ticipated in a *starvation program administered by the
University of Minnesota allowing themselves to lose up
to ¥ of their body weight keeping diaries to report the
effects on cognitive, emotional and physical capabili-
ties as well as what worked best to restore their physi-
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cal and emotional health. This effort would help those
who came back from the war with these ailments.

They built *dams, *highways, and improved
*infrastructure throughout the country. Some were ac-
tually in the combat zone but instead of carrying a gun
were *medics and used Bibles to minister to a wounded
soldier in his final moments or *wrote to soldier& fami-
lies and provided comfort where they could.

After the war they helped to *rebuild Europe, taking
*livestock to war-torn areas, *teaching and helping to
*rebuild areas and *assisting people adjusting to their
return.

So were they patriotic in serving the country?
No doubt about it.

A Swiss Volhynian Schwartz Organist
Elva J. Schwartz Stucky was one of those Mennon-

ites with ties to Russia, South Dakota, Pretty Prairie
and Central Kansas. Grandmother Elizabeth Graber
Schwartz was baptized in 1861 in Horodyszcze, Russia.
Grandparents Andrew and Elizabeth Schwartz immi-
grated in 1874 with Peter (age 1), Freni (4), and Jacob
(6). The next two were born in South Dakota, and the
last two in Pretty Prairie; one was her father Jonas.

Church services were at Grandpa Andrew Schwartzd
home in Pretty Prairie until the church was built and
Andrew was one of the charter members. Elva& father
Jonas inherited the farm and here Elva grew up doing
chores including milking Jersey cows, and caring for
Bingo dog and cats. Her mother Anna Graber was me-
ticulous and always had to have a clean house for com-
pany and visitors from South Dakota. Elva remembers
taking food along on the two-day trip to see Grandma
Graber in South Dakota, sitting in the back seat of the
car with open curtains and feeling cold. They stopped
in Geneva, Nebraska, on the way. She liked Marion,
South Dakota remembering the rocks, different from
Pretty Prairie topography. Elva walked to school 1/4
mile where English was spoken, German at home. She
learned to sew; not many little girls had purchased
clothes. And she learned to play piano.

E va imgt Ray SHJIcké/ E’noa rmiusgcaqass RE Bethel Col-

i gegq V(hensh% Reeded &n accompanist. RayuS?u%klf/ Was

born in 1914 in Inman, Kansas to Japhet and Emma
Katherina Kaufman Stucky. His grandparents, Peter
and Barbara Stucky Stucky also immigrated from Russia
to the U.S. in 1874 but settled in the Moundridge area.
After graduating Ray taught music at a Catholic school
in Andale and Elva taught at Buhler, Spring Vale in
Pretty Prairie and Haven before they got married.

Pretty Prairie Church members as well as many oth-
er Mennonites had to face the hostility of their commu-
nity when they refused military service and instead
were part of alternative service. Ray and Elva served
as conscientious objectors in Montana, Ray with a sur-
veying crew and Elva cooking in a hospital. Clarence
and Leona Schrag and Harvey and Vi Goering were
there too.

Returning to the Pretty Prairie farm, Ray farmed
with his cousins in Western :
Kansas and then co-owned a \\
combine store. Children ‘
Janice, Jeanette, Joel, and @
Jeffrey enlarged their family. =
The Stuckys lived in Elyria
for two years and then moved

to McPherson in the 1950s 4 ]
where Elva spent time with | j
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Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Association

P. O. Box 93
Moundridge KS 67107

Online at:
WWW.swissmennonite.org

SMCHA OFFICERS

LaVern Stucky, President
Ron Preheim, Vice President
Barbara Stucky, Secretary
Clemon Kaufman, Treasurer
Keith Albrecht, Exec Trustee
Kathy Goering, Membership
Trustees: Jeanette Wedel,
Richard Stucky, Roy
Kaufman, Eugene Goering,
Nancy Stucky, Leann Toews
Nominating Committee:
Wayne Stucky, Jim P. Stucky,
Valetta Seymour

Research Committee:
Wayne Goering

Webmaster: Dennis Quiring
00nly Schweitzer Spokend :
Norvin Schrag, Lorita Regier
Genealogy Advisor: Betty
Graber Hartzler

Honorary Historian: James W.
Krehbiel

Schweitzer Salt Editor

Kathy Goerin% 620-345-8532
Moundridge, Kansas
kjgo@mtelco.net

Article submissions welcome.

Marles Preheim has a CD of GA Hymn of Herit-
aged, text by Gladys Goering, that was per-
formed at Eden Church on August 14, 1999.
Interested? Contact marnor1@cox.net. Also
hear the song on the website: www.

swissmennonite.org—1 2tB Anniversary at Eden.

DVDs at Marlene Krehbiels. 12 DVDs are
available for sale (S5 each) of Schweitzer pro-
grams in German presented at Bethel College
Fall Fest in years 2006, 2004, 2003, 2002,
2001, 1999, 1997, 1996, 1991, 1990, 1989.
2010 is on the website.

Valetta Seymour is the newest member of the
Nominating Committee. She lives in North
Newton, Kansas, and has been a SMCHA mem-
ber. Contact her if you would like to partici-
pate in the future leadership of SMCHA.

The Swiss Volhynian Data Base on Brother&
Keeper has been installed on the Moundridge
Public Library public computer so now anyone
who would like to explore their heritage can
do so during library hours. We plan to also
load this program at the Newton Public Li-
brary. The program is available at the Free-
man Heritage Museum as well. If a Library
near you would be open to this, let us know
and we will try to make arrangements so
more people can have the fun of knowing
more about their ancestors.
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Plus DVDs of Demonstrations

Its Here!! 23 ethnic recipes
and two DVDs of demonstrations
of how to make cheese and kraut
beroggi, bohne beroggi, pop-
pyseed rolls, and kurivi by our
great cooks. $20 for one or $16
each for more plus $5 mailing for
one book or $10 mailing for more
books. Send order to SMCHA, P.O.
Box 93, Moundridge KS 67107 and
we will mail your copy(ies). A
great Christmas present.

Language problems for the new immigrants

iln the old country they had to deal mostly with J
sell for. So our folks thought the mer chanthsalhfertel
amount that was asked. At one time a man went ¢t o
er caught on to what was wanted. He handed out a
good, half price was offered. The deal er misunder
hal f that size. So he struck it against the count
took his broken stone, and we&nt off in order to e
-Li kewi se, it was difficult to make their oxen und
Yiddi sh, and made no attempt to master any of the
stubborn by nature, the farmers soon | earned some
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